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INTRODUCTION. 



HAVING sailed in my professioiwl 
character on hoard the ship which carried 
Napoleon Buonapaete to St. Heimaf 
and having remsuned several months on 
the Island, the enquiries concerning him^ 
o«i my return to England, were so re* 
peated, thatlmay be said to have been 
in a st^e of persecution from the curiosity 
which prevails respecting that extraordii- 
Bary character. Circumstances, con- 
nected with my profession, gave me ire« 
quent opportunities of conversing with 
him ; and with the principal persons of 
his suite, I may be said, particularly 
during the voyage, to have lived in rather 
intimate society. 
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VI INTRODUCTION. 

The subjects of various conversations 
with him, and with them, I committed to 
my Jourpal, from whose pages the fol- 
lowing Letters were formed, with such 
additions as might occur to my recollec- 
tion at the time they were written. — No 
idea, however, could be more remote 
from my mind, than that they would 
extend beyond the circle for whose grati- 
fication they were composed. But b 
wish for their publication seemed to meet 
me wherever I went ; the most minute 
circumstance respectingthe present point 
of Napoleon's career, appeared to excite 
an extraordinary Interest, and. I have 
yielded, rather reluctantly, fo become an 
Author, from persuasions I scarce knew 
how to resist ; arid to which, I had some 
reasons to suspect resistance might be in 
vaini' Whether these Letters will 
answer the general expectations of those 
whto have ^seen, and of a still far greater 
number of those who have only heard of^ 
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INTRODUCfl'ION. VMr 

them, I do not consider myself as qualified 
to judge. All I have to s^iy in their fa^ 
vour is this : — That every fact related in 
them is true; and the purport of every 
conversation correct.: — It will not, I trust, 
be thought necessary for me to say more; 
-^and the Justice I owe to myself, will 
not allow me to say less. 

William Warden. 



I was induced to give a Plate of Na- 
POLEOKT, which is copied from a French 
Engraving, because, and I consider my- 
self as perfectly Master of his Lineaments, 
I think it the most decided Likeness that 
has been given of him. 

Fac Similes of the writing of extraor- 
dinary men are, I am told, particular 
objects of research, and therefore I have 
introduced the graphic Characters of 
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Napoc£on, in a firobe on Oendral Ber> 
trand's Sketch of the Battle of Areola. 

The Medal wag struck on Na^^oxbo^i^s 
mSLTTiage : the Origtn^y whidi is in gold, 
was^presefnted to me byGiaiciral Bertrand. 
He considered it as of great Medallic 
value from its rarity. I have since heard^ 
however, that these Medals are by no 
means uncommon, at least in inferior 
metal. But be that as it may^ an apology 
will not, I presume, be thought necessary 
for having given an engraving of it; — ^At 
the oattie jtimeiit tedy be^r^^perto observe, 
that the smaller circle is/tbe size /of the 
Medal. ^ The.embleiBiattic repres^^tioB 
was enlarged fbc* the ^belter iiliis&ation of 
the design. 
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ADVERTISEjy:EJrT 

pro THE 



iL HE Sixth Edition of thi^ Volunve, whicli is no:w 
demanded by the continuing (avour of the Pi^blic, gives 
me an opportunity of replying jto the severities which 
^ve been let loose against it and its Author. 1 h^d 
^^ec^d been cautioned against publishing it, ;and fore- 
warned that persons of .a particular description, and 
interested, .from various causes, J^ supporting qert^in 
jtolitical opinions,, mjght consider me as an object of 
their displeasure ; but I did oqt suppose that a man, 
bred up in a liberal profession, and pursuing it in the 
service of his country, with unimpeachable character, 
^divfboigifas his name to the work which he offers to 
the world ;— I could not, I say, suppose for a moment, 
that such a man would ;any where be treated ^s the 
sordid propagator of lies and.i^veQtor,of fi^lsehoods: 
but as such, it seems, I have been occasionally mis- 
represented. To the language and assertions of the 
preceding page I continue to adhere — and I con- 
fidently refer my readers to them. That there may be 
some trivial errors in the following Letters will not be 
denied, and on them malignant criticism and outrageous 
prejudice may^e glad to fasten: but I fear not to 
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repeat the declaration, — " That every fact related in the 
Letters from St. Helena is true, and the purport of 
every coiyvef sation correct. - - i ■ * \ ' 

Never having before published a book of any kind, 
I was advised to procure the assistance of a literary 
gentleman to attend to t^e. progr^s of the work through 
the press ; but I am indebted to him for nothing more 
than verbal alterations and corrected expressions: — 
not a fact was added or altered by his pen. He faith- 
fully adhered to tijte.mere clerical duties he undertook 
to perform. I have, hoWeyer^ ho common consola- 
tion in the reflection, that ihiainy persons of superior 
integrity, understanding, and critical sagacity, ha^e 
decided on the authenticity of this volume, in its va- 
rious relations, from its own interior evidence. — Such is 
the answer I give to those who attack my veracify ; nor 
shall I condescend to offer any other to the ungentle- 
manly, illiberal, sophistical, and anonymous misre- 
presentations of the Quarterly Review. 



W. WARDEN. 



i 



Appley, near Ryde, Isle oftf^igHt, 
March 3d, 1817. ' 



. I- ' !. > '. 'i if: 
■\ I'i'r. J.:..'. I' . .;> •: ', 
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LETTERS 



rROM 



SAINT HELENA, 

Sfc. ife. dfc. 



At Sba^ 



MT DBA1l< 



IT is, certainly, not the first time 
that I have been induced to exclaim how 
strange and unexpected are the occurrences 
of Life ; how frequently is the calm of to-day 
succeeded by the storm of to-morrow, and 
the ordinary course of Nature interrupted by 
phcenomena, which the Philosopher himself 
is puzzled to explain : But the world of po« 
litics illustrates the Doctrine of Wonders as 
much as the operations of the Elements. — 
Nothing, I presume, could have been less 
piTobable to the view of Captiain Maitland's 
mind when he was ordered on duty off Roch* 
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fort than the voluntary surrender of the Ex- 
emperor of France and his suite, with bag and 
baggage, on board the Bellerophan. To have 
taken the ship on which he might hare at- 
tempted to make his escape, was a natural 
expectation, as it would have been a probable 
event ; but the manner in which such an ex- 
traordinary person submitted himself to his 
custody, must have taken him, which could 
not have happened in any other part of his 
duty,, by surprize. Indeed, to compare small 
things with great, I cannot reconcile to my 
Gonmion notions of probability the subject of 
my present Epistle, and that the Letters 
which you would naturally expect to receive 
from me, instead of the common topics of a 
sea voyage, should contain an account of the 
conduct, and information respecting the cha# 
racter of Napoleon Buonaparte, from the per*- 
sonal opportunities which mysitiiatiion so uu^ 
expectedly afforded me* 

Such has been the aMention whioh this 
eminent person has aMracted; so greiat the 
daily croud of boats, and other vessels filled 
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with curious spectators, (some of whom it is 
confidently said, hare come on purpose from 
temote parts of thecoun try, and even from Lon- 
don,) to snatch such a glimpse of him as could 
be caught at the distance they were obliged 
to keep from the Beilerophon^ on whose gang- 
way he occasionally stood ; that I feel myself 
more than justified in supposing the most 
trifling particulars, respecting him and his 
Suite, to be welcome to you and those of our 
common friends, to whom you may chuse to 
communicate th^m ! and of this you may 
be assured, that I shall inform you of little 
that occurred after Napoleon put his foot on 
the deck of our ship but what I myself saw and 
lieard. My piefce-meal narrative, for such it 
must be, will have the naerit of authenticity, 
if it should be thought to hdve no other. I 
liaVe written down every thing respecting our 
distinguished passenger, as it has hitherto 
iiappened ; and I shall continue to do so ascir- 
'CffmiBtances occur, in the way best suited to a 
^Seaman, by adopting the form of a Journal. 
*Ybu must, therefore, expect., nothing but a 
^succession of detached articles ; a recital of 

b2 
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domestic occurreoces, if I may use the ex- 
pression, on board a ship, as they occiHred, 
when the Ex-emperor offered himself to my 
observation ; and I shall begin with hi9 short 
passage from the Belkrcphon to the Nartk- 
umkerland. 

On the 3d of August, 1816, his Majesty's 
ship Northumberland^ Captain Ross, bearing 
the flag of Admiral Sir George Cockburii, 
who was selected by Government for this im- 
portant duty, weighed anchor from Spithead, 
and, after having contended with adverse 
winds, came within sight of the Berry-head, 
a head-land for^iing the extremity of Torbay, 
at an early hour of the day. She was there 
joined by the Tonnant, Captain BrentoA, 
bearing the flag of Lord Keith, Admiral cjf 
the Channel fleet, accompanied by the Bek 
krophon. Captain Maitland, the latter sh^ 
having on board Napoleok Buonaparte.-^- 
As soon as signals were exchanged with th« 
approaching ship, a salute was fired from 
the Northumberland^ apd answered by the 
To«»aii/.— Lord Keith, having had an inter- 
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Yiew with rir George Cockbuni, anchored un- 
der Berry-head, to avoid, as it was supposed, 
the eager curiosity of the very numerous visi- 
ters in all descriptions of vessels, who con- 
stantly fiurrounded the Bellerophon. The re- 
mainder of the evening passed without any 
occurrence that is worthy of notice. 

On the following morning, the Count d$ 
las Casesj Chamberlain to the Ex-emperor, 
came on board to arrange the requisite ac- 
commodations for his fallen master. The 
baggage followed — nor shall I attempt to de- 
scribe the universal and anxious curiosity 
which was displayed on board, to see the effects 
of the extraordinary personage to whom they 
belonged ; the sole remaining possessions of 
a man who had so lately commanded the art, 
industry, and produce ' of many kingdoms: 
But it was not calculated to gratify the ex- 
pectation that awaited its arrivaL One ma- 
hogany case, indeed, was distinguished by the 
Imperial arms, but the rest exhibited no better 
figure and appearance than the properties of 
an itinerant theatre. 
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The Count de las Cases does tiiot exceed 
five feet and an inch in height, and appears 
to be fifty years of age, of a meagre form, 
and with a wrinkled forehead: His dress 
was a French naval uniform. His stay on 
board the Northumberland did not exceed an 
hour ; but, while he was employed in the hasty 
discharge of his ojfice, his diminutive ap- 
pearance did not fail to invite observations 
from the inquisitive beholders. Some of 
them, I could fancy, expfscted Herculean fi« 
gures to be employed in the service of a man 
who had lately bestrode so large a portion 
of Europe. If there were any under such im- 
pressions, and we never can answer for the 
impression of the. moment, they had certainly 
forgotten, if they had ever been informed, 
that Alexander the Great, the mighty Lord 
of vanquished nations, is represented in his- 
tory as a man of small stature — and, indeed, 
they were shortly to be convinced, that Bona- 
parte himself would not gratify any expecta- 
tions of an athletic figure. 

From eleven to twelve we were prepared 
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to reci^iye Napoleon on board — and, Lord 
Keith, as it may be presumed, from a noble 
delicacy to bis situation and feelings, declined 
receiving the usual compliments attendant on 
his raijk* that they might, according to their 
settled form, devolve on theEx-emperor, whose 
sounding Titles had passed away with the 
power that bestowed them. The rank of 
General is considered as adequate to, all his 
claims on a Government who never acknow- 
ledged him under any other. A Captain's 
^uard of marines was arranged on the poop, 
to wait his arrival, with orders to present 
arms, and the drum to beat the roll thrice; 
the usual salute to a general officer in the 
British service. 

The barge of the Tonnant reached the 
Northumheriand in a few minutes after it 
left the Bellerophon *• Our quarter-deck 

♦ I have been given to understand that Buonaparte's 
condact on board the Bellerophon had been such as rather 
to coBcilkate the good humour of idi on board, so that ViM 
departure was not attended with the slightest ni^rkof 
disapprobation or disrespect ; but with that kind of awful 
silence wUch accompanies the fatal close of a public exc» 
ctttion, .1 
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was covered with officers, and there were 
also some individuals of rank, who had 
come round from motives of curiosity, to 
view the passing scene. Besides the object 
of general attraction and attention, the Barge 
contained Lord Keith and Sir George Cock- 
burn. Marshal Berirand, who had shared in 
all his Imperial Master's fortunes, and the 
Generals Monthaloft and Courgon^ who had 
been, and still continued to retain the titles of, 
his-Aides-^e-Camp, As the Boat approached, 
the figure of Napoleon was readily distinguish- 
ed, from his apparent resemblance to the va- 
rious prints of him which are displayed in the 
windows of the shops. The Marines occupied 
the front of the poo^, and the officers kept the 
quarter-deck. An universal silence prevailed 
when the Barge reached the side, and there was 
a grave, but anxious aspect in all the specta- 
tors which, in the opinion of others as well as 
myself, was no small addition to the solem- 
nity of the ceremonial. Count Bertrand as- 
cended first, and having bowed, retired a few 
steps to give place to him whom he still con- 
sidered as his Master, and in whose presence 
he appeared to feel that all his most respectfid 
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ii6mage was still due. The wholeship^s com- 
pany seemed at this moment to be in breath- 
less expectation. Lord Keith was the last whd 
quitted the barge, and I cannot gire you a 
more complete idea of the wrapped attention 
of all onboard to the figure of Napoleon, than 
that his Lordship, high as he is in naval cha- 
racter, Admiral also of the Channel Flee^ to 
which we belonged, arrayed in the full uni- 
form of his rank, and emblazoned with the 
decorations of his orders, did not seem to be 
noticed, nor scarcely even to be seen, among 
the group which was subject to him. 

With a slow step Buonaparte mounted the 
gangway, and, on feeling himself firm on the 
quarter-deck, he raised his hat, when the 
guard presented arms and the drum rolled. 
The officers of the Northumberland^ who 
were • uncovered, stood considerably in ad- 
vance. Those he approached, and saluted 
with an air of the most afiable politeness. 
He then addressed himself to Sir George 
Cockbum, and hastily asked for the Capitaine 
de FaiWftte, who was immediately introduced; 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



{ 10 ) 

but finding that he did not speak Frencbt he 
8i]cc$98ively spoke to several others, till an 
pffieer of artillery replied to him ip that laa*^ 
guage. . l«ord Lowther, and the Honourable 
Mr* Lyttdton were then .introduced to him ; 
aqd, in a few minutes, he intimated a desire, 
though more by gesture than by words, tp 
(enter the cabin, where he continued for about 
an ^our. 

His dress was that of a General of French 
Infantry, when it formed a part of his Army^ 
The coat was green faced with, white ; tbf 
rest was white, with white silk stockings, and 
a handsome shoe with gold oval buckles. He 
wasdecorated with a red ribbon and a star, with 
three medals suspended from a button*hQle« 
One of them represented the iron crown, 
and the others, different gradations of th^ Le- 
gion of Honour. His face was pale, and his 
bea,rd of an unshaven appearance. Indeed, 
his general aqpMt justified ^e conjecture that 
be bad not passed thje preceding night in 
sound irepose. His forehead is thinly covered 
vit^ dark hair, us well as th^ top of hi9 beadf 
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vhich is large, and has a singular flatness : 
what hair he has behind, is bushy, and I could 
not discern the slightest mixture of white in 
it. His eyes, which are grey, are in continual 
motion, and hurry rapidly to the yarious 
objects around him. His teeth are regular 
and good ; his neck is short, but his should 
ders of the finest proportion. The rest of 
his figure, though a little blended with the 
Puteh fulness, is of a very handsome form* 

. It may be thought, perhaps, that 1 am 
very .npnute in my description of this distin* 
guished person, — but I fancied you would 
expect it of me, and that your weli-known, 
predominant curiosity on the subject must 
be grati^ed by it. Besides, I may be naturally 
induced, from my studies, my profession, and 
my habits, to examine the human figure with 
an anatomical eye ; and, on particular occa- 
sions and with particular objects, I have 
sometimes, ventured, for I may safely acknow- 
ledge it to you, to indulge a reverie as to 
the conformation of the human frame, and 
deduce notions, erroneous enough perhaps* 
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from a comparative view of corporal form' 
and structure, with intellectual capacity and 
leadiiig* dispositions. Indeed, T am ready 
to acknowledge that I actually presumed to 
play Lavater a little with the late Emperor 
of France arid King of Italy — ^but I shall not 
trouble you, at present, with the result of my' 
vagaries. 

On returning upon deck, he engaged in 
conversation with Lord Lowther, Mr. Lyttel- 
ton, and Sir George Byngham, for an hour 
before dinner. — It is understood, that he com^ 
plained of the severity with which he was- 
treated, in being consigned to pass his days* 
on the Rock of St. Helena, buffetted by the 
winds, and amidst the waste of waters ; and 
that he could not comprehend the policy or 
the apprehensions of England in refusing him 
an asylum, now that his political career was 
terminated. He continued to repeat a suc- 
cession of questions to the same effect, with 
some 4legree of impetuosity ; but it would be 
taking a liberty with Mr. Lyttelton, who prin- 
cipally maintained the^discourse with him, to 
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repeat that Gentleman's replies from the in- 
formation of others. I shall only ohserre, that 
they were accompanied with that courteous 
address which might he expected of him. 

In a conyersation which I had with Count 
Bertrand on the following day, he complained 
in yery forcible terms, of the needless cruelty 
of their allotment The Emperor, he said, for 
that title he continued to receiye from his at- 
tendants, had thrown himself on the mercy of 
England, from a full and consoling confidence 
that he should there find a place of refuge. 
He asked, what worse fate could haye befallen 
him, had he been taken a prisoner on board 
an American ship, in which he might haye 
endeayoured to make his escape. He rea^ 
Koned, for some time, on the probability of 
success in such an attempt ; and they might 
now, he added, haye cause to repent that his 
Imperial Master had not risqued it. — ^He then 
proceeded: — 

'^ Could not the Emperor think you, haye 
placed hiDDiself at the bead of the army of the 
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Loire? and can you persuade yoursfelf that 
it would not have been proud to range itself 
under his command ? And is it not possible 
— ^nay, more than probable, that he would 
have been joined by numerous adherents 
from the North, the South, and the East ? 
Nor can it be denied that he might have 
plaeed himself in such a position, as to have 
made far better terms for himself than hav6 
now been imposed upon him. It was to 
save thh further effusion of blood that he 
threw himself into your arms ; that he trusted 
to the honour of a nation famed for ite 
generosity and love of justice ; nor would 
it have been a disgi-ace to England to have 
acknowledged Napoleon Buonaparte as li 
citizen. He demanded to be ^urolled amon^ 
the humblest of them ; and Wished for UtOt 
more than the Heaveiis as a cdvering-, and 
the sbit of England, ori which lie might tread 
in safety. Was this too much for such a mah 
toask?— surely not: nor could such a man 
imagine, in any moment of depression, if it 
were jyossible foi* such a spirit asl his to b6 so 
deprasaed, that the boon ^ould be refused 
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him. It might rather have been a stibjecft 
of pride to England, that the conqueror of 
almost all Europe but herself, sought, in his 
adverse fortune, to pass the remainder of a 
life, which forms so splendid an epocha it 
the history of our age, in any retired spot of 
her domains, iivhich she might have allotted 
him/' 

He acknowledged that Napoleon had 
consulted him as to the probable magnani- 
mity of the English government, on the mea- 
sure then in contemplation ; but in this in- 
stance, he said, " I refused the opinion which 
he requested of me. It was not from any pre- 
conceived opinion to the prejudice of the 
English nation, no, — ^far from it, that I he- 
sitated for once to obey him. But I could 
Tftot allow myself to become his counsellor in 
such a critical moment, and on a matter of so 
much importance to the comfort of his future 
life and the honour of his name. I was not 
afraid of any personal injury being offered to 
him : of that I entertained not the shadow of 
an apprehension; but I thought it not im- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( w ) 

possible that bis liberty might be endangered^ 
as indeed it was, by the resolution of thajt 
hour. I was so agitated by my hq>es and 
my fears in alternate succession, that I could 
only beg of him to accept my loyal and faith- 
ful assurance that I would wait upon his 
fortunes whatever they might be; but it 
was for him alone to shape the way to them* 
Nor can I express/' he added, " how much I 
rejoice at my persevering resolution; for had 
any opinion of mine been accessary, in the 
slightest degree, to the situation in which 
I now behold my Emperor, I should never 
again enjoy a peaceful moment/' The terms 
in which he expressed his thoughts, and the 
tones which animated them, proved the 
state of his feelings. There was a kind of 
soldier-like resolution in his manner ; but, I 
could perceive that sorrow was in his heart : 
and firm as I am in my loyalty as an English- 
man, and proud as I am, and as every man» 
born in our glorious island ought to be, of 
that distinguished name, and though his en- 
thusiasm betrayed him into sentiments and 
opinion, in which I could not, by any mean8» 



i 
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acquiesce, I do not hesitate to acknowledge 
my disposition to admire the emotions of this 
faithful Frenchman. 

Madame Bertrand's complaints were dif- 
ferent in their character as well as language 
from those of the Count her hushand : her 
air and manner were sometimes even accom- 
panied with a gleam of distraction. " What 
can you think," she once said to me, "of my 
situation ? does it not appear to you to be 
most lamentable ; and where are expressions 
to be found that can suit the description of it 
to the poignancy of my feelings ? What a 
change for a woman who had held a high 
rank in the gayest and most splendid court in 
Europe ; where her consequence was such that 
thousands sought her smiles and were proud 
to bask in them. The wife of Count Ber- 
trand, Grand Marshal of the Palace of the 
Emperor of France is now destined with her 
three children, to accompany an exiled hus- 
band to an insulated Rock, where the pride 
of station, the pomp of life, and the song of 
pleasure, will be exchanged for a scene of 
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captivity ; ^nd such, with all its promised at- 
tentions and indulgencies, it must appear to 
us, surrounded as it is, by the barrier of a 
boundless ocean/' 

She was curious to know what the people 
of Eni^land thought of her husband ; when I 
told her that, as far as I could judge, they 
entertained an higher opinion of him than 
of any Marshal of France, and that his faith* 
ful attachment to Napoleon had a romantic 
air which was not without its admir^^rs in 
England. It was, indeed, in consequence of 
that determined feeling, in opposition to what 
might be supposed to be his real interest, and 
the earnest entreaties of his family, that 
Madame Bertrand had well nigh completed 
an act of suicide. The agonizing attempt to 
throw herself from the Bellerophon into the 
^ea took place, it seems, ip the evening of the 
day when Napoleon was informed of his fa- 
ture allotment, and, probably, at the momept 
when the a(fiicting communication was first 
made to her. 
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The Little Bertrands are interesting chil- 
dren : the youngest is between three and four 
years old ; the eldest is a native of Trieste, and 
wa$ bcH^n when his father was Governor of the 
Illyrian Provinces ; the second is a girl of an 
animated disposition, that betrays occasional 
symptoms of violence. The military charac- 
ter appears to have almost exclusively seized 
on the infant minds of these sprightly urchins : 
from morning till night they are employed in 
fencing, marching, charging on a half^anter, 
in imitation of cavalry, Sf^c. ^c. in which the 
girl joins with a true Amazonian spirit, under 
the direction of a little French boy, who, I 
presume, was bom in a camp. 

When I accidentally mentioned to Madame 
Bertrand that it had been generally supposed 
flhei&tendedto have remained in England, for 
the education of her children, she, with! a kind 
of wild but interesting expression of counte- 
nance, liot unusual with her, vehemently ex- 
claimed **t What, Sir, leave my husband at 
such a moment! That is a degree of heroism 
which my heart disavows : tlxougfa in a year, 
c 2 
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perhaps, I may be induced to return/' And 
on my suggesting that a favourable opportii- 
nity would be offered on board the Notthum' 
berland^ she appeared to acquiesce in the pro- 
bability of such an event. 

Neither Count or Madame Montholon 
can speak English : he is a handsome little 
man, and she a very elegant woman; they 
have one common comfort, and they seem 
to think it so, in a charming little boy: 
You must perceive, that I am by degrees, 
though rather in an irregular manner, making 
you acquainted with the whole of our cu-* 
rious party ; but you . must be sensible that 
it is the best mode which I can employ. 

— Buonaparte, previous to his leaving the 
BelUrophon^ was, it seems, recommended to 
select three of his suite to accompany him to 
St. Helena. Bertrand was, at that time, sup^ 
posed to be particularly proscribed ; but it is 
understood that Lord Keith took upon himself 
the reponsibility of including such an at* 
tached friend in the number of the exiled 
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General's attendants. The others were the 
Count de las Cases, who had been a Captain in 
the French Navy, and is a man of literary afc 
tainments; General Count Montholon, and 
Lieutenaht-General Gourgond, his two Aides- 
de-Camp, who were devoted to his fortunes. 
The latter Officers served him in the Russian 
Campaign, and describe the winter which tbey 
encountered there in all its horrora. The 
Russian cavalry they extol; but represent 
the Cossacks as easily dispersed. They do 
not appear to hold the Prussians in very high 
estimation, but consider them, at the same 
time, as superior to the Austrians. The Eng- 
lish Infantry, at the battle of Waterloo, filled 
them with absolute astonishment; but they 
represent our Cavalry as much too impetuous ; 
they probably found them so on that glorious 
day. 

In a conversation with Count Bertrand, 
which happened to glance on that subject, 
he could not hide his sensations. The little he 
said was in a plaintive tone, though expressed 
with candour, and accompanied with expres- 
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sive shrugs of lamentation. ^' We fought that 
day/' he said, " for the Crown of France ; but* 
you gained the battle, and we are undone." — 
I asked him whether he had read Marshal 
Ney's Letter to the Duke of Olranto, in de- 
fence of his conduct on the bloody field. That 
publication, it appeared, he, had not seen ; 
and when I informed him in what manner the 
Marshal had censured his Master's conduct, 
and that, in the public opinion , he was thought 
to have cleared himself from the imputation 
of erroneous conduct ;—" Well, well,'* he 
replied, " Had I been in the command of 
Marshal Ney's division, I might, perhaps, 
have done worse : but, as I was, I saw much 
to blame " but, in comparing Buonaparte 
with Ney, he cast his eyes upwards to the 
heavens, and suddenly lowering them to the 
earth, he exclaimed, with a very significant 
action, " Indeed, indeed, the difference is 
equally great." 

— ^From the information I received in my 
conversation with our Frfench guests, it ap- 
pears that the Emperor's abdication in fevour 
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of his Sbn, is a matter, \f hich, as far at least 
as my knoivledge extends, has been altoge- 
ther misconceived in England : I meati as re- 
ferring to the immediate and proximate causes 
of it. If the communications made to me 
were correct, and 1 am not willing to imagine 
fhal'they were invented merely to impose upon 
me, a grand political schetlie was cdtitrived by 
Ftuche to out-wit his Master, and it proved 
Successful. The name of that crafty politician 
and ready revolutionist is never mtSntioned by 
the members of our little cabin Utica without 
the accompaniment of e:tecrations, which it 
is not necessary for yott to hear, as it would 
be ridiculous for me to fepeat. Not Tal- 
leyrand himself is so loaded with them as the 
Arch-betrayer, who has been just mentioned. 
It was, indeed, a decided opinion of the mo- 
ment, among our Exiles, that Fotrthe would 
contrive to hang Tillleyrand ; of that the lat- 
ter would provide an equal fate for the former ; 
and that if they both were suspended from the 
sartje gibbet, it ought to be preserved as art 
object of public respect for the service it had 
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done to mankind, by punishing and exposing 
two as consummate olSenders as ever disgraced 
the social world. — ^The Hisiorieite to which 1 
have alluded, was thus related. — 

On Napoleon's return to Paris, after his 
disastrous defeat at Waterloo, and when he 
may be supposed to have been agitated by 
doubt and perplexity, as to the conduct he 
should pursue in that extraordinary crisis ; a 
Letter was offered to his attention by the Duke 
of Otranto, as having been received by the latter 
from Prince Mettemich the Austrian Minister. 
It was dated in the preceding Aprils and the 
diplomatic writer stated the decided object of 
his Imperial Master, to be the final expulsion of 
Napoleon the First from the throne of France; 
and that the French nation should be left to 
their uninterrupted decision, whether Ihey 
would have a monarchy under Napoleon the 
Second, or adopt a Republican form of Go* 
vernment. — Austria professed to have no 
right, and consequently felt no intention to 
dictate to the French Nation. The final and 
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ratified expulsion of the Traitor, (such was 
the expression) is all the Austrian Emperor 
demands of France. 

Napoleon seized the bait ; and immedi* 
ately abdicated in favour of his Son : but he 
had no sooner taken tHis step, than he disco- 
vered the double game that Fouche was play- 
ing. The Letter was a forgery, and it soon 
appeared that the Emperor of Austria had it 
not in his power, if he had ever indulged the 
contemplation, to clothe his Grandson with 
political character. 

After he quitted Paris, the Ex-emperor 
and his suite pursued an uninterrupted pro* 
gress to the sea-coast, and it is their opinion 
that they might have continued in an inactive 
state, and without any reasonable apprehen-* 
sion of disturbance, for a much longer tim<^ 
than Buonaparte's impatience would allow, 
in the vicinity of Rochfort. 

— On his first arrival among us, he occa** 
sionally expressed a wish to be informed of 
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the contents of the English newspapers; bat as 
it could not be ft pleasant circumstance to faim, 
to be made acquainted with the manner in which 
his character, conduct, and circumstances 
were necessarily treated and observed upon 
by our Journals, there was a delicacy main- 
tained in the avoiding a communication of 
their contents. That truth is not to be spoken, 
or in anyway imparted, atall times, is a proverb 
which was now faithfully adhered to on board 
' the Northumberland 4 The Count de las Cases 
had indeed offered to qualify his General in 
the course of a month, to read an English 
newspaper, with the requisite intelligence of 
the language ; an undertaking whicii it is not 
very probable he would have been abfe to 
accomplish ; but he could not induce fats 
Master to become his Scholar : for the matter 
was cut short by the following reply. — ^^ I 
well know thiit you think me a very clever 
fellow : but be that as it may — I cannot do 
every thing ; and among those things which 
I should find impracticable, is the making 
myself master of the Englisb iM^uage, in a 
few weeks/' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( ^ ) 

— Here I shall conclude my first Letter ; 
or, as it may prove, the first division of my 
epistolary narrative : at all events, it will be 
ready for the first Opportunity which occurs for 
its transmission to you. — If it tends io your 
amusement, or, in any degree, to the satisfac- 
tion of your curiosity, tant mieux : but be 
that as it may, it will give me the opportunity 
of saying — How do you do ? — God bless you ! 
as well as of offering my sincere regards and 
kind remembrances to our common friends. 

Adieu, &c. &c. 

W. W. 



At Sciit 

MY DEAR , 

I renew my desultory occupation : — 
la tdchejournaliere^ telle que vous la voulez. — 
On the first day of his arrival on board, our 
distinguished Passenger, displayed rather an 
eager appetite: I observed that he made a very 
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bearty dinner, which he moistened with clatret. 
He passed the evening on the quarter-deck, 
where he was amused by the band of the 53d 
regiment; when He personally required them 
to give the airs of " God save the King," and 
" Rule Britannia/* At intervals he chatted 
in a way of easy pleasantry with the officers 
who were qualified to hold a conversation with 
him in the French language. I remarked that, 
on these occasions, he always maintains what 
seems to be an invariable attitude, which baa 
somewhat of importance in it, and probably 
such as he had been accustomed to display at 
the Thuilleries, when giving audience to his 
Marshals or Officers of State. He never 
moves his hands from their habitual places in 
his dress, but to apply them to his snuff-box ; 
and it struck me as a particular circumstance, 
to which I paid an observing attention, 
'though it might have been connected with 
his former dignity, — That he never offered, a 
pinch to any one with whom he was con- 
versing. 

— On the subsequent day he breakfasted 
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fit eleven. His meal consists of meat and 

claret, . which is closed with coffee, At 

dinner, I observed that he selected a mutton 
cutlet, which he contrived to dispose of with- 
out the aid of either knife or fork. 

«— He passed much of the third day on deck^ 
flind appeared to have paid particular atten- 
tion to his toilette. He receives no other 
mark of respect from the officers of the ship 
than would he shewn to a private gentleman, 
nor does he seem to court or expect more 
than he receives. He is probably contented 
with the homage of his own attendants, who 
always appear before him uncovered, so that 
if a line were drawn round them, it might be 
supposed that you saw an equal space in the 
Palace of iSam/ C/ouc/. 

— He played at cards in the evening : the 
game was Whist, and he was a loser. It 
did not appear to be played in the same way 
as is practised at our card-tables in England ; 
but I am not qualified to explain the va- 
rieties. 
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— ^The whole of the next day Napoleon 
passed in his cabin. It was generally per- 
ceived by his attendants that he was sea- 
sick ; but he was either so little of a sailor, 
if that can be s^pposed, as not to know the 
ordinary effects of a ship's motion on persons 
unused to the sea, or he suspected that his 
Megrim arose from some other cause ; for, it 
«eems, he would by no means allow the salt- 
water origin of it None of his people, I pre- 
sume* would venture, on the occasion, to re- 
peat to him his brother Canute's practical 
Lecture to his Courtiers, on the unmannerly 
power of the ocean. 



— ^Among his baggage were two camp* 
beds, which had accompanied him iu most 
of .his campaigns. One of them, a very im- 
probable destination when it was first con- 
structed, was now an essential article of his 
cabin ; the other was no longer to give repose 
to some military hero, in the hurry of a wxu^ 
paign, but is pressed by such a wariue heroine 
as Madame Bertrand, amidst the dashing 0/ 
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waters. They are, however, altogether ai 
comfortalble as the combined slcill oi th^ 
upholsterer and the machinist could mak^ 
them. They are about six feet long an4 
three feet wide, with strong green silk 
furniture : the fi*ames are of steel, and so 
worked and shaped as to surpri^ by their 
lightness and the consequent ease with which 
they are moved. When I happened to bf 
seated on one of them, I eould not but reflect 
on the battles of Wagram, Austerlitz, Wied^ 
land, Sfc. Sfo. 

This was a situation, where the politicly 
and the sage might be inspired, as it were, 
to contemplate the changes and the cbancei^ 
of the world ; but as I do not presume to 
possess enough of those characters, either disr 
tinctly or collectively, to justify my engi^ing 
in a train of reflection on these affecting 
subjects, I shall leave such employment to 
your better thoughts, and the exercise of your 
enthusiastic propensity. 

—Notwithstanding it blew fresl)| and 
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there was considerable motion, Buonaparte 
made his appearance upon deck between 
three and four, p. m. when he amused himself 
with asking questions of the Lieutenant of 
the Watch : such as, how many leagues the 
*8hip went in an hour ? — whether the sea was 
likely to go down ? — what the strange vessel 
was on the bow of the Northumberland ? — 
In dUort, enough to prove that nothing es- 
caped his notice. But I could not help smil- 
ing when I beheld the man who had stalked 
so proudly, and with so firm a step over sub- 
missive countries, tottering on the deck of a 
ship, and catching at any arm to save himself 
from' falling ; for he has not yet found his 
sea-legs. Amongotherobjects of hisattention, 
he observed that Mr; Smith, who was taking 
the usual to-and-fro walk with his brother 
midshipmen, to be much older than the rest; 
and, on this account, he appears to have asked 
him how long he had been in the service ; and, 
being answered — ^nine years — he observed, 
that surely, is a long time. — It is, indeed, 
said Mr. Smith, but part of it was passed in a 
French prison ; and I was. Sir, at Verdun, 
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when you set out on your Russian cam- 
paign/' Napoleon immediately shrugged up 
his shoulders, with a very significant smile, 
and closed the conversation, 

— I must here tell you, once for all, if I 
have not already made the observation, that 
he seldom or ever omitted an opportunity of 
asking a question ; and it was about this time 
that he made a most unexpected enquiry of 
our Orthodox Chaplain : — whether he was 
not 9i Puritan? I need not tell you what 
would be the reply, and you may conjecture, 
probably, what might be the feelings, of a 
gentleman clothed in canonical orders, and 
firm in canonical principles, when he was sa- 
luted with such an interrogatory. 

He wished also to h^ve his curiosity gra^ 
tified respecting a religious community in 
Scotland called Johnsonians^ who, he undei- 
stood, were a very active sect in that part. of 
Britain. His conversation, at all times, con- 
sisted of questions, which never fail to be put 
in such a way, as to prohibit a return of thera. 
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To answer one question by another, which 
frequently happens in common discourse, was 
not admissible with him. I can conceive that 
he was habituated to this kind of colloquy, 
when he sat upon such a throne as that which 
supported him, and before which no one 
spoke but when he commanded utterance: 
nor does he seem disposed to lay it aside 
when he sits in the cabin, stands in the gang- 
way, or patroles the deck, of a ship, Mhere he 
is subject to the controul of its commander. 
The foundation of this singular question, 
therefore, was not attainable. As in the va- 
rious plans he had laid for invading our tight 
little Island, as the song has it, it is not im- 
probable that he might have looked towards 
the Hebrides, as capable of favouring his de- 
sign ; and, if so, Doctor Johnson's Tour thither 
might have been curiously consulted, and may 
I not deduce these Johnsonians from such 
tt combination of circumstances ? — Many a 
doubt has been reconciled by more vague 
conjectures : that eminent writer's opinions, 
however, as you will probably suggest, are not 
altogether calculated to form a sect on the 
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-Other side of the Tweed. But, badinage i^rt^ 
I should be glad to know the origin of these 
Johns&nians; and if we should be tossed and 
tumbled, in the course of our voyage, into a 
«ufficient degree of familiarity for me to ask a 
question of the Ex-emperor, I will endeavour 
to be satisfied. 

— He appeared to be very much struck. by 
*wo long-boats (gigs) placed with their bot- 
tom upwards on oiir launch on the booms t 
their singular length attracted his. notice, 
while their particular use and application 
produced such a succession of enquiries on his 
part, as almost to suggest an opinion, that he 
entertained a suspicion kX their being a part 
tof . the naval apparatus peculiarly j^ovided 
to prevent his e^cajpe from the Islaiid to which 
he was destined. The answer he received 
Was a quiet remark as to their gendral em- 
ployment in the British fleel^; to wbich 
he made no reply. 

— ^The name of Talleyrand happtining-to 
Mcur in the course of conversation, with our 
p2 
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French shipmates, the high opinion enter- 
tained of his talents by the Buonapartists 
was acknowledged, without reserve. On my 
asking at what period he was separated from 
the councils and confidence of Napoleon, it was 
replied, at the invasion of Spain. I then ob- 
served, that the reports in England, respecting 
that circumstance were correct as to time, and 
I presumed were equally so as to thecause ; — his 
unreserved disapprobation of that bold and ad^ 
venturous enterprize. This met with aninstant 
contradiction ; which was followed by a most 
decisive assertion, that the Princeof Benevento 
approved of the Spanish war, and founded his 
recommendation of that measure on bis unal- 
terable opinion, which he boldly communi- 
cated to the Emperor, that his life was not 
secure while a Bourbon reigned in Europe. 

I entered further on this subject with 
Madame Bertrand, and she actually and most 
unequivocally asserted, that Talleyrand was 
in secret communication with* Napoleon 
when they were last at Paris, and that he 
would have joined them in a mondi. Hi| 
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proposed departure from Vienna to take the 
Waters at Aix la Chapelle was under the 
cloak of indisposition, to conceal his duplicity. 
" Can you persuade yourself, Madame," I 
said, '^ that Talleyrand, if he had the incli- 
nation, possessed the power to influence the 
Court of Vienna in favour of the Son-in-law/* 
** The court of Vienna! she exclaimed, " O 
yes, yes : he has the capacity to influence all 
the courts of Europe! — If h^ had but joined 
the Emperor, we should, as this instant, have 
been in Paris, and France would never more 

have changed its Master/' Of this man's 

virtues I heard no eulogium: but you will 
now be a competent judge-^ow his political 
talents were appreciated in the French circle 
^on board the Northumberland. 

— On my asking Count Bertrand which of 
the French Generals had amassed the greatest 
portion of wealth ; He, without the least hesi- 
sitation, mentioned Massena ; though, he 
added, they have all made very considerable 
fortunes. Macdonald, Duke of Tarentum, he 
appeared to think had made less than any 
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Other. Of Davoust, Duke D'£ckmuhl, be 
spoke, to our extreme astonishment, in an 
animated strain of panegyric, m^hich was in- 
stantly met with an outcry from all who heard 
it, respecting the conduct of that officer, at 
Hamburgh, which we represented as atrocious 
beyond example. This he would not allow ; 
on the contrary, he described him as a 
zealous, correct, and faithful commander; 
and far from being destitute of humanity ; as 
notwithstanding his notions of military obe* 
dience, which were known to be of the most 
rigid kind, he did not act up to the severity of 
his instructions. As for his taking a bribe, 
Bertrand declared him to be incapable of 
inza baseness; and asserted, from his own^ 
knowledge, that a very large sum had been 
offered him, to connive at the sailing of some 
ships from Hamburgh in the night, which he 
refused with the disdain of a faithful soldier 
and an honourable man. 

Count de las Cases, also took up the sub- 
ject of the marshals of France, and spoke of 
them with rery Httle reserve. He descril^eil 
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I^&sseiia as having been originally a Fencing 
Master ; but, that, previous to his campaign 
in the Peninsula, he was considered by the 
French nation as equal, if not superior, to 
Buonaparte in his military capacity. From 
that period the Count represented him ak 
having dwindled into absolute insignificance* 
He is avaricious, he said, in the extreme, 
though he has only one child, a daughter, to 
inherit his enormous wealth. He then pro^- 
ceeded to relate the following circumstance 
of the Marshal, as the accidental topic of the 
moment 

" The preservation of the Army, on 
crossing the Danube, was boldly attributed 
by the soldiers who composed it, and con^ 
sequently re-echoed as 'the opinion of the 
nation, to the superior skill, and persever* 
ing courage of Masseda. It appears, that 
a sudden and impetuous inundation of the 
river had destroyed all possible communicap 
tion between its right and left bank, wheit 
half the French force had passed it The re« 
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maining half were without ammunitfon, when 
Massena threw himself into the villi^e of 
EstliDg, where he withstood fifteen repeated 
attacks of the Austrians, and effected the es* 
cape of that part of the French Army from 
the destruction which threatened it The 
eulogiums which the army and the nation 1»- 
Tished on Massena, for hisconduct and thesuc- 
cess which crowned it, partook of thai clamor- 
ous character which implied no inconsiderable 
degree of blame and censure on Buonaparte 
himself, who was supposed t6 have felt it. 
But he contrived^ nevertheless, to dissipate 
the opinion, by conferring the title of Prince 
of Estling on Massena, as the merited reward, 
imd niagnanimoUs acknowledgment of n ser- 
vice on which depended, for the moment, the 
success and honourable issue of the campaign. 
Soult^ he said, is an excellent officer, and Ney^ 
brave to a fault ; but Suchet possesses ft more' 
powerful intellect, with more enlarged infor- 
mation, and political sagacity, as well as more 
'conciliatory manners, than any of the Mar-^ 
shals of France.** 
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He tben mantioned Admiral GaQthaume« 
and asked what character was assigned, in the 
English News-papers, to that naval officer. I 
replied, that they gave him no small credit 
for his spirit in advancing out of Port, and 
his success in geti^ing back again. " Yes," he 
answered, with a significant look and tone, 
" good at hide and seek." — He was the friend 
of Louis, and then of Napoleon, and . then 
of Louis again : he is, in fact, what you call 

the Vicar of . 1 assisted him in 

completing the proverbial expression, by 
adding the word — ^JBbat ; which he imme- 
diately caught, and exclaimed, — " Aye, aye. 
He is the Vicar of Bray. — ^He is an old man," 
the Count added> " but his indipcretions," 
which, however, he did not particularize, 
" were rather of a juvenile character." 

— In the afternoon our chief Passenger 
continued longer on deck than he had done 
before, and his countenance denoted a feel- 
ing of disquietude. His questions all re- 
lated to the state of our progr^s, and 
marked an impatience to arrive at the ter« 
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mi nation of his voyage. He probably expe- 
rienced some degree of inconvenience from 
his confined situation, having been long ac- 
customed to exercise that bordered upon vio- 
lence. His appearance, I understand, was 
rather meagre, till about the time that he 
became First Consul. If he had been other- 
wise, his campaigns in Egypt were sufficient to 
have reduced him : but though his exertions 
both mental and corporeal have since been* 
such as to destroy any constitution but his own, 
which must have been of an extraordinary 
internal texture, to have enabled him to sus- 
tain them, his health has rather been improved 
^an impaired ; and, during the last ten years, 
he has gradually advanced into corpulence. 

— ^It is a singular circumstance that Count 
Montholon, whoni 1 have already mentioned 
as one of thelmperial Aides-de-Camp, is^he 
son of a General officer of that name, whom- 
Buonaparte served in the same capacity dur- 
ing the Revolutionai^ War. — All the family^ 
except his father and himself, have been de* 
eided Royalists, and ate possessed of large 
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property : but the General is dead, while the 
son has sacrificed fortune, and abandoned his 
family, to share, with his wife and child, the 
exiled state of his former Sovereign ; if horn it 
is his pride still to love and serve under that 
title, and with all the feelings of duty and 
loyalty which his enthusiastic fidelity attaches 
to it 

— I give you Madame Bertrand's descrip- 
tion of young Napoleon, as very beautiful, in 
order to introduce his father's laconic English 
account of him. The boy, he says, resembles 
him only in the upper part of his form. '* He 
has one grand, big head/' — The same Lady, 
speaking of the Buonaparte family, represent! 
the female p^rt in ternas of no- common ad*' 
miration. With the exception of the Princess 
Piombina she describes the sisters as pos- 
sessed of extraordinary beauty : w ith these 
charming women, therefore, and to use the ex- 
pression of the grand, big head of them all, I 
shall conclude my second grandy big Letter. 

&c. &c. &c. 

W. W. 
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AtSba, 



MT DEAR' 



I have already, I believe, mentioned 
to you that it was thought a becoming atten- 
tion to the feelings of the French party to 
withhold from them the sight of the News- 
papers, which were sent off to us before we 
sailed. 

Count Bertrand took an opportunity to 
ask me if I had perused them ; and, on my 
replying, as you may suppose, in the affirma- 
tive, he proceeded to question me as to their 
contents. I accordingly informed him, that 
they had observed on the secret visit he was 
believed to have made to Paris, previous to 
Napoleon's return to France. His countenance 
on my communicating this circumstance, in- 
stantly indicated a strong feeling of resent- 
ment ; and it was evidently disclosed by the 
manner in which he replied. — " 1 well know*' 
hie said, " that the English Newspapers have 
accused me of visiting Paris in di^uise, some 
months before the Emperor's departure from 
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Elba. But I solemnly declare that I never 
set my foot in France in the way that has 
been attributed to me. I might have gone to 
Italy, if I had pleased, but I did not quit Elba 
for a moment till my Emperor quitted it. — It 
has also been asserted on similar authority. 
That I had taken an Oath of Fidelity to the 
King : — an assertion that is equally ground- 
less ; for, 1 never once beheld a single indi- 
vidual of the Bourbon Family of France/' 

— ^I give you the account of Buonaparte's 
retiirn to France, as it was casually and briefly 
related to me. — ^^ The Duke de Bassano was 
the chief actor. Individuals had gone from 
several departments in France to Elba, and 
the then Emperor bad been induced to sHfi^ 
pect that the allies determined to send him to 
the Island to which he is now destined. On 
what authority this apprehension was ground- 
ed, not the most distant idea was communis* 
cated. It is certain, however, that he enter- 
tained it with such seriousness, as to induce 
him to make the resolute attfsmp.t in meditation, 
befpre the connecting plot was ripe for overt 
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measures in France. Even after his little 
army was embarked, a dispatch arriyed from 
bis friends, wbich contained the most earnest 
entreaties to postpone his enterprize, if it were 
only for one month. — Whether, if he had re^ 
ceived them before he had quitted the Island^ 
they would have been sufficient to cjheck his 
impatience and quiet his alarms, was not a 
subject of conjecture : but be. that as it may, 
whatever the counsels were, they arrived too 
late to be followed ; — the die was cast.** 

—A circulnstance occurred to-day which^ 
as you may well imagine, created no small 
degree of interest among our passengers, at 
well as a busy scene of interrogfation . — a 
French brig, with the white flag flying, bore 
us tompany. 

— General Gourgoki amused us with a variety 
of details respecting the camjMUgtis in Russia 
andthe Peninsula, whicb he himself witnessed; 
Of thesfe I shall only select two or three r for 
recitals which will enliven the monotony of a 
^uarter-deck, may not be worth conmaunicat- 
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ing to those who are surrounded with the ra^ 
rieties that are to be hourly found in the iarge 
circle of social life. — He described the in- 
tenseness of the frost in Russia with a degree 
of astonishment that afforded us some amuse* 
ment. You may easily guess the wonderful 
contrast of situation, when a Frenchman, the 
native of so fine a climate, and who had been 
serving in Spain, found himself transferred 
to a part of the globe where the tears became 
globules of ice on his cheeks ; and where the 
soldiers, stupified as it were by the cold, in 
the act of shaking themselves, to recover their 
feeling, would frequently fall down and in^ 
stantly expire. 

— He also mentioned the following curiouife 
circumstance at the siege of Saragossa. — ^The 
French had mined a Convent, where a body 
of Spaniards had taken refuge. The besiegers 
had no intention to destroy the building, 
but merely to blow, up a wall, in order to 
frighten the besieged into a surrender. The 
explosion, however, extended further than 
was expected, and a considerable destruction 
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of the Spaniards took place, but sixteen of 
them were described to escaj)e, as you will 
acknowledge, in a most extraordinary manner. 
They, it seems, ascended the spire of the 
church, taking with them an ample supply of 
arms and ammunition, with which, notwith- 
standing the utmost efforts of the French, 
they defended themselves with admirable gal* 
lantry and resolution for three days. But this 
is not all : at the end of that period it was 
discovered that they had made their escape 
from the perilous situation, to the extreme 
astonishment of the besieging party ; who, 
as pious Catholics, might be justified in attri- 
buting it to the saving interposition of the 
Guardian Saint of the Convent. The means, 
however, which they employed were of mortal 
contrivance. By the aid of packthread which 
had been conveyed to them from an adjoining 
building, they contrived to draw up a s\xt&* 
cient quantity of ropes, with which they let 
themselves down from the elevated fortress, 
and effected their preservation. This, I think, 
may be added to the numerous histories of 
Castles in the Air : or, if I dare venture any 
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thing like a Pun to you, of Chdteaux en 
Espagne. 

During the evening Napoleon addressed 
hisenquiries to Captain Beatty of the Marines, 
who speaks French with great fluency. They 
related to the regulations and discipline of the 
Marine troops, Sfc. ipc. Nor could he have 
chosen an officer who was better qualified to 
gratify his military curiosity on the subject 
which at this time employed it. — Captain 
Beatty had served with Sir Sidney Smith in the 
East, and was at the Siege of Acre ; an event 
that is not among Buonaparte's most pleasing 
recollections. When, however, he was in* 
formed of this circumstance, he treaty it 
with great gopd humour, and seizing the 
Captain by the ear, exclaimed in a jocular 
tone, " Ah, you rogue, you rogue ; were you 
there ?" — He then asked what was become of 
Sir Sidney Smith : when he was told that the 
gallant Knight was at this time on the 
Continent, and had submitted a proposi* 
tion to the Congress at Vienna to destroy 
the Corsairs on the Coast of Barbaiy, an 
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instant reply wag giTeI^, ** Th«t it was, ai 
it had long been, most disgraceful to the 
European powers, to permit the existence of 
such a nest of miscreants/' This opinion con* 
firms, in some degriee, what has been nug^ 
gested respecting a proposition that Andreosn 
is said to hiave been instructed to make to out 
Goremment, daring the short peace with 
Consular France. In this interval of hostili*^ 
ties, a notion is entertained that the FiMt 
CottSul proposed a co-operating expedition 
between the two powers to destroy, root and 
branch, the piratical States of Barbary ; on 
which occat^on, as the story goes, he offered 
to su{^y the military^ force, if England would 
engage to furnish all the naval implements, 
netessarytb give effect to an enterprize so 
honourable to them both.-^^If such propoi^* 
tioils were aetnally made ; there can be no 
doubt thdtt sufficient reasons then predomi« 
naf etd for fa«si«atf ng* in the acceptance of thett; 
and Hbt haMrf i^n^wal of the wkr put an end 
t^all ftr&er dtlfbeMtions, if any had ever 
esifitted^ ohlhesubj^t. 

—The fleit eriquiificrfwhich Pfh^oleoli made, 
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Hrejre roq^eeting the Britiah Artillery seryiee t 
tibey were addressed to the Captaiu of Artillery 
ou hoard, whom he found completely qualified 
to answer the numerous questions which he 
addresited to him. I understand tlmt his first 
ratrrace into the Axmf W9» in the Artillery 
C0TPB9 and the sut^oct ^as consequently the 
more interaBrting, and a yery few weeks pi^ly 
had passed away sincehe had fa)ly experienced 
our field tactics in that branch of warfare*-^ 
Hedesdended intovall the minutes of the ser<* 
vice, apd enquired into the st^te and disci<* 
^ine of the,noQi4:omn»is6ioned O^cers^ Bpm^^ 
badiersi Miners^ and Priyates of every cha* 
rActer. The educ^pn of the Cadets was 
^edsp. scrutinize, .imd he particularly asked, if 
tht^ were instructed by Professors in Mathe-* 
jB^ics, Natural Phi)o9pphy> Chemistry, &c.-^ 
and in orc^ that tt^re might be a clear un<» 
derstanding as to the specific terms of art, he 
i;9lled.1ihe. Count de las Cases to assist in this 
.scientific conversation. The only observa-* 
tipns he. made were those of surprise at our 
.^ringing twelve-pounders into the fie.dt and 
#^. ^i^eogth) as well as perfection, of. this 
k2 
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iH^nch of the British military force, of which 
he seemed not to have entertained an adequate 
comprehension, 

I premised, at the outset of my Epistolary 
Narratiye, &at you were to expect sudden 
transitions to very unconnected objects ; and 
I now give you an almost laughable iexample, 
by passing from the artillery of England to 
the crown jewels of France, of which Bucm* 
aparte recovered, as I understand, but one 
article, which was a Diamond Cross, whose 
value was estimated at Twelve thousand 
pounds sterling. I am also informed, that 
when Grouchy telegraphed the capture of the 
Ihike D' Angoulfime in the South of France, 
an order was instantly returned, that what- 
evelr property was found in his possession, 
should be instantly restored to him. 

You may probably have observed that our 
chief Passenger does not make his enquiries 
at'randbm.-^Indeed, He always addresses 
them to such persons as, from their official 
ii^liaricters, are particularly qualified to give 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 53 ) 

explaaatory answers : or, which may be the 
most probable circumstance, the official ap^* 
pearance of persons whom he accid^itally en- 
Goanters suggests the subject of his interro* 
gations, as his curiosit^r directs itself to the 
apparent departments of those with whom 
He at any time conTerses. He might, there- 
fore, be induced to. take me in my own way, 
when I was an object of his notice; tod 
Physic seem&.to'be no unpalatable subject 
with him. He thinjks very highlyof^exercise 
on horseback, as more conducive than any 
other to the preservation of heaUh ; and I 
have been informed that during his passage 
in the Bellerophon, and confident: in the ex^ 
pectation that he should be received by our 
Gf oveminent, , he frequently anticipated .his 
enjoyment of the field-sports in Eoghuri. 

— ^Elvery one reibanbers the ihfektenedv m* 
vasion of England. in. 1805, and the varioos 
conjectures which were fortnedl on Ibis mo- 
mentous subject It was not» acoordingto 
my recollection, by aiiy means, generally con* 
sidered as practicable; n6v did any very great 
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great appiehenaioiis prevail that it would be 
attoApted. I will, however, give you my «u^ 
thority for the actual intention of canying it 
iato execution. — Buonaparte positively ^ven 
it. He saya, that he had two hundrnd thoosatid 
men on the Coast of France opposite to 
England, and that it was his determination 
to head th^n in person. The iittem|>t be 
acknowledged to be very hazardous, ind Ike 
iasiie equally doubtful. His mind, however, 
vras bent on the enterprise, &nd every pobsi* 
ble arrangment was made to give ^ect to 
Its operations.^— It was fainted to him, faoir- 
ever, that bis Flotilla was altogether imsuffi* 
cient ; and that inich a ship as the Northkn^ 
herland would run down fifty of them. This 
he readily admitted : but he itaiSed thdt hiit 
plan, was to rid Hie Chaninel of English teen 
of war ; and for that purpose he had directed 
Admkal VUkneuvej witfi the combined fleets 
of France and Spain, to sail apparently for 
Martirnkjue, for the express purpose of diik 
ttecting o«r naval force, by drawing after 
him a large portion^ if not uih of our beit 
Asps. Otl(epSquadyon86f<MNterVt|tlonwotdd 
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follow ; and England migbf, by Hiete maii^ 
CBUvres, be left suffidmtly defenceleai for tut 
purpose. Admiral VilleneuTe was directed, 
on gaining a certain latitude, to take % bafBing 
coarse back to Europe, and, having eluded Ae 
vigilance of iVig&on, to enter the English Chan- 
nek The Flotilla would then hayesalUed ^Mth 
from Ostend, Dunkirk, Bocdogne, iahd the ad«- 
joining ports. The intention was to have 
dashed at the Capital, by tiie way of Cfaathaw. 
He well knew, he added, that ha should 
have bad to encounter many diffiadties ; the 
object, however, was so great as to jvat&fy 
him in making tbe attempt. But Villeneuvi^ 
was met on his return by Sir Bober| Crfder; 
and, having s^ffi^red a defeat, took rc&ifpe^n 
FeiToL From that Harbemr he waapmmfih 
torily ordered to Sea, accorcfing to hia joriguud 
instructions ; but, contrary to 4heir ntostimpe* 
rativeaaid ^plidtialmt) he sieertdiiis aoiuw 
for Cadiz. '^ He might as well," exclaimed 
Napol^— ;rai«w(; bis yoiice, wd e^ci^i^g 
bis impetuosif^y^ ''bemij^btasweuWje^^tl^ 
tp Ithe JSast Indigs/f-^ ^ay» '^^oi?*^ 
tenpi^ve bftd .ftUitt^d^^feis, au<|bc^f fippm 
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Cadiz, a Naval Officer arrived there to supeiv 
aede him. The glorious Victory of Trafalgar 
BOOH followed, and the French Admiral died 
a few days after his arrival in Fraoce : Report 
says-— by his own hantd. 

^Having given such a specimen of his 
active qpirit, I am about tof surprise you, per- 
hi^, by the informatiioB.that this man, who, 
in the course of hier career, seems scarcely to 
bave allowed himself time to sleep, while he, 
for so many years kept the world airake^ is 
now become the most deci<fed sleeper on 
boanl. the Northumberland* — During the 
greater part of the day he reclines on a soft, 
quits the card-table at an early hour in the 
evening, is seldom visible before devenin the 
mooniii^, and not. unfrequently takes. his 
bmkfast in bed. Bnt he has nothing to: do, 
and a Nolvel .will s^M^eUmes amuse hutt. 

—It had been a favourite conjecture, in 
s^erttl of the Newspapers, that Buonaparte, 
who had risqued beatE in so many forms ih 
tlie Field of Battle, and whose courage can- 
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not, I shonid suppose, be liable to suspicion, 
Ivould, nevertheless, play the Coward at last, 
and put an end to his life, rather than suffer 
the disgrace of being sent a banished man 
and a captive to St: Helena. The prevalence 
of such an opinion reached the ea* df the ob- 
ject of it, who . calnily replied, — " No, no, I 
hare hot enough of the Roman in ine to de^ 
stroy myself/* 

* The subject was continued in cQiisequence 
of the incidental mention of Mr. Wliitbread's 
name, and the unhappy teraiination of fats life; 
That circumstance, as well as tiie political 
character of Mr. Whitbread, was not altoge- 
ther unknown to Napoleon. After having 
described him as a faitMul and active ftiehd 
to his country, but' who never betn^ed any 
illiberal or local prejudices against the ene- 
mies of it, he seemed disposed to atlribate 
the lamentable event to the moistufe of our 
climiBite. He was not ignorant of the effects 
ascribed to our gkyomy iiioiilii,4)f Hoixmlmtf 
)tnd multiplied his qa^tions as 'id the ^va« 
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lence of fogs in our blftnd, and thmr supposed 
effects on the physical system of its inhabit* 
ants, so as to produce those hypocondriac 
disorders amd the tedium vitwy to which self^ 
destruction is frequently imputed* He rea^ 
soned for some time with no common inge* 
nuity on the unexpected topic, and concluded 
with this decisive q>inion: — '' Suicide is a 
crime the most revolting to my feelings ; nor 
does any reason present itself to my under- 
standing by which it can be justified. It cer« 
tainly originates in tbttt species of fear which 
we dehotninaite cowardice, ^PoZ/rmme/ For 
wlMt claim can that man b^ve to courage who 
trembles at the frowns of fortune; — True he- 
roism coiMfiMs in becoming superior to the 
ills of life, in wbaftever i|hape they may chal* 
leiige him to the combait^"" 

-^^Oeaeral . Montholon is of a v<;ry cheesr- 
Ad, lively disposition ; hut M^daqie^ *a tre$ 
ekere femri^ is in cpiitiii^al' application to 
laeAical assiainttoe.*r^£Urya*i|>«PG^ §nflHir<' 
ingot Mr; O'Meam th& f t»te of her bealtfai i^ 
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pedted HbB queitiofi of Macbetb, in ikt M- 
lowmg ibanher :•<**- 

<< Cc^D k physician mtmsier to H mind diseakd^ 
*• Or plrick frpiii mmsmy m tooted ^i*. 

Madame Montholon/' be contlncied, ^' is 
alarmed at the idea of St. ileleba. ^he ii 
destitute of that finhness so necessary to her si- 
tuation, and irreiiolution is a weaktiess that is 
unpardonable even in a Woman ♦/* — ^It fs, in- 
deed, very evident, that we are indebted fot 
the company of the ladies in our voyage, to 
tJbe romantic devotion of the gentlemen their 
hiisbands to the object for which it Was un- 
dertaken. Madame Bertrand could not even 
persuade her femme de chambre to quit Paris, 
till she had obtained permission for the wo- 
man's husband and son to accompany the 
suite. 

* Mr. O^Mtam was Siirgew on boaid the Sdi9rop|i«a$ 
and, wh^n* Buonaparte's medical attendant declined « 
continuance of his professional duties* he volunteered his 
services ; a circumstance highly a|)iiroTed 6f by the Coin* 
mander oif tlie ChBOiAcI ttet-^tA^ dhMild i be sitbfiMi 
frith myself if I did not bear te^timf ny to his gnperi9r iikiU 
in his professipn, to. the )ionour of his character, «nd the 
^rtuet of lus heart. 
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*— I shall now proceed tagive the aceoimt of 
an interesting conversation-wfaich I had witib 
the Count de.Ias Cases on the final resolution 
of Napoleoa to throw himself on the genero- 
sity of the English Goyemment. He prefaced 
his narrative with this assurance ; ^\ No page 
of Ancient History will give you a more faith- 
ful detail of any extraordinary event, than I am 
about to offer of our departure from France, 
and the circumstances connected with it. The 
future Historian will certainly attempt to 
describe it ; and you will then be able to judge 
of the authenticity of his materials and the 
correctness of his narration. 

" From the time the JEmperor quitted the 
capital, it was his fixed determination to pro- 
ceed to America, and establish himself on the 
banks of one of its great rivers, where, he 
had no doubt, a number of bis friends 
from France would gather round hfiS ; and, 
as he had been finally baffled in the career 
of his ambition, he determined to retire firom 
the world, and beneath the branches of his 
ownfig-tree, in that sequestered spot^tranquilly 
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and philosophically observe the agitations of 
Europe." — On my observing that the good 
people of Washington might entertain very 
different notions of his philosophy, and rather 
contemplate with appreh^sion such a colony 
as he would establish, Las Cases re|>lied, 
"Oh, no ; the career of Napoleon's ambition 
is terminated." He then proceeded.^ 

" On our arrival at Rochfort, the di£Bculty 
of reaching the Land of Promise app'eared to 
be much greater than had; been conjectured. 
Every enquiry was made, and various projects 
proposed ; but^ after all, no very practicable 
scheme ofiered itself to our acceptance. At 
length, as a dernier resort^ two chasse^marees, 
(mall one-masted vessels) were procured ;- 
and it was in actual contemplation to attempt 
a voyage across the Atlantic in them.. Six- 
teen Midshipmen engaged most willingly to 
direct their course; and, during^ the night, 
it was thought that they might effect the 
meditated escape, — We met,'' continued Las 
Cases, ^^ in a small room, to discuss and come 
t^ a final determination on diis momentous 
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subject; nor shall I attempt to describe the 
anxiety visible on the countenances of our 
small assffldbly .*~The Emperor alone retained 
an unembarrassed look, when he calmly de» 
tnanded the opini<ms of his chosen band of 
followers, as to his future conduct The ma- 
jority were in farour of his returning io the 
army, as in the South of France his cause still 
appeared to wear a favourable aspect. — ^This 
proposition the Emperor instantly rejected, 
with a declaration, delivered in ampst decided 
tone and with a peremptory gesture, — ^That 
he neverwoutdbethe instrument of a Civil 
War in Fiance^-^He declared, m tiie wwds 
which he h^ lor some time frequently rep«at- 
«d, .tibat lns*poUtiic9l .career was termutated ; 
and ;he pnly wished for tbe secure asylum 
^^hichihehad pipmised himself in America, 
and, till that hour, had no doubt of attain* 
ing,-r-^He then asked q^e, as a Naval Officer, 
wbether I thought that a voyage across 
tfie Atlantic was .practicable in the small 
'Tesseb; in. whi^ alone it then appeared that 
^tke attempt ^could be madcrrrl had my 
^Mbtis,^' added Las Cases, '' and I had ngr 
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wishes : The latter urged me to encourage 
the euterprize ; and the former made me he- 
sitate in engaging for the probability of its 
being crowned with success.— My reply indi- 
cafted the influence of them both.— ^I answered, 
that I had long quitted the Maritime pro- 
fession, and was altogether unacquainted with 
the kind of vessels in question, as to their 
strength and capacity for such a navigation 
as was proposed to be undertaken in them ; 
but as the young Midshipmen who had vo- 
lunteered their services, must be competent 
judges of the subject, and had offered- to risque 
their lives in navigating these vessels, no 
small confidence, I thought, might be placed 
in their probable security. — ^This project 
however, was soon abandoned, and no alter- 
native appeared but to throw ourselves on the 
generosity of England/' 

^^ In the midst of this midnight Council, 
but, without the least appearance of dejec- 
ttoa at the varying and rather irresolute <^i- 
hions of his friends, Napoleon ordered one 
<>f them to act as Secretary, uid a Letter to 
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the Prince Regent of England was dictated. 
— ^On the following day, I was employed in 
making the necessary arrangements with 
Captain Maitland on board the Bellerophon. 
That Officer conducted himself with the ut- 
most politeness and gentlemanly courtesy, 
but would not enter into any engagements on 
the part of his Government ; and, with the 
exception of Lieutenant Colonel Planat, 
every person, in the suite of Buonaparte 
buoyed themselves up with the hopes that 
they should receive at least, the same treat- 
ment which had been manifested to Lucien 
Buonaparte An your country ; and with that 
consolatory expectation we arrived off the 
coast of England/- , 

»— The performance of Divine Service, as 
is usual on board His Majesty's ships, to dis- 
tinguish and offer due honour to the Sabbath 
Day, happened to introduce a discourse oa 
th^ subject of Religion with the principal per* 
sops of the suite ; when we were generally in- 
formed that their chief had thought proper,after 
4iiin«r, to spea]( on the subject oT Religious 
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Faith: his opimons it was uo|; ()«em<d.Be<- 
c^sssaiy t^ comiDuiiici^te any further* than 
that they were gery^Ujof the. most liberal 
and tolerating character. — One circqwatanee, 
however, it was thought fn-oper to^assert, aipi 
from his own instantiauthority— That his pro- 
fession of the Faith of Mahomet, and avowed 
devot^n to the Credent, in Egypt, was a mei^e 
act of policy to^ sprye the purpose qf the mo- 
ment.— This fact appearei) to be asserted with 
particular ejieigy^. from the knowledge pos- 
sessed by ;the party communicating it, of the 
abhorrence which Buonaparte's having de- 
clared himself a Mussulman, excited in Eng- 
land. , Bi|t t%^ zeal of the moment Vwas- not 
c^tlcul^ted ; ,tp^ thrQw. any new lighH: .vpon the 
man^c^Ufyrev or, ^.fsqf^p t|K original ^opinioti 
ente^taiped of it.Tr-^|ndeed,:i ought to. have 
told you before^ in order to account fW' any 
apparent knowledge of the opinions generally 
prevailing in England^ respecting the French 
^Revolution and the leading characters in it, 
previous to the Peace of Amiens, if allusions 
should have been made to them, — that the 
Count de las Cases had resided among us an 
an Emigrant, till that event. 
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—I shall here observe, that whenever an 
opportunity offered, the zealous attendants of 
Napoleon, never failed to represent him in a 
manner, that might \emea any unfevourable 
impressions, which they supposed the English 
entertained respecting him, whether personal 
or political. The impetuosity of his temper 
being mentioned, it was not denied ; but his 
frequent and even habitual correction of it 
was illustrated by these two anecdotes^ which 
De las Cases related as facts, among many 
others, known to himself. He related them 
in the following manner : 

'' I was at St. Cloud, when Captain Mieu- 
lieuse waited upon the Emperor on his return 
from England. — ^He had been taken in the 
Didon, by an English fVigate, the Phoenix, 
commanded by Captain Baker*. On my in- 

* A short time previous to the battle of Trafalgar, the 
Didon was sent from Ferrol by Adrainil Vtlleneuve to a»> 
oertMo what English ships were ofF the Coast This Fri- 
gate, carrying 44 guQS» and 330 men, had instructions tp ^ 
avoid fighting ; but falling in with the Phoenix of S6 guns 
and 254 men, commanded by Captain Baker, her small size 
seemed to justify the French Captain in disobeying, his oi^ 
ders : be backed his main-top-sail and lay-to till the Phoenix 
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troducing him, his Majest}' said, in a very harsh 
tone of voice, " So, Sir, you surrendered your 
colours to an enemy of inferior fbrce : how ctE 
you answer for your conduct ?'* — " Sire,'* re- 
plied Mieulieuse, ^^ I did my utmost; my meft 
would fight lio longer/*-^'* If so,'* answered 
the Etnpferor, " when an Officer is disobeyitfd 
by hte men, he should cease to command: 
Therefore, begone." Aboutsix months after 
this mortifying recej)tibri, and when his con- 
duct had been inquired into, he was appointed 
io the command of a squadron at Venice. 

— ^* The Emperor had a confidential so- 
cretary, a man of superior talents^ who was 
btessef^ with a disposition so mild, and a tem- 
per so Smooth, that it was almost impossible 
to tf-ouble fhe one, 6r to riiflfe the other. The 
impetuosity of his Imperial Master, with 



mnged up 'ddDg^side, tsad commenced the attion ; when, 
aftar a most determiiiedG<mfliGt of thfee hours, part of which 
time they were on hoard each other, the Didon struck, heing 
'a complete wreck. I was at that time Surgeon of the 
nkfeiiix/and can theietbre beai^ te^timotiy to the admirable 
isoiidiict and braveiy of Captain BdMr, his Ofltoeia audi 
Crew» on this memorable occasion. 

f2 
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the uncertain and unreasonable hours when 
be If as frequently suilimoned. to his duty, 
and the.calni preparation in which be was 
.ever found to perform it, sufficiently proves 
the cbaraqter that has been given of him^*— 
Napoleon Seldom tool^ a pen into his hand; 
his general: pca{:[tice was to dictate to others, 
:iTJbich he did with the rapidity of thought: 
•and if an idea struck him in the middle of the 
jiight, the secretary in waiting was instantly 
summoned to transmit it to paper. This offi* 
cer had happened, on one of these hasty oc- 
casions, to have mistaken an expression as it 
.was dictated to him, and, for this accidental 
.mistake, was dismissed from the presence in 
.terms of .the severest displeasure. The next 
ipprni^g^the flmperor e^ent for his sepi^etary ; 
^nd wl^en- the latter entered the saloon with 
^. jUsual pjacidand undisiturbed countc^jjiance, 
jtheJEmperor, with rather an angry look, de- 
jqAanc(ediof him if be bad dept the pmceding 
Irigbt? and, on being infbrmed tbat he had 
enjoyed his usual hours of copfortable repose, 
this reply was given :t-* then you taye: been 
tnore fortunate titan me ; so take your pen ;' 
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and a decree for ^K&ry liberal pebsicm to the 
iecretary was dQstanily dictated/V / . 

It wagwisbedy also, to oouhiteract a notion 
vbicb was ^ imagined to prevail among us,^ 
tbat Napoleon did not possess the actste 
spirit of gallantry towards the Ladies, without 
which a Fren^hmaq doesmot believe, that any 
generous, noble, or heroic virtue canexist.--^ 
Such an opinion, if it prevailed^ was const- 
dered by his zealous champions as a most foul 
and groundless assertion* Among other proofs 
of his more tender nature, It was said, that he 
was sincerely attached to .Maria Louisa ; and 
it was added, a fond look from her eye would 
command any thing from his heart. — (Re* 
member, it is a Frenchman who speaks,) At 
the same time it was avowed, that though she 
might poi^ss his more permanent. affectipo/ 
her Majesty was known to suspect the pos- 
sibility of his straying, into an occasional 
infidelity. 

ii » 

It is indeed very well known, that the 
English latito whom he sanv from the gang* 
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way of the Bellerophony draw from him very 
animated exprenions of admiration, Miaa 
Browui a daughter of General Brown, is said 
to haye fixed his exclusive attenti(m» while 
she was in a situation to remain an ofarject 
whose features could be distinguished. 

—You may remember, perhaps, that seme 
years since, when the Marquis of Welleriey 
was Secretary of State for the Foreign De- 
partment, that Sir Geoi^, then Captain 
Cockbum, who commanded the Implacable^ 
was particularly chosen to conduct a secret 
enterprize with Baron de Colai, a Pole, to res* 
cue and secure the escape of Ferdinand VI L 
of Spain, who was at that time confined in 
the Castle of Valen^ay.-^I have now the means 
of throwing some light upon that interesting 
transaction, bv the communications of those 
who were well acquainted with what i must 
consider as the unfortunate conclusion of it 

All that could be done by the active, pa* 
tient, and unremitting vigilance of Captain 
Codibum, to whom so important a part of 
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tbw secret dmngn bad been entrusted, was 
accomplished; and it need not be added, 
that the officers under his command, shared 
his persevering spirit They, in due time, 
arrived at the spot, where the Baron was to 
^ter upon the part assigned him in the bold 
and dangerous stratagem ; and, as an essential 
aoQompaniment of it, money and jewels were 
artfully concealed in different parts of hit 
dress. He hoped to return in about a month, 
and all the necesswry signals were arranged 
in order to secure his retreat with his royal 
priae to the ship. Nothing more, however, 
was heard of the Baron ; and the Implacable 
after a long-continued, tedious, and ever* 
watchful cruize, returned to port* 

The enterpriiong Pole now became the 
subject of various conjectures. He was sik> 
cessively considered as having betrayed hii 
trust, or seized as a spy, and put to death ; 
or that the weak, infatuated Prince, for whose 
4eliverance the enterprizing B^ron bad de- 
,vo<ed himself to so much danger, had betrayed 
the plol, and inv<4ved hifr romantic adherent 
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in the fatal consequence of such a discoreryi 
But the mystery of the poor Baron's fate was 
now to be unfolded. The necessary wit 
nesses for the purpose were in Court: Sa- 
vary, who was minister of the Police of 
Paris, at the time of this secret expedition, 
was in the suite of Napoleon, and could have 
no objection to tell all that he knew of the 
business, while his master was on the spot to 
confirm or correct the statement. There wag 
no difficulty, therefore, for Sir George Cock- 
burn, in his present high official character, to 
become acquainted with the finale of the bold 
Baron's adventures; concerning which, it 
may be presumed, his generous nature felt 
something more than curiosity. 

The Baron, it seems, had arrived in safety 
at the point to which he was destined, but 
Almighty Love appears to have demanded 
his first attentions. A lady, to whom he was 
ardently attached in Paris, was an inresi&fti- 
ble object of attraction, and to that city be 
bent his first steps : but he had not been two 
hours within its walls before someof Savu^^s 
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myrmidons seized the unfortimate and 4mpru* 
dent Pole, stripped off his cloaths, with their 
valuable concealments,' and consigned him to 
a prison* So far the stratagem failed of suc- 
cess: but Buonaparte ifished to knowwhe- 
ifaer the imprisoned monarch was privy to it. 
— ^^A proper person was tb^refore selected to 
personate the Baron, and with all bis felse 
paMports imd rich clothes, introduced himself 
to Ferdinand \ but though the guards were 
purposely witMriwn, to^giveall possible fa- 
cility for hfeek^ape, theimprisoned Kisg dared 
noi enttfunterthe danger of the attempt. * 

«— On' our approach to Madeira, the liazy 
state of tiicl atmosphere precluded the possi* 
bility of seeiilg the Island, until we got close 
between Puerto Santo and the Deserts. The 
latter rocky island is almost perpendicular ; 
and has some slight resemblance toSt. Helena. 
This circumstance Imedltioned to be las Cas^ 
ses, * and. hiB insiablty icomtnunicated it to 
Napoleon, who' bad quitted the' dinner4able 
sooner th^ usual/ atMl>;^iiM a few of us on 
the poqpi : bnJk>1he cbmparisQii of what he now 
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flaw, with hift gloomy aotioiui of the fi$oe 
vfbere he was shortly to ahide, produced not 
a single word. He gave an energetic idirugf 
and a kind of contemptnous smile ; and that 
was alL<--The sloping front and )w(uriant 
aspect of the island of Madeira could not but 
escite an unpleasant sensation, when contrastp 
ed with the idea he had entertained of the 
huge hlack rock of St Helcaaf-r-I had pre- 
sented Johnson^s Work. on the InAuence of 
Tropical Climates on European ConslitutiodAs 
to his perusal. That writer has heen veqr 
lavish of his enccMoniums on St Hdena ; hut 
he acknowledges that he only lay at anchor 
off it for three days ; and its acut^ reader ridi- 
culed the glowing descriptioqa wivch were 
founded on such a transient and (inpeffi^t 
view of the place. 

A Sirocco wind h«d hlow» |br forty^igbt 
hours previous to our anrivalattbeMiideivw, 
aud had done considienible damigje to the 
vines of the t9kind.-f«tThis dmnpfltlwce will 
he indubitably attributed hy the siif^rslitioiis 
Mihftbitants to the ivialign abearance el 
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Buo&aparte on their coast ; and all the sainti 
were probably invoked to haglen our de« 
parture. 

With the fine landscape of the rich and 
fruitful spot before us, I conclude this letter. 
—My next may, perhaps, inform you of iwir 
arrival at the barren and rocky scene of St 
Helena. But, wherever 1 may be, you well 
know, I trust, with what truth. 



I am, &c. &c. 



W.W. 



At Sea, 



MK BlAB— , 

OUR great man seldom suffered a 
^y to pass without making particular en« 
quiries reelecting the health of the crew; 
and the nature of snch diseases as then pre** 
vailed among them, wiili the particular 
mode of treatment. The complaints then 
prevalent on board the Northumberland re* 
quired a free use of the lancet We had a 
young, heal^y, florid crew, on our quittinjr 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



( w ) 

England,' with constitutions liable to be in-^ 
fluenced with increase of temperature. He 
seemed to entertain a very strong prejudice 
against bleeding, which he called the San* 
grado practice, nor did he fail to treat our 
first conversations on the subject w|th a de« 
gree of humour and pleasantry, which proved* 
that the great events of his life had not driven 
from his recollection the solemn satire of Le 
Sage* He urged the propriety of sparing 
the precious fluids under an apprehension 
of its deficiency, when, as he conceived, the 
food on board a ship was not sufficiently nu- 
tritions to restore it. A Frenchman, he e:s:- 
claimed, would never submit to the discipline 
of the Spanish Doctor. And on my observing 
that the French did not eat quite so much beef 
as Englishmen, he pereknptorily denied the 
fact ; — «* to the full as much,'' he said, ** but 
they cook it differently." — Be vTfiw, however, 
open to conviction ; and when he had been 
' made to understand the general health of our 
fleet, and had witnessed the goad effects of 
the practice which he had so fordbly repro- 
bated and ridiculed, he no loilger wgmd 
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against it ; but always mentioned it wlA 
some faoetiods observation. On meeting jaies» 
he would apply his fingers, to the bend of the 
opposite arm, and ask-**^ well, how many 
have ' you bled to^ay V^ Nor did he fail t6 
exclaim, when any of his own people were 
indisposed — " O bleed him, bleed him ! To 
•the powerful lancet with him : that's the 

•infallible remedy/* ^He had, however^ 

seen the good effecta on Madame Bertran^ 
That lady was attacked .with an inflamiqa)- 
•tory Fever, when; dhe. submitted to lose two 
pounds of blood, as well as to abstain firqip 
wine and all animal food : but the Sangrado 
system effected her cure^ and confirmed the 
proselytism of her E^p^eror to the practice. 

Of his own state of health he hds good rea- 
son to boast: and wfajen it is considered tp 
how many various climates ;he has exposed 
himself, ,and what a succession of toil he has 
undergqne during the last.twen^-five yean^ 
the excellent health I)p has enjoyed, and still 
enj<7s, IS altogether astonishing.— ^He de- 
^Clares that he has been but twice, throughout 
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i» lift, ill suck a state as to detnand medical 
aid. He took a dose ef pkysic for the first 
complainl; and the second, being a pitlmonit 
aifeetion^ required a blister. Mr. O^Meara, 
Iris own sargeon, speaks with adteiratian of 
bis temperament, and says, dM^ his jiulse 
never exceeds sixty-two. His own sponfame- 
ons account of himself ii$, that he is very pas-* 
sionate ; but that the Tiolence af his disposi* 
lion soon subsides, not ohly into tranquillity, 
but into coldness and indifference.-^I have 
never heard that, in speaking of bis eonstttu- 
fion and uncommon state of healtii, he ever, 
hinted at the advances of age, or cakmlaiei 
the probabilities of his enjoying length oif life. 
— He has indeed beeti known to ttrf ^ and to 
repeat the opinion, that he ought to have died 
on the day "Mrhcb He €«itftred Moscow ; as he 
then had iilrrived at A^ suMoiit of his mili* 
tary gldrji': It hiu» biseii even Mi by some of 
his f^ stntcnmding ftf^nds, tikat he should 
tihnself have de(*rmilied not to sufvlte it. '» 

—4 rnvSk beg leflte tl» retura to Ae iAiIy|ect 
of Itood-tetttixg, as ft <<6iitteftttti6B tio^ p\titit 
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which had esdtped ihe, and is an additioiial 
|>roof of his curiosity or Anxiety, or perhapti 
both of them, respecting il,--He called me to 
him on the qoarter^detik, and fisked the iblloW'^ 
ing pro^iOnal questions : — •• Can a person^ 
labouring imder a iropical disease, l*^uirin^ 
what you call the free use of the lancet, promise 
himself an equal share of health, eighteen 
months after, as he had b^re the system of 

depletion?"^ ** How long are the ressels 

filling after being partially emptiM of blood ; 
and what quantity can the human body' lose 
without producing death ?"— After reasoning 
for some time on Ifie subjectof these questions, 
1 surprized him with the account of a rery 
cxtraovdinary case th^n subject td my treat- 
ment.*— *^A seaman was put on the sick list i 
^ disease an inflammatien of the stomach; 
On ih6 second day the pulse beat 150 in the 
minute, and not an aMide of food or of me- 
dicine was retained by the stomach for two 
minutes* In the course 6f three days the pa-^ 
tient lost fifteen pounds of blood ; when the 
pulse, though still fult, was reduced to 87 
beats. Nothing solid remained on his sto- 
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mach for three months, neveriiielew #ei man 
recoyered. This yipi;i wil} ^say 'was a* case 
in point; and enough. to niakeraay:09e a 
concert to the appUcaticm of the limcpU -. He 
described to me a pttlmpnic complamt :witb 
which he was affected on .I«s retnn^ from 
Egypt ; and adced me what treatanent I should 
have adopted in hia case. . ^* Woald yOn hard 
done as Covisart did ? he blister^ tm .tvfice/^ 
I replied that, most pmtebly^ I iilvo^l^haye 
bled previous to the application of a blister, 
as in the copun^ ncement of pectmul aff^^iona, 
they, aregenersdly attended wilh iqflapiBp^fn. 
The couYecsatipp affoi!ded )»9,: as I tbpiigtil^ 
cather a fjEtir Qf^pojrtsMtf df ^kingibdm^ ifihis 
sleep was genjeralljt souiid ; I feUattbe tiineb 
tbatitwasai^a4v£nti|irOi]yqtt9^ti9PJ norwpotd 
it hayesurpriaied iiifb.if he hpd IturiK^d aw«|f 
withfoit ^ving me^ aii .i^iswer ; . . ^t, . with a 
look ^mpr^e expres!siy«;of , sorrow ^tha^ dispjle^ 
sure, he^rei^^c;^ '!}?*f>F :— fiwn my cradle, J 
l}ayq,lie^ i^n iii^iflkr^ depp^. '• . 4 

•,.■ / • ' ,|ipi^Bii,:frc»'^ . .y.: ■ 

>.. .:; ,:: ■■ - ;.•• • l.^.^':>■■. ■''. •• 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 81 ) 



At Sea, 

MY DEAR , 

I shall begin this Letter, by intro- 
ducing a very interesting person to your at- 
tention ; and who, in our various quarter- 
deck conversations, bad not been hitherto 
mentioned • It was the Enipress Josephine. — 
Her name happening to occur, she became 
the spontaneous subject of very animated 
eulogiums ; when she was represented as pos- 
sessing a sweetness of disposition, an ele- 
gance of manners, and a certain melody of 
voice that irresistibly charmed every one, 
without any exception as to situation or capa- 
city, who were admitted to her presence. — 
The sudden death of this excellent Lady was 
very generally lamented, and is attributed to 
a very extraordinary circumstance, and a very 
exalted personage. I will relate the event 
to you in the words, us far as memory serves, 
in which the Count de las Cases conveyed 
it as an undeniable fact to me. — Josephine, it 
aeetais, had so ftr won the admiFation and 

a 
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high esteem of the Emperor Alexander, that 
his Imperial Majesty used to dedicate many 
of his leisure hours to the pleasure of her &s- 
cinating conversation. His visite wjere not 
only frequent but continual during his stay 
at Paris. — Her state of health wat but indifr 

m 

ferent, and on some particular occasion, her 
physician had prescribed medicines of a 
nature that reqiiired the utmost care and 
precaittknn, and an absolute confinmient to 
her chamber : but, at this, thne, &e Emperdr 
paid one of his visits, when her Bespect ior 
him rendered her incautious, and she received 
the Imperial guest in the usual manner. They 
walked, during the time of hisi stay,* in the 
gardens of Mal-Maison ; and the consequence 
^tfais promenade was fatal :— ^she wdsseiaed 
with a violent inflammation in the lungs, 
which diefied all medical assostatice^ and in a 
few days she was no more. 
.♦?•■. 

•—From the same authority I give you, an 
account of her manriage with Napoleon, Whidi 
certainly difiersasfar as^ my recollection serves, 
lipomllie credited histories df^hat ev^t: itis 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 83 ) 

not, however, for me to attempt a reconcilia- 
tion of op|)osing narratives ; but to relate, for 
your amusement; what 1 have heard, and the 
authorof my information : it is as follows. — 

An order which was issued by the Conven- 
tion to disarm the citizens, occasioned the in* 
troduction of Buons^arte, then a General, and 
high ia military cottpnand, to Josephine. Her 
husband, was said to have suffered eighteen 
months before the circumstance about to be 
njentioned. He had left a son Eugene Beau- 
h^rnois, at this time a most interesting youth, 
who took an opportunity to address the Ge- 
neral oa the Parade, and solicit his father's 
sword ;. which, according to. the late order, 
had been remqyed from his mother's residence, 
Buonaparte, cl^rmed by the request, and the 
animated modesty with which it was made, 
instantly granted it. The mother wrote a 
letter the follqwing day to thank the General 
fQr,hiS;kindness tQ her son. This grateful 
attention pr^pduqed a visit on his part, and th^ 
li^i^y not being at home, she sent a note of 
n)9l9g^;aiid pfar|tinular invitation. ; An inter- 
g2 
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View of course followed : He was instantly 
captivated, and in six weeks they were mar- 
ried. — ^It has been generally thought, I believe, 
that the second marriage did not obliterate 
his regard for her: and it is here asserted, by 
those who were qualified to form a correct 
opinion of the matter, that he would have 
given more evident proofs of his regard, if 
the jealousy of the second Empress had not 
interposed to prevent them. 

— Having induced you, perhaps, to suppose 
that Napoleon was susceptible of love, I shall 
introduce Madame Bertrand to persuade you, 
that he is not without a capacity for friend- 
ship. — She related, in a very impressive man- 
ner to us, the last intei*view with Duroc, Duke 
of Frienli, and his afflicted Sovereign. 

That officer, who, as it will appear, stood 
high in his Master's regard and confidences 
was struck by a cannon-ball, as he was recon- 
noitring the position for a night encampment 
of the army, and his bowels fell to the ground ; 
when he had the extraordinary resolution to 
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cdlect and replace them with his own hands, 
on the spot. In this hopeless state he was 
remoTed to a neighbouring cottage, where he 
survived twenty-four hours. — ^A mortification 
soon took place, and a very offensive smell be* 
gan to issue from his body, which continued td 
increase. After he had been some time in 
this state, the Emperor came to visit and con- 
sole him. The dying man, after expressing 
his acknowledgements to his Master for this 
gracious act of kindness, which he accompa^ 
nied with sentiments of the utmost loyalty 
and devotion, recommended his wife and 
daughter to the Imperial protection ; and 
then entreated him to depart, lest the effluvia 
proceeding from him might be attended with 
infection. — She represented Napoleon's grief 
as perfectly romantic, and stated as a fact, 
that he lay, for it is not to be supposed that 
he slept, a whole night on the stbne which 
covered the grave of his friend. 

— She also mentioned th^t he possessed 
an equal attachment to Lasnes, Duke of 
Montebello, who was killed at the battle of 
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JEnling, when a similarflcene of affliction and 
regard took place* -^That brave. lofficer had 
httea obliged to submit to the amfmtaiion of 
one leg just b^low the knee, /and. the ^ther 
jiidt above the ^aiicle. Bwoaparte tjuad Beth 
fraud yisited hiak in thiel tidhiH^y condition^ 
on the left hank of the Baaiibe* JBertrwd was 
endeavouring to OMisole him by Qofapwing hit 
situation to that of the brave Galffarelli, ^lle« 
hei with a certain eagerness of .e^spri^ssioiii 
thtts interrupted hkn : — ^' The attai^lme^t of 
Caffarelli to the Emperor was :C^, vrhen 
craoipared with Uieafiection wMch J £bel/' 

. ^^t . was on a Sunday, at the Admiral^s 
table, that Bnoiiaparte. catechised the Chap« 
lain of the ^Nortbumbwlaad ia dUe following 
curious and unexpected maoner : thoOgh the 
katned Divine is wiell quatifiedt to >ha]ire am 
stvetol a.&r mbre profound enzquiny jr^ipect- 
ing the Faith wjhkb he teaches, and Ike things 
that belong to it. 

.. — rAow many Sacraments does the Church 
•£ Engkimi ackno^lieidge ? 
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— Does not ihe Ctitirch of: England con- 
ml^ Marriag^ «U9 a ^r&m^nt ^ ^ 

1 m. -^-' . •■ :.*';. i i. 

— Whatt are t^ Tenf6tB of tiie Church of 
England? 

The Tenets itf the €hiiM)i of ^EiiglMd kre 
Lttdieran, or £]pisoopal Prateataiit. . .^ . .. • 

— ^How often ii» the Satiraiiient of fte Lo*4*A 
Suppcir aU&iAisteredi ...>;,. w,.- 

lathfe chnrches^of the inetropoiH^/lmd either 
cities and large tOwHB, tb^-Ettc^Ust iri>b- 
KTveimirnhfy ; iMtinthe^Muiiti^^i^fches, 
«(hwe the popnlation ii^not lo Ittf^, Jgf«at<l^?y. 
The F«BliT&l& df the Nativity aboA Sa^Titbiiii, 
or Christmas Day; of the RsrfHrreetion, 41* 
EastJET Snirfay; the Descent iofi uAeMoly 
Ghost, or Whit-sunday ; and the : Fndt W 
St. Michael, are the quarterly ohA^!tatMikiJd of 
the Eucharist. ., : 

T-Do all the, ce^impiiica^t^ jid^HtQiit lof 
the same cup ? — They dq« .. \\ ot . 

iHlB Ae( brffid; padei^ase o£ i» the ^ra* 
«ai4intq0Qiinoii)ir^adc^t:: . ^^ .^ 
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The bread is of wheat, and the best that 
can be conveniently procured. 

— Supposing that wine; could not be pro- 
cured in the Administration of the Sacrament, 
would any other liquid be allowed as itS4^ub- 
stitute? 

It is not at all probable that a case of this 
kind ever occurred: wine being to be pro* 
cured in every part of the kingdom. 

— ^Do the bishops frequently preach i 

Seldom but on extraordinary occasions. 

•—Do they wear the mitre ? 

I believe I may venture to say-^never. 
Though I cannot affirm whether the arch^ 
biskops do or do not wear the mitre, when 
they crown the King. 

— ^Have not the bishops a seat in the House 
of Peers? 

They have. 

— ^How long is it requisite for persons who 
are candidates for Holy Orders at the Univer- 
sity, to have resided there ? 

Four years: — ^but previous to their be- 
coming members of the University, they are 
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generally seven or ei^t years at a classical 
school. 

— Of how long standing must a person be 
in the University, before the degree of a 
Doctor of Divinity ? 

Nineteen years from the time of his matri- 
culation. 

— Which are the most approved places of 
education for the candidates for Holy Orders? 

The.universities of Oxford and Camln^dge. 

— ^Are there many Puritans (meaning Pres^ 
byterians) in England ? 
. There are a great many. 
, — What are the religious tenets of the 
Church of Scotland ? . . c 

The tenets of that Cluufch are Calvinistic. 
They do not allow episcopacy or the govern* 
ment by bishops. They are Presbyterians, 
because they hold the government of priests, 
and presbyters or elders. 

~-To whose custody are the registers of 
baptisms, marriages, and deaths conounitted ? 

They are generally entrusted to the care 
of the ministm* ; but it is a more regular pro- 
ceeding to keep them in a strong thest which 
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iremams in tiie jHtryiraiaQ vt the *|nirish 
church. This chest is guarded by three locks 
«l diflfercpt <sonstFuction ; so that it cannot, 
or jpt least ought not, to be opened, mthcmt 
the concurrence of three pereows— $be minis- 
ter, and the. two chnrcfaowanlens ; who, each 
of them, possess their official and .separate 
Icey.-wThe idea of keys and locking up, 
tttigbt tof excite sensations altogether pleasi* 
JBg.tO'lhe extraoriliiiarv Captive^ for here he 
doMd bis enqfttnesL; . 

It may be said that every thing is possible, 
4f it should please iGod^ as was^^ibserved, 
according to the story,, by a Dntah burgot 
ttMtot,:w)ien a:nui was brotq^ bbfore 
him who i^aa aocnapd of haTia^faitoffliis own 
^om. Bi«t ftt sdl tevents^ it may be fconiiidesed 
as a yery Mrikingwttcle <)f 9the clba^ter of imth 
probabilities, in any pracedingfiart <if Butea»- 
p^rt^'s lifi»» thl^t jhte sbdttld ever be found ca- 
tei[^ing. tbe.cfaAidtixi. on bi>trd an English 
OMU «^f war bound: lor St. Hel^a^ iseaipecting 
the £(mns^ «eiP«»nomtt» teft^ti^ ite. ttftbe A» 
glic^ chiirch. .; . .. ''.;?? 
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— "Phe cefeBDtony oletomng die lin^, atlay 
of jubilee to the voyagers of every maritime 
ntttfon, h so .^eH^'Jfttmwn, that rt ^lyeuM 'he'su* 
perfluoai» to give a minute descriptign of it ; 
though more thaii vumkl ^eereliiotiy wa» 4is4 
played on the present ocoasion : and 'it ^mu^ 
be ackuoivdedged that vthe French {lail^ «uIm 
mvhed > with the 'jbeft graee, that - is to sayi 
with .the piost<^irf(8^tfj^ood huiM>ttr^ to tiie 
noreliireedoms '€t£ Ae tuarine 8atunialia :-^ 
Nor. (had the N«fitiai6«Dd Ata^iirite- of the 
day .any cause ; of icaaiplahrt.. it They went 
seated hi a boat fiUed with 'tmtec, the: tlMrdna 
t mateMob, an<t the sceptae a painter's te*uah. 
They (9Kef6 surimiiiidied by their Jdtons, cont 
fiistiog of ally drsixty of r tiie «!o$t alhltoti^ 
mm in 4be:fUiip; ^nafced to 4he ^w^ and 
bedaiib6id with vanewt. cofoiws, eAch: bearing 
a pail of salt vrater, toifaeBch, Hkort^or less^^^ 
subjects of the Itrimy g«d« Th^ Ikeiice <tf 
the pastime may be imagiaed) wfaeii Cs^taiti 
Ross, who commanded the ship, received 
ike coiUe^te #f one of ^the«i withiperj^t plea* 
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— ^Bertrand, Montholon, Gourgond, and 
De las Cases, with all the domestics, presented 
themselves to the temporary, but potent 
Neptune, and received, with the . necessary 
cheerfulness, their share of his ablations. 
The two former led their children forward, 
each of them presenting, from their extended 
little hands, a double Napoleon as their offer- 
ing to the presiding deity of the deq>. A sea- 
boy sung the song of The snug little Island,'' 
some of whose lines were not very compli- 
mentary to the enemies of Great Britain, but 
not an unpleasant look was produced by them. 
The ladies viewed the scene from an elevated 
position, and appeared to be equally amused 
and astonished at the festivities of it. Nep- 
tune wa» rather disappointed that Napoleon 
did not make his appearance, though he ac- 
knowledged the sovereign dignity by sending 
his tribute. — In short, harmony prevailed to 
the close of this festive medley. 

*--Yon, my dear friend, who have af- 
forded a vigilant attention to every part of 
Napoleon's extraordinary career, and tosa- 
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tisfy whoie prevailing curiosity concerning 
him, I have become a writer of biography, such 
as it may prove ; you, I say, may remember, 
though it does not occur to me, that a rumour 
prevailed after the Treaty of Tilsit, of a 
projected marriage between the Emperor of 
France and a Russian princess. — ^This cir- 
cumstance seems to be acknowledged here ; 
and it is said, moreover, that the failure of 
this negociation arose from the bigotry of the 
lady's royal mother, who insisted on the esta- 
blishment of a Greek church in the palace of 
the Thuilleries. — I merely state it as a little 
article of our political chit-chat, for your po- 
litical amusement, 

— ^I recur once more to the person of this 
object of your inquisitive spirit, as it leads to 
circumstances (I know they will not be thought 
trifling by you,) which are connected with 
this additional description of it. He has an 
uncommon face ; large, full and pale, but not 
sickly. In conversation, the muscles suflfer 
little or no exertion : with the exception of 
those in tiie immediate vicinity of the mouthr; 
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the wh^k seemedtfixed, and the forehjCad per-^ 
fec% Bmmtb. That of a Freiui^hmaa is g^* 
nerally wrinkjed, from th^ habitual) muacular 
exertion, of the countenance, which we deno- 
minate grimace : but however ewneBt Napo* 
leon maj^ be in conversation, he discovers no 
distortion of feature. When he wishes to 
enforce a question, he sometime«^ employs his 
hand, but that alone: and were I describing 
a Petit Mditret I might attribute the display 
to its. uncommon handsomeness. — He. some** 
times sn^l^Sy but I belieyehe^seldom laughs.-* 
I have n^ver obsei^ved, when laughter has 
prevailed around him',: tiiat Ik has caught th^ 
pleasant infection. The inteFesting children 
on board, who amuse every body, do not at- 
tract his attention^ There Js a large, good- 
tampered Newfoundland dog wha is la frer 
qnent and rat^ra rad|& play-fellow: of .these 
pit^jl^ii|84 and ;in..a(S^tuatldn whereno active 
entertainments arp #;siii)Htied, the49Jtorlii«les of 
Ihfls^i^perfwnj^rs aifpr4<>nff small degree of 
amp^wmttQitli^e.^^roup^^i^m.: Buttthey 
)ifiv«>nQi^' Wo« e mikf ihapl have obaewedi 
fWWkfitfeej fixri»^p«riia|M*pW|a^>»^-r-rTOiio«i 
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indeed, when Berlrand was in conversatiofi 
Willi his Master, the Count's little girt, in« 
traded upon it, with a story which all her fa^ 
tiler's prohibitions could not silence. On 
this occasion Napoleon took her by the hand« 
heard out her little tale, and at theconchi- 
sion kissed her; But this very uncommon 
attention was probably paid to the child as 
the only mode of getting rid of her, which 
might not have been painful to the feelings 
of the father. 

— You will say, perhaps, when you hav<j 
Kead a little further, that we are very much 
in want^of amuS^bietits on board a ship, 
which we certainly know as well as you,* and 
tibat we «te pleased with little things ; howi 
lever, as you are the father of children, I will 
tell you something which I think will amuse 
you. — Frequent attempts are made on* tiie v 
loyalty of the littte Bei*trands, by courting, v 
them, in very seducing ways, to say-^-— 
Vive le £o», and Vive Louis dix hmt. Bat 
tiie two eldest are loyal childrra, and truei 
and never MX to reply with> Vive VEmp^ 
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reur. — The youngest of the three was how- 
ev^y at length, bribed by irresistible sweet- 
meats, to say Vive Louis dix htUt; for hei 

like other cautious politicianes could not be 
persuaded to go all lengths, and add — Vive le 
Roi. But this daring defection never failed to 
be followed by the reproaches of his uncor- 
ruptible brother and sister. — This charming 
boy is said to bear a strong resemblance to the 
young Napoleon, and has acquired the title 
among us of John Bull^ which he triumphandy 
retains; and if asked who he is, — ^appears 
pleased to exclain —Jean Booll. 

-~You have known me long, and have 
been acquainted with my general views in 
life : but who can foresee what he may come 
to ! — and could you suppose that I should ever 
be a teacher of the English language, and to 
the late Grand Marshal of the Palace of the 
Thuilleries ; though I have reason to be proud 
of my scholar for his amiable disposition, 
soldier-like frankness, and cultivated mind. 
He. speaks Englilsh intelligibly, but with a 
very French accent. This he wished to im^ 
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prove, and 1 undertook to read with him. 
Such has been my task for an hour or two 
every day during the last fortnight. We have 
got through the Vicar of Wakefield with* great 
success ; Roderic Random, the never-failing 
novel of a seaman, now occupies us. The 
sea terms and the seaman's language are ra- 
ther perplexing, as my persevering scholar 
will not suffer a single sentence to pass by 
without the best explanation that I can find. 
The Tour of Doctor Syntax yet remains, and 
will probably last us to St. Helena. 

— As you have desired me to omit nothing, 
however trifling, that relates to, or is authen- 
tically related of, our chief Passenger, I shall 
just mention that Count Bertrand, in the his- 
tory which he gave of the German campaign 
in 1807, took occasion to observe that Buon- 
aparte had very seldom employed spies. — 
He appeared, in the course of his warfare, to 
know but one instance of a person being 
engaged by his master in that capacity, which 
was in Italy ; at the same time he acknow- 
ledged that the services performed oy him 
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were of considerable importance.-^n speak- 
ing also of Napoleon's talents, for which he 
uniformly avows the most profound admira- 
tion, he expressed himself to the following 
eflRect : — " When I was first admitted to the 
Emperor's confidence, he employed me on a 
particular service, and no zeal was wanting, 
on my part, to execute it ; but I found it, as 
I thought, to be in^practicable ; and I did 
not hesitate to submit my opinion to him that 
it was so. It may be so to you, he replied, 
but in what manner did you proceed ? I ac- 
cordingly explained the means I had pursued. 
You have failed, he said, in following your 
plans : now see what success you will have in 
pursuing mine. These he explained — I ad- 
hered to them of course, and succeeded. 

I then determined never again to suppose 
that any commands of his could fail of 
being fulfilled ; and in any future operations 
which he entrusted to me, the idea of im- 
possibility never occurred to my thoughts 
in the performance of my duty, or was forced 
upon me by my experience in the failure 
of it.'' 
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«^I have observed, that at cards, our extrs- 
ordinary maa (^ays rather a negligent game, 
and loses his money with great good humour. 
Nayj he is frequently inaccurate in reckoning 
his points, ^c. ; but as often, most assuredly^ 
to his loss as hia gain. At chess, indeed^ 
which is a scientific game, independent of 
fortune, and considered as being connected 
with a leading branch of military t^ticp, he 
may not possess, perhaps, the same indiffer- 
ence. However that may be, I shrewdly 
suspect that Montholon, when he plays with 
him, takes care to be the loser. — I have read, 
though I know not where, that some great 
commander, on being beat at chess by one 
of his officers, was so infuriated by the jea- 
lousy of the moment, that he drew forth a 
pistol and dispatched his conqueror. — ^I won- ^ 
der whether the Aid&4e*^Camp has ever heard 
this story ! 

'--Having crossed the Line^ the South- 
West winds occasioned our making a sweep 
off the Gulph of Guinea, before we were en- 
abled to shape a course for our destined ))ort* 
H 2 
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The declining sun of the 14th of October, 
1815, shot out a parting ray e'er it sunk be- 
neath the horizon. Under this small illumined 
space, was obscurely perceived the lofty Peak 
of Saint Helena. — The memorable morning 
soon dawned which was to usher in the com- 
mencement of Napoleon's exile. This new 
feature in his history will be the subject of 
my next Letter. 

&c. &c. &c. 



St. HeiiEna, 



MY DEAR ■■, 

THE sensation excited in the little 
interesting Colony of St. Helena, on the ar- 
rival of this extraordinary Guest, may be more 
easily imagined than described. Curiosity, 
astonishment, and interest combined to rouse 
the inhabitants from their habitual tranquil- 
lity, into a state of busy activity and inquisi- 
tive solicitude. 
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Napoleon did not leave his cabin for a 
full hour after the ship had anchored in the 
bay ; however, when the deck became clear, 
he made his appearance, and ascended the 
poop ladder, from which he could examine 
every gun that bristles at the mouth of James 
Valley, in'th6 centre of which the town of 
that name, and the only one in the Island, 
is situate: — While he stpod there, I watched 
his couEftenance with t&e most observant at* 
tention, and it betrayed no particular sensa- 
tion : He looked as any other man would look 
at a place which he beheld for the first time: 
— I shall also take this opportunity to mention 
that, during the whole voyage, from the mo- 
ment the Northumberland set sail from £ng* 
land, to its arrival at St Helena, I never saw 
any change in the placid countenance and un* 
assuming manners of our distinguished ship- 
mate ; nor did I hear of a discontented look, 
or a peevisj^ expression, being remarked by 
any other person in the ship. The Ladies, 
jndeed, discovered some distress on the first 
view of their rocky cage ; but their general 
conduct; on the occasion^ displayed a degree 
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of self-possessioii which was liot expiated of 
them. 

The first object of the Admiral was to 
make the necessary arrangements for the ac- 
commodation of Napoleon and his Suite; 
and the Lieutenant-Governor's house was 
appropriated for that purpose, till a proper 
place could be prepared for his fixed residence. 
It was not, therefore, till the 17th, that they 
disembarked.-^After sun-set, on that day, 
when the inhabitants of the town, wearied out 
in waiting for the spectacle of Buonaparte's 
landing, had retired to their homes, he, ac- 
cording to the wish he had expressed, passed 
imobserved to the hcmse where he was to 
pass the first night as an inhabitant of St. 
Helena. 

— At an early hour of the following ftiorfi- 
ing, the General was on horseback, accompa- 
nied by Sir George Cockburn*. They al^ 
cended the mountain to Longwood^ which 
was to be the tranquil residence of a man, 
on ap isolated, rock in Africa, who had pod- 
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sesded gorgeous palaces in so many of thf 
splendid cities of Europe. 

About a mile from tb? town, and midway 
up the mpuntaip, stands the country-house of 
a most respectable man and a merchant of the 
Islatnd, Mr.Balcombe : It is named TheBriars^ 
and is situated on a level spot, which might 
almost be imagined to b^^ve been formed by 
art in the steep ascent. It occupies about 
two acres, and is bountifully supplied with 
water, by whose irrigating influence a pleas- 
ing and contrasted scene of vegetation, en- 
riQbed by fruit-trees, he» been produced ; and 
seems, as it were, suspended between the 
^eights above and the depths below. — Here 
rfitpoleon, on his descent from LoQgwopd, 
yfm induced to cal) ; and such was the bos* 
{Htablf iinportunity of the amiable ma9tfar of 
the mansion, that he relinquished his in* 
fention of returning to the valley, and thereby 
avoided the publiQ ga^e that was waiting his 
appearance. 

On «n elevated. mound, about fifty yardt 
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from the house, is a Gothic building, havingf^ 
one room below, and tit o small apartments 
above. This Masonette Napoleon chose 
for his residence, till Longwood could be 
completed. There was no choice in the ar- 
i^ngemeht of this confined abode : the ground- 
floor was, of course, occupied by him^ while 
De las Cases, with his son, who was a page, 
and the valet in waiting were to possess the 
upper story, * 

" A few days after he had fixed his residence 
at the Brtar^j • I caHed to pay hiim a coitapli- 
mehtary visit, when I found him reclining 
upon a sofa, apparently incommoded by the 
beat. He had been, he said, aniusing himself 
with' a* Walk in the garden ; but that toWards 
noon he found it necessary to shelter himiself 
&ota the sdn^ beneath his .little t6(kfi^ Htapi 
peai^ to be in very goofd ipiri<)S,-and ex- 
presi^d himself with greal; <!i^iity td me^txk 
well as in 'his enquiry aftbr ^ the Offi^edd o^ the 
Northumberland. — After some general qijcfk 
tions respecting the restrictions on visiting 
liiiifi,'h^'said, ^ I find tiiere is a condiderdble 
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force^on. the Island, ifull as many as tiie 
produce of the place is capable of maintaiiM 
ing. What could induce your govemiMnt 
to send out the fifty-third reginoent? There 
was, surely, a sufficient force before f&r my 
security ; but this is the way that you £ng«» 
Jish people get rid of your money/'; — ^To 
this observation I did not hesitate to reply .-^ 
^' When a measure is once resolved, upon, yoq. 
General, will acknowledge it to be the best 
policy to employ all the means that may s^ 
core its bmng carried iii^to complete effect/'— 
You, my friend, may think, that I hsuearded 
bis displeasure by my answer ; but themanner 
in which he received it, convinced me that h^ 
was better pleased with my frankness, than, if 
I had hammered out a compliment, in which 
manu&ctory you well know that I am but aa 
undcilful workman. I now took my leaver 
and strolled down with Count Bertrand to 
dinner. 

• • * ' « 
It was not till soine time in November; 
:that I paid a second T»itto the Biiarsj wfajk 
ther aa invitation to di»e with Mv; Qakombe 
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bid called me. M I reached the spot some 
tune before the dinner-hour, I proposed to 
amuse my«elf io examining the cultivated 
spot(»f at^bed to thfs domain. I accident- 
ally took the path which leads to the gardens^ 
and at the gate where it terminates there is a 
narrow goats' passage, whose sides are lined 
with prickly pear bush. At the angle formed 
by the two paths, I met Napoleon clattering 
down ftoai among the rocks in his heavy mi- 
litary boots. He accosted me with an appa* 
rent mixture of satisfaction and surprise ; nod 
reproached me in terms of great civility for 
my long absence* There was a rough deal 
board placed as a seat between two stones, on 
which, after having brushed away the dust 
with his hand, he sat himself down, and de- 
sired me to take my place by him. — Las Cases 
acKH) joined us,forin scrambling through these 
rocky pi^hs, bis Master, badly as he walks, 
had got the start of him. On all sidea^rftba 
spot where we seated, rocks were piled 
on ro«ks to the height of a tibousand feet 
above oiirfaeads« while there was an «b}ss of 
#i|iial dtptb at ow fwt Matmns asems in a 
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iportiTe mood to have afibrded this level space 
for a semi-serial dwelling ; and while I was 
gazing with some astonishment on the barrea 
wonders of the scene around me — -" Well/' 
tmd Napoleon, with a smile, *^ what say you 
to it ? — and can you think that your country* 
men have treated me kindly ?''-— I had but one 
answer to such a question ; and that was, by 
not giving any answer at all. — His conver* 
sation then turned upon tfa^ state and charac«* 
ter of the Island, of which, he observed, all 
Hie books he read respecting it, during the 
voyage, had given a very partial represeo* 
tation, unless there were parts of a more plea»> 
ing aspect than any he had seen in his rides 
to Longwoodj which comprebended the ui* 
moBt extent of his observation* His eonver- 
sation wm, on this occasion, a» on all others 
when I have been with bim-i«-easy, good* 
humoured, and familiar, without the least 
taint of his former greatness : and, whenever 
the topic would admit of it, he never failed to 
give an air of cheerfulness to his remarks. On 
my mentioning the activity of the Admiral in 
superintending the repmn at Longwtod^ and 
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that it would probably be ready to receive 
him in the course of a month; — He replied, 
your Admiral knoWs^ I doubt not, to a 
moment, -in what time a ship may be got 
veady, but .as an architect, I think his calcu- 
lations will fail. T— I itia;ihtained, however, that 
whether it was upon land or sea, Sir George 
Cockburn was of a character that would 
ensure success in whatever he might be call 
ed upon to mnlertake. — I added, that the. 
officers. were ac,tually en^loyed in accompa 
nyingi the seamen to Longwood, vnth the 
materiala decessary fco* its completion. He 
then enquired after those gentlemen whose 
names he endeavoured to recollect ; and ex- 
pressed a wish to see them as they passed ; 
*.* If,*' said he, " th^y will be contented to 
v.ifiit me as you now do, in the fields ; as my 
piresent habitation, which serves me for break* 
fiist, dinner, and bed-room, is not precisely 
^alcjujaited to receive copjpany /' 

. The' Briars hdA derived, ^ and will ever 
retain a ctrtsdn degree pf celebrity j from its 
having beenthe unexpected residence of Na« 
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poledn ; and this circumstance will, I doubt 
ncrt, bring to. your recollection, the vatriouK 
instances where remote and obscure situa- 
tions, which never formed the smallest speck 
on a map, have, by accidental events, become 
important points in the geography of the his- 
torian. — ^Napoleon frequently makes one of 
Mr. Balcombe^s family parties, where he is 
neither troublesome or intrusive, but conducts 
himself with the manners of a gentieman, and 
a lively demeanour that promotes the general 
vivacity of the domestic circle*.-^! have not 
heard of any instance of his discontent but on 
the following occasion. — Since he has been 
at the Briars, ah officer of Captain's rank is 
constantly in attendance there, and becomes 
answerable for his person. This, I under- 
stand, has occasioned remonstrances to the 
Admiral, who has not thought proper to 
answer them with any rdaxationiof this duty. 



* I have since seen, in the English Newspapers, accounts 
of his playing at cards for' sngar-jplnmbs, being impe- 
tuous with a child, and engaging in something like mon- 
key tricks; for which there is not the least foundation of 
any kind. 
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-^Napoleon baTiiig complaineil of the iot- 
trasion of visitore,duriiig hb stay at theBriars^ 
it afforded the Admiral an opportnnily of ex 
ecuting the orders transmitted from England 
with a d^^ree of delicacy, which, whoever 
has the pleasure of knowing him, must be sa- 
tisfied that he would prefer. It was accord- 
ingly ordered, that no one should be per- 
mitted to visit Longwood^ without a passport 
from the Admiral or the Goyemor. 

On his removal thither, certain limits were 
assigned him for exercise, around which a 
cordon of centinds were stationed , While he 
continues within the circle he experiences no 
additik>bal vigilance; but when he ventures 
beyond* an officer is on duty to attend him. 
The latter circomstance, which he considers as 
irksome, disposes him to confine himself in a 
great measure to the grounds of his mansion. 

The indisposition of General Gourgond 
occasioned my passing much of my time at 
Longwood. The disease, from its commence- 
ment, had assumed very unfavourable appear- 
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itnces ; and my friend Mr. O'Meara, whom I 
have already introdiiced to you as tte Ex« 
Imperial surgeon, was desirous that we should 
be together during the treatment. 

My first visit, on this occasion, was at* 
tended with some particulars, which, I pre- 
sume, from your rivetted attention to the 
principal character in the scene, you will not 

think unworthy of being related. About 

six in the evening 1 reached Hutsgate, a 
small house on the Longwbod Road, about 
a mile from ^e principal residence, and 
the habitation of Count Bertrand. It con- 
sists of two small apartments below, and the 
same number above : But in this cottage, 
health reigns, the children are charming, and 
care seems to be banished from it. — A volume 
might be filled with all I know of this family. 
Most of my spare hours during the voyage 
were dedicated to reading English with the 
Marshal ; and, in return, he gave an history 
of some of the campaigns in wTiich he had 
served. He would often say, " You are de 
bad master : you will hear all, and speak to 
me none." Napoleon, when enquiring after 
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me, during our passage, would distiBguish 
me by the title of Bertrand*^$ Friend.^ 
Madame insisted upon my dismounting from 
my horse and. accompanying her in the car* 
riage to Longwood, as her husband had gone 
on before. It was now growing dusk, and as 
we approached the house, we saw her Em* 
peror, as she always called him, and Ber- 
trand in conversation close to the road-side, 
*' Now,'' said the Lady, " let us surprize 
them : shew yourself at the carriage window 
as we pass ; when they will fancy a gallant, 
and it will remind them of Paris tricks/--— 
We passed them at a quick pace ; I obeyed 
my instructions, and, haying handed the 
Countess from the carnage, she left me to go 
and explain who the stranger was. — ^In a few 
minutes I received a message from Napoleon 
himself, with an invitation to dinner. — I very 
readily accepted it, as you may imagine ; 
and was rather pleasingly surprized at it ; as 
he had for some time confined his guests to 
his own suite. I had no means of presenting 
myself but in my riding equipments, and in 
such guise 1 made my entr^*— ^General Mon<* 
tbolouiin full dress, received me in the anti- 
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chamber, and introduced me to an adjoining^ 
room, where Buonaparte was engaged at 
Chess with the Count Bertrand. He received 
me with the common salutations, very civilly 
expressed, and, on my taking a position be- 
hind his chair, as if to observe the game, he 
continued the contest;— There was little con- 
versation among the party in the room ; and 
that was carried on in a kind of respectfai 
whisper, which, as I knew not how to adopt, 
was interrupted B,t times by the Morotig^-. 
has9 of my answers to the questions which 
were addressed to me. 

A very short time before dinner was an- 
nounced. General Montholoh whispered in my 
ear, that I was to take n^y seat at table be- 
tween the Emperor and the Orand Marshal. — 
Here are honours for you, and I will give you 
leave to figure your pMn, humble, unas« 
soming friend in his elevated station. I can- 
n<rt say that my situation Assembled that of 
Sancho Pancha, because every dirii was at my 
service ; but a piece of roast beef or a leg of 
mutton with caper sauce, would have alfordad 

I 
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k relief to my appetite wbkb ba» never be^a 
familiarifled vitb ragouts and frie»0ee9.T^ll 
bad Napcrfeon oo my ngMf ud the Macabfil 
otttay lefti and there Mm a Taqaul: phi4r« 
that had the w of eerem>iHi9tt« e^iptioAiii, aa 
a retewed teat far AAariaLaqifa. A bf^ln 
of claret and a decanter of water ivwf plfiwdi 
by eacb plat^ : bat there wm u» drinlkwg t» 
eaeh other aidinn(rr; updifyc^didniitliaj^ 
yourself dimng the tm9 ft la^M* th^ ^p«r^ 
tnnity w^u&d be loatt w» the ipwie vanished 
vith the eatabjlea. Thn serriee of pofoelain 
for exceeds in beauty whatevef «C tfant kmi I 
have beheld. The silver plate is masnve, and 
decorated with eagles in curiows^abundanee ; 
the goU service iq^ieaved in tbadesert^-^^Tha 
entertainment lasted about an hour, and 00 
firequwrt were the qnestiofia of ny.hoair, th«t 
fiMin (he perple»ty I safier?d incoiyuring up 
answers to tbepr I «e«roe knew what I ate» 
or what 1 4raAh.r-**-4 wUl endeavour to give 
}Kvia gfMsrai ^qpfcimm fC his com? ivial Mr 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( H» ) 

Yei, Gememh I cM»e to Longirood for tbal 
pvrpMWu— Hqw liave yw fowfl bu»?^Ex- 
Vmmdj ilL-r-WbM It hi* 4iswpdpr J— Dyw*. 
try.-^Wheitt ia its vett^-r^Io the ii^teitiries^ 
What has been the cause?-— Heat of climate on 
«iSoaatitBtiwipm«liarlyppef|i8pme<ii l^utre. 
mow theieawe aid tf>« affect iFiU«cfia», HM 
be be^ blmi in the tot ipiiMope, it ui iwittt 
babl< that A* ftiffeane wwU bAve been Ian 
fi0t«lt.TrrWb$t sMiecly is bow pF»»oaed^!w 
"nis 6in«tft»Mi of the liver and otbar viscem 
Me ^a ws wg ed; To rest^pe tbcm, thenefiwei 
to A healthy acition, it will be necessary to 
bane reananis t» Mercurv.r-^That is a bad me^ 
diaiiia. E^qievienca has taught mis - Ap con- 
tfavy.-r>Oid Hippocmittvue it? 1 bdiev<e not) 
He bad great failb in simples.— «¥et, lie is 
QMisi<leRd as aoMSf the ftrst physicians,*-* 
lie might, nevertheless, have d«iiv«(l gfieat 
adfomt^ges ftam. modem discovcines.-^Does 
aat Natara earieavour to expel movbiic mat* 
ter; MdlaMjr not (he present painfni smuggles 
be an affqvt of ifaliireto rid herselfof whatis 
obnomoaa?: .1 9me heen 'taogb^t to assist 
liali^.HK-Atii tcoaii ^ yon d4 w m4>a«t 
i2 
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haTing recourse to this dangerous mineral I 
Experience has convioced me that Mercury, 
provided it produces salivation, i» infallible. 
——Then go on with your Mercury.— ^ 

— Have you lost many men on board the 
Northumberland? We have had the mirfo^r* 
tune to lose several. — Of what disease? Dy- 
sentiy and inflammation of the liven — Unv€ 
you examined them after death ?-^Invariabiy; 
«-*What was the appearance ? Extensive sup- 
purationff of the liver in the onedis(Mi«> and 
gangraie of the intestines in the other. — 
What is deatii, or how do you' define death? 
A suspmsi^fi of the vital fanotions,theoif;anfe 
of respiration,: and the action of the heart.*-^ 
When .does the soul quit tbe body? That is 
a question I do not presume to answer witii 
a precimon which would satuerfy you: for, ui 
eases crfn^uspended animation and in syncope, 
man is to all appeaiwice» deid; yeit, by ar^ 
tificial means, resuscttetion is prodiieed and 
Bfe preserved. — ^When do you siqipose that 
tbe soul enters the body ^— I am not suffiei* 
eatiy iskiUed in metaphyftica to give a^M^uifiie' 
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tory reply. The foculty of thought appears 
to be the dawning of tiie soal; and to what- 
ever perfection reason attains, th^i the squl is 
most perfect, at le^sttfaen man becomes the 

most responsible for his actions. ^Here the 

conversation ended to my great satisfection, 
as it aeened to be taking a turn too profound 
for my philosophy: you will say, perhaps, 
.that .part of it was ndt calculated to whet the 
stomach of any one at dinner but a medical 
.num.-rl faacy,however, that, to your appetite* 
it wUl prove a savoury dtish, 

^ Napoleon now rose, and was followed by 
his party into a card*room, when Whist suc- 
ceeded. He appears to be master of the game, 
but plays with a kind of carelesfioieijs, and 
good humour, as if he preferred losing his 
money. He stayed half an hour longer this 
evening than waa usual with Mm, and during 
that tifliie, he walked up and doivn the roiom, 
continttiAg hisprevailing habit of a3kingques* 
tions.' Oa.his taking leave. Las Cases, in his 
good humouured way, said, '' Well, this has 
bei^n a day of. questions: indeed, I fear it 
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must he^a j^uislmiMt finr yen to iliiie with 
vii it h 80 ^ifce undergoing bif eaaminatioiit 
bdt yen may be aawred^ that youtvmwem 
afibrd aatitfaotion, br .ydu wcnri^ not b^ 
tibnblefl With n itnuiy i^Qe6tidi»^'' 

loi afew:dti3« after, dM «hi1rAl of « |Ih|^ 
frpid Eiigkaid ihdueed metb tak^ a ride Id tl^ 
irkllt^; atid^ bn nty f^iti in the evQafB^, 
•I wa»hift>i^ni6d, that Napolemi del^red tnvbt 
nte in General Gbargo&d^-i^ilMeiU-aB wm 
as I returned ; and there I foittifd hin waitidg 
for me. On my entrance, the first question 
related tb the pi^eM <ff the GmeHd's di8> 
ottiei-: when be sttddcfnly changed Ae siib- 
.^.-^** YtMi hai« beeft at 1H1& To^nt and it 
the ship jmt ani?ed ^m En^aHdi^f sb, t 
«np|iOfte she folingB Leiters and Netl^s-papel^. 
-•^ertaiiily ; abd I bare Ibok^ bver a file of 
the Gmn^.-r-U tberfe tao Motrdng CfOr&niciif 
-4 have not yet ^ieh it the otb^ ^tiptarB 
Htirhieh i Jtist hM 9. glinipif^ of, were The. 
jiikesi and tt proTihcial I^aper.^-i-^WhM is 
the hi^M4 from France? I did Mi slightly 
^Mbe 'orit ^ Flinch &eWs.^-^B« tlil as 
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it mtyijam remenBlMr^ >I;«i9ipQ*^ ifananiUng 
ftt' wilaiiyeu nod ; soviet twm ■ faonr jt.>«t«-4l. 
i»w 4Kum ir^aim Mspectiag ^wn ; >1&ut the 

bad iUrn ^pifortaakty of «Kaiiii»iiigy rdated 
to the trial and ipolapoebf M«ri^al N^y. i 

.■,.,'...' . .".-,.• '^ . t 

Napoleon now advanced* tte|i.'«Kiiier-lv 
me, but without the least change of connte. 
tA^»>:-^*' Wtet," said ;hc, ^' Bfaiijlnl: Tley 
IkM Imttmabemmd tobe^bof'-^-^'mplied^ 
9|t;«iM«*eit<8oc lle«MiiimssBd idikiaulnattm 
(tf-'tbe iaAKed^ wif«iet|^ but in iviUDteiiM 
iirg«d iattk <fl«f«ncei^ 4iie xTiareifUL AHiblbuif 
llw^Cqirvettkiont fce|il»iftdiontiab>#riU fliat 
fa»firas4weif«d by yott: fhiit>t^«'pniiuikav 
tioh of Irfaidh lie inis acimsedi dn4i«iikft&-» 
]tail^^ the chaa^ea a^nat htOKt vtts ini^tk 
hyfniajot!GeBeral BentrMid ^ «nd>tb{^;be Itm 
iaoebfld.% yoor Jr^fieMof AiiBtna4Mi^.£i}ff> 
)iaid;'>f)<»«,afC|eulit fiertriiuk inbOilvrMniontlM 
iio«ia$ ii(ai6tty: abaaRved, ^4faat .ManMl;^^ 
litd aitiglrt to save bimaelf if he tmMt tm4 
ir^ibriiUited atorieaaioMd apBwcrhia>|nft|H»e, 
lkfr<cotlldi»(M)%e iilaaiad foreaipioyiBg'thpBq 
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But lie added, '' respecting the predenuilMiiit 
it was an assertion equally false and rklicu* 
lotts : Marshal Ney could write hiaMetf. an4 
wanted not my asaistanGe/'— Napoleon m«dd 
no c6mmentson the a^ouat which had been 
given faim.^-*One solitary eicprbsmon, indeed, 
broke from him, and that was, '' Marshal Ney 
was a hsaiie man.^ . ' . 

' I ninftfoiied a r<|>6ft, as ^i^ted in :one of 
the Mndon papers; thUt an apprehe^itfaoii wai 
tBturtained of an insurreeticm ini Paris, on llie 
awttt of Marshal Ncrj^s milende Imng'fiv^ 
tied into catecution;-^— r" Ah Insurrection,'' 
said Niq^deon, with a Idni of :c6ntemptn<»w 
cafaniMBS^ '^ pugh ! get the troops un^r arms! 
—•Has the Duke of WelKngtdu left Paris >^ 

I Kally do not know^. Are the' Ei^ilisb 

and allied forces still in ttte<Ticiiiity of the 
capital ?*>^-— The En^ish, I' belie?«, are still 
in its neighbourhood ; but it appeMs,'from 
IjUe papers, that tfa^ .Russians and I^sttaaa 
ImTe retired upon the Rhine. That disposi*} 
tion of them, he replied, is altogether this most 
pafoper.-««— "-But hmr is it, he continued, that 
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among the papers which are sent for my pe*^ 
rusali I so seldom see the Morning Phronick. 
That W9» a question, which I did not pretend 
to aiiswer. > I thought proper, however, to 
mform hioii with; some Jittk ciiriosity to see 
how he woi|ld reqeive the infj^li^noe^ trifling; 
an it pify^appeaiv t);iat, ac«prding to the pa-^ 
pers, a l^isiap frnd; ^en s^^ced to pfty a 
6ine fbr;.p|}hlis|iiQg a r caricature in which he 
was reprinted. He. permitted me to de- 
scrihe. it, which 1 did in^ th^ . language oC 
the pavagi^ph. — -" Qn we. side of the print 
aifj^ared the figure . pf Louis X^VIIL sur- 
roiUMiedyby hi« familyi with the inscriptiQu, 
' J%is.ismll;' and on^the other :side, tliat of 
Napoleon attended by his family, with the 
motto, * • This is betUr* '*— " Pugh !" said 
he, ^^ what nonsense ! but such tra«h will be 
propagated, from some idle motive or other ;'' 
and with this observation he retired to his 
apartment. 

♦ . ► . 

General Gourgond's disorder assuiined a 
very dangerous appearance ; and the. symp- 
toms a^med to announce a fatal .tem^natioar 
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Hli ftpirits, indeed, were so stiilik,! ditvl hb ir6- 
fttMri td laac« tbe «iH j ttedfeitie «ll8t ffrftoiiwd 
iht least chftnce of relief ; tanA «v6tt flioiig^h H 
6dntiD(i6d t» be adttnotiiteried b^ ceitititMdkcie, 
tttad imt»ei^g«, lie mtttt^Utiite b^settiMi dw 
pf ey df bis ttieiaiichcdy 'apjprebenitdtts, if Hud 
tbibe; Which he date tiiM di«obdy, had no! 
ttrg:ed a shatp, atid as ik prbted, « intinigf 
rektinsti^oe. — ^•* Wh!at ridicuiotis beSia^ 
iriout- is this," said KTaj^eon to Mm } ** HXiH 
irh?A are these 'silly fears x>f yatt oWo'creft^ 
tioii, and trhieh yoti ap{>ear to be fotfd df im 
dul^n^, by refusing tlie taeaiis of diii^pallb^ 
them. — Hov bften liatie ^ou *^teed jdeaA' id 
the field of l)attle, t^bnt the letisK Whsatibn, 
of fear ; afa^ noW >^bu' arfe fesclffed t6 yield 
to his polrer, as if yoti treVe sKifiM. to resist 
him.— What a childish obstinacy !•— inay the 
fool no longer, 1 Ikg 0^' you, bdt sttbildt td 
ihe remedies with cBeeiifiilness, ^ich tan 
alone promote your restoration t6 health:^ 
This reproach softened the patient's obsti- 
nacy, he became sabmissive to the regimoi 
pi>esdribed, anci recovered. ' Some riiort tiine 
after, Ki^leon mid to me, '** Well, you 
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DoHon hitvi pmfMined Wonders with Gour- 
fond : if, howilter, ^t^ bad been a Priest em 
the lilaiid, he wpntd htfre diRofaatged yott 
both, dud tirpiled alone to his trtatmeut : bat 
fbi^iraMiy foi* faiai) mioli athinf as aConfegictf 
Was nbt to Wf^tm^." 

I ahi abb«f vo'faiy Ihe soene, but I fol^ 
low the track of the distinguished Exile, 
wbenewt I htt«<rtbe oppoHaniiy { a^d I now 
csal) y6ii to tittend hitn anio&g the Atvadiatife 
MSt/HfelenaJ When his-tikes his «seroise on 
horseback, he getaersliy b^nds h|s Way thrMgh 
it «kiep rattdfe, hdrnriatUJIy covered with 'r^e* 
iation and tosed fbr pasfore. Thfe road is 
naiWW^ tiie )l1«c6't6n«ly \ mii he, ita ^•muk' 
f fineiital or jpbc^itil tecinMenI, ha^ litdied k 
^ TkeValk^ 4fSitiHt!i.** t)A ^sciiUdiiigVfaiii 
tkMttfacted pUKty the eye'16 §e&Hed, lilid to the 
Ai%t occasion, miglkVprobttblir hd«(ir^HMd; by 
die r6irfdenceof a FtirmeJT. H«re di^'^fiued 
Totnrtst, on htii first <^cur8ion, deteilflilied to 
Snatbh aiMtobabtewaaus^entihypa^ingaTisit, 
Fortanately for Mm, ihe ftlatly tt«i« lakcO) bf 
IMtprise i fmr the apf»reh^MrioA of tUMt^ a gmK 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 124 ) 

would have emptied fhe hotise of its inhabit* 
ants. Mastor Le^; the tenaat of the man- 
sion, a plain honest countryman, met him at 
the door, when the extraordinary visitor, on 
the invitation which he receiVfed, dismounted, 
from his horse, and accompanied by the Count 
Delas Cases, entered the bouse, familiarly took 
hisseat>and,a8 usuaUbeganhisialerrogatories. 

Have you a wife? Yes, and please you» 
&V JBmpcror.— Have yott aily children ^ Six. 
— ^How much land have you got ? A hundred 
acre8.-~All capable of beii^ cultivated ? No, 
not one half. — What ^rpfiit does it bring you I 
Not a great deal: Init it .is much; improted 
since you« Mr. Emperor, <iatae amongst us. — 
Aye, how do yo^ mid&e that out P ^ Why, you 
must know, Sir Emp^POT) ws do^q[otgrow 
com in this here Island ; and our green vege* 
tables require a ready market. ; We li^w gs^ 
nerally had to wait for the.9rrtval <if a fleet ; 
and then, rafem, they ifould jHm^im^ 
all spoil : but now. Sir General, we have a 
prime sale for every artacle.-^Where* is j^our 
wife? Dang it, and please you> I. believe 
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she 18 scmred ; for I see my children have all 
ran out — Send for them, and let me be in« 
ta*odaced. Pray have you any good water? 
Yes, Sir ; and wine too, snch as is to be had 
from the Cape* 

The good woman^s alarm ' had by this 
time subsided; and she was persuaded by 
h» husband to make her appearance, and 
entered with eTcry mark of respect, and some 
astonishment. Napoleon, De las Cases, the 
Farmer and his wife, forming ^partie quarrie^ 
foryonrfibiloBOphic and profound contempla- 
tion, fltat down to four glasses of Cape wine ; 
and, when they were emptied, the visit con- 
cluded. 

The good man and his* family had been 
pisced so much at their ease by the courteous 
dtmeanomr of thar unexpected guests, that the 
subsequent visits laid tiiem under no restraint ; 
aad even die littie children used frequently 
to express their wishes by inquiring of their 
mother, *^ When will Bokbt come and see 
us again ?*?-» 
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Bat tbtfM ia Motber Farmer, wbow sam* 
is Rdt>iBwn^ who, Uk» Us »eigbbwir Ugg, 
ooeofMies bit acres of giurddn ground, idiieb 
sve divided into endq«B»e» by fimnm of eartb 
enlivened by the aloe and the priokly fmr. 
Here, as in the former humble habitation, the 
honest siliifilicify of rural life aj^ars in all 
its native coloura : but there is a flowed of no 
common beauty thai adonw the spot ; a very 
pretty girl of about seventeen, the daijglMte* 
of the owa&m of it. She is wbM we sbouU 
9^1 in Scotland, '* »wry hm^ Ume"^ 
Whether it was the pnouti^ siaeefit^ «pd 
innoeent manners of these honest people, <Nr 
the native charms of the rpstie aympb, or the 
picture of contentment that they presented to 
their visitor, which attracted him, I shall not 
pretenid tp detcrmiiHi biPt his^its b«P«nc so 
freqf^e^t, that the rebitiotts of iheie gao4 
p«opl0 ij^ ^ toiKfty mofrntfUmi^ fnmuK&ea 
W9^^ tbfir 4ftiii^»r» ivbo vm th^n lw» 
¥^nM m^e bwr&pi^satitofle frbennvwr tbe 

tim BB»u m ili n « Jm sM» olMFved, •«• ac- 
cordingly ceased to continue them^ . . 
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I 9)ian not vmt for wy* %Mitimiitl oodur- 
fieiw:^ wbiqb ave uHMTtew, with a view to 
l^i^gOmn wy tetter,.; If any (iirtiber i«fof* 
D^twvi ofi^iirsp )t io«)^ form tbe irafeject of 
aqotber Epifitla. I tbtfefoire wize flie pnsetil 
«I4|iQna»iiiy of awunog you, that 

I am, &c. &c. 

W.W. 



St. Heleha^ 
MY PBAB-^^^i 

1 begaa to think that my last Letter 
tvottM havie ooneluded the little History which 
i faai^e compiled from the living documents 
troond me, for the amusement and gratifica^ 
Ikm of your anxious curiosity. If it has 
answered tiiat purpose, t shall be satisfied ; 
and 1 am happy to continue my disjointed 
mmnnlAwe^ with some unexpected notices that 
aiay be equally Inlemting, as Ikr as th« term 
emk h& aj^ied to those which have preceded 
thrai. 
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It is near six weeks siiice I have visited 
Longwood, or have had any eommuntcatidii 
with the inhahitante of it Chance, however, 
conducted me to a patty where I m^t Dt las 
Cases. \ after some general conversation on 
the arrival of the new Goveft[ior, he informed 
me that his Master had made frequent en- 
quiries after me ; and had even expressed his 
surprize at my absence. *^ We have not 
seen you,*' he added, " since your resuscitation 
of General Gourgond ; and I cannot but feel 
curious to know, whether your acting as a 
stranger, arises from any disinclination on 
your part, or a particular prohibition from 
the Admiral ?*' — ^I replied, " neither the one 
or the other : but, at the same time, I. thought 
it became me to attend to the giep^ral ofdersb 
and I could not justify mysdf in r<equestii^ 
a passport to Longwood without having, sqjdqi^ 
ostensible reason/'— ** But I wish, veiy mudi," 
he answered, ^' to consult you about the 
health of my son."—'' That remm is soffit 
cient ; I will inunediaNiy apply tothe Adni« 
ral, who is now in the room, ajod have no 
doubt of his ready acquiescence." I was ac- 
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cwdiilgly engaged to breakfast with Napo- 
leon.' mi the following morning at eleven 
o'eioek. The violent rains, however, disap- 
pointed me ; but 1 took the earliest opportu- 
nity of fulfilling my promise. The breakfast 
hour' was passed When I reached Longv^odd, 
and! Its MBBter had been invited by the sere- 
niiy of the day, to take an eariier wialk in 
the garden than was his general cudtom: I 
presume that he had' observed me a3 I 
approaic^ed- th^ house, while te wks screened 
firiHn me by an intervening hedge. As I had 
exceeded the tireakfast hour, after v^hieh he 
generally retires to the solitude of faia apart- 
BGnrt, I did' not 'expect' to *8ee hinr; and to' 
siy die truth, unaless there had been, a pros- 
peeti of ' obtainhlg seme novelty, ray dear 
frifeud, foryorur entertainment^ 1 bhould rather 
hftve felt a reKef iQ the idea tfiat Iwatnot to 
be:ea|KMiedto oneof h£) rapid exaniinations. 
-^I soon;- howwer, met the Count De 1^ 
Caae^ who, presuming, that the great Man 
had retiredrfor the day, proposed piy accom- 
panying: hitti' to hi^ apartment; where, he said, 
after you have seen my son^ we will take a 
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few peeps into our History, which I know 
will interest you, as the Work itself will 
interest the whole world, if we have perseve- 
rance to get through with it. 

I do not recollect whether, in any of my 
former Letters I mentioned, from the autho- 
rity of this gentleman, who is the Emanuensis 
of the Historian, that Buonaparte was seri- 
ously and laboriously engaged in writing the 
Annals of his Life. I had already been. in- 
fojmed by the same person, that the Cam- 
paigns of Egypt and Italy, and what he styles 
My JReign of an hundred Days^ or some such 
title, were completed*; and that the interme- 
diate periods were in a pn^essive state* I 
therefore was lookingforward to a very curious 
morning, and hugging myself on the approach- 
ing view of such manuscripts as were to be 
unfolded to me : but this expectation was dis- 
appointed by a message from Napoleon to 
attend him in Us room. As I knew that my 

! ■<■■«■■■ ,1, ■ ■ l> ■ f I M 

* This Work includes the interval, or some portion of 
it, between the abdication of Fontainbleau and that of 
Paris. 
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▼i»it would not be one of mere ceremony, I 
prevailed upon my companion to accompany 
me, as his interpretations are always given 
with such aptitude and perspicuity, and be- 
sides, afford me tim^ to arrange my answers. 
There was some little finesse employed in 
making this arrangement, as the fomils of the 
Court at Longwood are most respectfully ob- 
served by the attendants on it. 

On entering the room I observed the back 
of a sofa turned towards me ; and on advancing 
I saw Napoleon laying at full length on it, 
with his left-arm hanging over the upper part. 
The glare of light was excluded by a Vene- 
tian blind, and before him there was a table 
covered with books. I could distinguish 
among them some fine bdund volumes on the 
French Revolution. The heat of the day had 
occasionedhim to dism&ntle himself of coat and 
waistcoat. — ^The moment his eye met mine, he 
started up, and exclaimed, in English, in a 
tone of gQod-humoured vivacity, '^ Ah, Warden 
how do you do }'' I bowed in return ; when 
he stretched out his hand, saying,^' I have got 
k2 
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t^e \^Yi9U and ptp^iTjU^, hqth ff om tli^ r^g^ir. 
Ifirity of 4ie pa)sa»tio& and the joqular ^x.prfi(h 
aipo qf 1^, countenance, thjat he wfU9 exr 
erqi^jng a little qfhi^ pleaiiantry^ Lexpre^aed^ 
ipy wish that l)i§,h^Uh might alwajys remain 
th<$ wn^i Hifi them . ga^^ mp a gentle tap, qp. 
the cheekj witb.th^, back of his, hand ; a^d 
desired me to go into, tbu^.i^id^ of^thi? roomi. 
as he had something to say to me. I now 
c()ij^ra^lat^d .him Oil the pT|a8ery«tioii..o£ his 
h^|tjtw u^ complimented him at t^^ s^^te. 
ti](net o^the prpgress he appeai:ed to haje^ 
v^^ iftith^ ^i^li^h laqguag^* '' I certa^idy; 
eiyify/' he said, *' a^^iry. gopd.^^t^ oflieaUJp^ 
vfUak I;atUihiatet9,a,pg^rQj|8.qlpenr^p(5ei,Q^^^ 
rcigftpen., My. appetite .iss^qh %ut I £^ afib 
i£Jc9Mlde»tatany:tiwB.0^,thfi.d*x; hji»tI,aB^;; 
rtgvlarjn my mfi»l#; and. alwA]^ J^V^: off^ 
e^QgwithanappetltQ: hfl^idefcl.nfty^F, asj 
y9tt JiBPw, drink jBtrong winei^Witb^Mp^t/ 
tQ>tlie Cc&glidb lanigtti^e)'' he continped,^ '' I. 
hiieefaeen^tiecy d(ligenl:< I nowjead yodflSemfh. 
papers with* eases and must own,, that<:hey > 
affi»Sdinieno iigiansid^saUleamnsement^ Tfaejfii 
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Are, oeMbidiidll^^ki^dti&isteiiVahd sometime 
abusive. — In one pa^^r il am called ^Leur^ in 
another a Tyrant^ in a third a Monster^ and, 
in one of them, which I really did not expect, 
I am described as a Coward; but it turned 
out, after all, that the writer aid not accuse 
me of avoiding danger in the field of battle, or 
iljing from an enemy, or fearing to look at 
the menaces of fate and fortune ; it did not 
charge me with wanting presence of mind in 
t^<& h«M^ of 'battle, arid in Ae suspense of con- 
"flit^g 'atnMes.^^No s«€*i thing ; I w&tited 
<!6«[riige it si^#ins, b^cfausie I did fn^t cfOcQfy 
tfi&e A doSfe «f ^(/fton, (k thrttw myielf into 
tftfe «!», or felo'tfr out my brains.—The Edit<#, 
ttHMt <5ertaiAly MisfUtiden^iwte me ; lisMe, tA 
ktet, too totidh dtfwfagfe fbr tbat:-^¥oitt' 
pa^r6 ter^ ihfiu^hdid by ^irty pilW^iplliS: 
^mm bft^ f>rBis€S the oiti^ M^iH abttt^ • flffd 
M vtee versft: thfe^ #ho HVie itt ^ ttMixJ- 
pol«s Vrftei^ tb«y bi« ^blibhedv ^fl judge 
of pacing ^^h\A mA t1r&riS;^i6ti^ for t\km- 
lelvtefS; butfr«fi^ns Iftit^at;^ distance ^m 
the capital, ^nd pttrttctiftriy jfet^iguen^ iliust 
be Ati tosi to determilte apqn tlte ffeal Mate <tf 
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things, and th6 characters of public men, from 
Hie perusal of your Journals/^ 

Napoleon appearing as it were, to be speak- 
ing out, and in a humour to deliver opinions, 
instead of confining himself to asking ques- 
tions, I was determined to speak out too; 
and I had no doubt that I should lead him 
into an interesting conversation, or induce 
him to wish me a good day. 

. I accordingly replied, ^' I really think that 
you must possess more patience than my coun- 
trymen are disposed to allow you, if you really 
wade through all the columns that have been 
filled on your subject. You cannot, €reneral, 
suppose for a moment, that the extraordinary 
events which have taken place, and of which 
you have formed such a prqminent part, 
would not be considered and observed upon 
with great freedom by a thinking people like 
the English, and who have the privilege, 
and may Hiey ever possess it, of speakiag and 
writing what they tbink/^ I was proceeding 
in full swing and in a yery patriotic way, when 
he thus mterrupted me. *' This calling of 
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Bailies^ and these scolding epithets, only serve 
to amuse me ; but there are observations in 
your papers, which produce far different sen- 
sations. You have :'* he continued, " a writer 
whom I greatly admire ; I believe he is of 
your country, a Scotchman — ^Macpherson, the 
author of Ossian. There is also a person of the 
name of Belsham : on what subjects has he 
written ? — ^I replied, " that I believed he had 
written an account of the reign of our ex- 
cellent Sovereign,"—^" Yes,'* he said, "your 
Lawsperinit you to writeof kings, of ministers, 

of measures, and of one another." " Yes,'* 

I replied, '' such is the privilege of EngUsh- 
men ; and, possessing the infirmities of human 
nature, they may sometimes abuse it. • Mis- 
conception, party spirit, and perhaps factious 
minds, may, at times, tend to propagate. and 
support erroneous, anc) even violent opinions; 
b»t the love of justice and of truth, forms the 

genuine character of an Englishman/' ~ 

" Nevertheless," he observed, " you appear 
to handle my character rather roughly : and 
more so, since I have been in your power/' 
" To that opinion. General,^' 1 answered 
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rather quickly, ** I must beg 'leave ito iMldraM 
a direct negative. — You have notalwaysiiad 
the leisure to examine jEnglish publicatioqist 
which you enjoy at present, hint J do>assuK 
you, that from the time of your beooHmg 
First Consul of France, to the moment vhep 
you set your foot on the deck of the Bellero- 
phon, the English press has never ceased to 
fuhninate its displeasure against you ; and 
this without exception, for Ae parties who 
differed in every thing i>esides, expressed but 
one and the same opinion of you. This, I 
presume, you must have known at the time, 
though the vast progects that have occupied 
your mind, may have prevented your memory 
^x>m retaining a detail of our literary offences: 
your official papers, however, marked their 
perfect acquaintance with the hostility ef 
our journals, and returned their paragraphic 
missiles in every direction. You were ra&er 
angry with Old England, when you ordered 
the Moniteur to call us a ' Nation of Shop- 
keepers :* — -A great commercial nation we 
certainly are, and may we ever remain so : 
for it is that commerce which has proved a 
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tfynkntmu of resources, iviiofle ftdlnre woidd 
Jiave prevented even :the ii«tt¥e .and irra- 
MBtible bjrmrwy of B|igIi£&meH firomtmaking 
ithi; late immortal additions to oiir national 
glMy. .'But we are also ra nio8tinotd&4ainded, 
magnanimous and^etieixMis|»eople ; and were 
inerer (known to insult a ^^onqueved tenemj;; 
(nay, hoir often iias it hafvpen^d that holh eoor 
aailors and our aoldi^^ ka^fa ritqued theinlireB 
to save a iall^i foe. £ven when yen had 
thrown away ^ne of die brigbtecit diademtf in 
•Europe, and 'had aceeptedaiBlender Siceptre in 
"Eiba, you weve in^tMitly ^iKated with <KAnfia- 
mitiTe mildness by the mora prevtilingpuMic 
Anions in JBngland. And nlew, that yon are, 
as you ciinse to term 4t, in our poller, a general 
Ieeling4)f a generous nature is known to beex- 
eited : Yes, Sir, there are numbers who would 
tkave rej^»i€ed to hear that you bad t>it the 
ground on the field of battile, who are now Hth 
posed to wish ybu every comfort that can he 
safely allowed in your present situation. — If 
Ae Northumberland had overtaken you in a 
French niati«^f-war, ^ndeslvouring to make 
yourmeditatede8capetoAnEierica,e«eryoJficeis 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 138 ) 

and every i sailor aad soldier would have been 
bravely engaged in the attempt to take, burn, 
sink, or: destroy the ship that bore you ; yet, 
aa you have readily acknowledged, you 
were treated by them, during the whole of 
the voyage, wilii every gentle, manly, and 
.polite attention. And, if I • may venture to 
apeak of myself, l^h^ beg. leave to add,, that 
:i was bred up iii the liatred of you : nay, that 
:no proofs of Holy. Writ were more strongly 
imprinted in my mind, than the truth of the 
the9 universally prevailing opiniona coiicerii- 
iogyou; nevertheless, I am reiidy; to shew 
you every personal coqrtesy, to be thankful 
{or the civilities 1 have received, from, yout 
and to offer you such aervioe as I am perr 
jnitted by the^bedeyol^ce of the Government 
which I./aerve, and ms^y be consistent with 
4hpse regulations which its political wisdpip 
has thought necessary to provide for the 9$tfe- 
guard and ultimate security of ycmr person/' 

I ^as.r^solved to sp^k my sentiments with 
Iceedon^, and you may now think my good 
fiiend, ify^ I did not balk my r^solutiim. I 
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could not, indeed, forbear to defend the ge- 
nerous temper of Englishmen, when it received 
such an attack. My candid sentiments and 
unreserved langus^e appeared, hofrever, to 
meet my auditor's approbation, and he asked 
me, to my great surprise, if I remembered Ae 
history of Captain Wright.~-^1 answered, 
" Perfectly well ; and it is a prevailing opi- 
nion in England, that you ordered him to be 
murdered in the Temple/* — ^With the utmost 
rapidity of speech, he replied, " For what ob- 
ject? • Of all men he was the person whom I 
should have most desired to live. Whence 
could I have procured so valuable an evidence 
M he would have proved oh the trial of the 
conspirators in and about Paris. The Heads 
of it he himself had landed on the French 
coast/* My curiosity was at this moment suc{i 
as to be betrayed in my looks.-^" Listen,** con- 
tinued Napoleon, ^^ and you shall hear. The 
: English brig of war, commanded by CSaptain 
Wright, WBB employed by your government 
in landing traitors and spies on the West 
coast of France. Seventy of the number bad 
actually reached P^st; and, so^'mysterious 
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^^fveFe!th6ir')irooiedisgB, soTeited ininipeilte- 
^brable (Conoe&hiieBt, -ihat altfamigh General 
ilyal, of the PoKce, gaTe me <bi8iiif0vtnittio&, 
iflie name or jihce of their msort dmM not be 
ilncoTered. I reeeifiFed ^afby )ai»iMraiiQeB.4hat 
my life tro«ild foe aitteaipted^ aii4tbcmgb l4Ui 
nmt igi^e entire- aredk to ik^m^ltook^S^eiy 
precautioii for my qpifeeenralfion, Tliefirig 
uras oflerwanh ^tabon near .]i«H>rftat» with 
Captain Wriglitr iJis tiomttaandec, . who was 
cmrtuA before Ate PMfedt df #k^ SkepaMinent 
lof MorbeaiM at Vaimes: ?Getieml J<iliml, 
Iben Prefieet, bad ^abormi^anied/jideii^ the 
expeditieii td SBgypt, atid reeogmfied Ciiptain 
Wright bn Uie first view ^himi^ lotdligfeMe 
«f this drcmtistance wiis ifldstfrntly: ; trans- 
mitted M' Buris; and krttfiiGtiofiB w^re ex- 
peditiously retdmed to tirterragale thii Jorew, 
aepatately» and trinsfer their testtflkonies to 
the Minister of Police. The pwport of their 
lesiaiiiiiiation was at first very nnsatisfectory ; 
:but« ait lengthy on the examination of one of 
ilfaecrevr^ some light was thrown cfntfaesub- 
jedt. He stated that the Brig had landed 
<aeveral Frenfifanksns andaiiong thai hte parti- 
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cfyiw^y rpiQ(mber9d one^ aveiy mervy f^ons . 
wJhor wa». cftlkd Pkhegfu^ Tthw»» a elufe wMr 
found that led to the diaicovery* of ariploli. 
which, had it succeeded, would have thrown 
the French nation, ajsecond. time,. into a, state 
of revolution* — Captain Wright was aceordN 
ingly convieyed to Faris^ and confined, in tba^ 
Temple ; jthere to>remain till it was.found con-. 
Tenient to bring the formidable acoeseartea of: 
this treasonaUei dasjgaitoi triaL Itie^ law. oS\ 
France would haye.aul^eGted: Wright to the 
poaiahnittitiof dealh : bittba waa of minor con* i 
sidera(tion« My grand . ol^ject w«ta : toi securer 
the. principals, and I coosidnred theJBngiisli. 
CapiadnfsieTidQiice of theutatostconsequeaoer; 
tMmrds completing, my. object/'— 'He 9^Ai 
andagainvmo8t8oieiMdyd0««ted,ttkfitA£^ftM^ 
Wright diediUithp Tlempli, by hiaowhhqnd^'; 
aa> devcsibed in the MamUwti and'ata^mnoliD 
ewrlter iperiodllhan4ia8 jbeeni^nftrally UdlieTiodJ^ 
•-^ttthQ^saiBMtiffle) heslated^ that bis aaseivf} 
ti«»wa8 founded on documenteifhidhihehadj 
suiQe.'esMiQined. The causatbC this enquiryt 
at»M fronn the yisit, I think, he said,; of Lomki 
l^ihrington toi JSlha^. and -he* added^ ^ That» 
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nobleman appeared to be perfectly satinfied 
mth the account which was given him of this 
mysterious business. 

I was so far encouraged by the easy, com^ . 
municative manner of the Ex-emperor, that I 
continued my observations without reserve : 
I, therefore, did not hesitate to express my 
doubts respecting th^ time thait Capt. Wright 
remained in the Temple previous to his death. 
To satisfy me in this particular. Napoleon 
turned over a long succession of pages in a late 
publication of Mr. Goldsmith's, which had 
been brought himi by Sir Hudson Lowe. I do 
not recollect the title, whieh is probably fanp* 
Iktr to you, who have suffered nothing that 
relates to the government of France to hare 
escaped you, but I could perceive, that it 
consisted of Extracts from the M(miteur, ifc. 
during the Imperial reign. — ^Asherefared to 
the index he frequently pointed out the name 
of Wrighty spelled Bightj and with a con- 
fident expectation, as it certainly aiqpeared to 
me, of finding, some document that would 
confirm his account The Author, liawever. 
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either had not been able to discoterany written 
testimony, to mark the precise time of Captain 
Wrighf s death, or had intentionally withhel*^ 
it ; and the latter Buonaparte repeatedly and ' 
ftrmly insisted must have been the cause of 
any doubt remaining as to the trutb of his 
assartion. 

As he turned over the leaves of this volume, 
he acknowledged that many of the reports 
were genuine, but with frequent inaccuracies 
and mistatements ; and if my memory is cor- 
rect, he particularised that which was given 
of the battle of Marengo. But he did not 
stop here ; and continually desired to know 
whether I perfectly comprehended his mean- 
ing, as that Was his most earnest wish. And 
now, to my utter astonishmeht,'he entered ujpon 
the ev^nt of the * Duke D*Enghien*$ death. 
This was a topic that could not be expected ; 
and particularly by me, as there appeared 
even among his followers, who were always 
on tip-toe to be his apologists, an evasivie 
silence or contradictbry statements, when- 
ever this afflicting event became the subject 
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of enquiry^ whicb had occaskmally hli|iiteQcd) 
during the course of our voyage. Here Na^ 
poleon ])ecame very animaMd^ and^>fta[i raised' 
himself on the sofa whare he had^hilherto re- 
mained in a redioJing postwe. Tfa^^ intaree^i 
attached to the sutgect, and ^ the e&ergy of 
his delivery, combined to impress the teoeirt, 
of his narrative so strongly on my mind, that 
you need not doubt the accuracy of this re- 
petition of it. He began as follows : — 

" At this eventful period of my. life, I had 
" succeeded in restoring order And tranqyillity, 
^' to a kingdom torn asunder by. faction, and 
*' delug^d in Uood. That nation had placed me 
^' at their head* I came,not as your Cromwell 
*' did, or your Third Richards No suehtbin^* 
" — I found a crown in the kennel ; I cleansed 
^'it from its filth, and pjaced it on my head« 
" My safety now became; neoessajy^ to pren 
^^ serve that tranquillity so rec^otly restored ; 
'^ and, hitherto, 'SO satis&ctorily preserved, as 
"the leading characters of tjbie^ nation well 
*^ know* iVt the same time ^ repprt^ ^wert every, 
"nigb^ br^ug^me'" (I.tbinky fee said, Igr. 
C^eraL Br3^1,).^'Vthat .cokii^mi^^ 
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^ agitation ; that meetings were held in pat- 
^^ ticular houses in Paris, and names even 
^* were mentioned ; at the same time, no sa- 
*^ tisfactory proofs could be obtained, and the 
*' utmost vigilance and ceaseless pursuit of 
** the Police was evaded. General Moreau, 
^ indeed, became suspected, and I was seri- 
*' ously importuned to issue an order for his 
" arrest ; but his character was such, his name 
*^ stood so high, and the estimation of him so 
"^^ great in the public mind, that, as it ap- 
*^ peared to me, he had nothing to gain, and 
«« every thing to lose, by becoming a conspi- 
^^ rator against me: I, therefore, could not but 
^^ exonerate him from such a suspicion. — I 
" accordingly refused an order for the pro- 
:^^ posed arrest, by the following intimation to 
*' the Minister of Police. ^ You have named 
'*' Pichegtn, Georges, and Moreau : convince 
"*' me that the foimer is iti Paris, and I will 
*' innnediately cause the latter to be arrested.^ 
^' ^— Anotherand a very singular circumstance 
«« led to the devielopement of the plot One 
'' night, as I lay agitated and wakeful, I rose 
«^ from my bed) and exanUaed the list of su»- 

L 
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^^ pected traitors ; and Chance, which rule^ 
'^ the world, occasioned my stumbling, as it 
^^ were, on the name of a surgeon, who had 
^' lately returned from an English prison. This 
^' man's age, education, find experience in 
/' life, induced me tQ believe, that his conduct 
^' must be attributed to any other motive than 
^^ that of youthful fanaticism in favour of a 
'^ Bourbon : as far as circumstances qualified 
" me to judge, money appeared to be his 
*' object. — I accordingly gave orders for this 
*^ man to be arrested ; when a summary mock 
"^ trial was instituted, by which he was found 
" guilty, sentencecl to die, and informed he had 
*' but six hours to live. This stratagem had 
^* the deinred effect : be was terrified into con- 
^^ fession. It was now known that Pichegm 
:^^ had a brother, a monastic Priest, then re- 
'' siding iii Paris. I ordered a party of Genl» 
" d'Armes to visit this man« and if he had 
"quitted his house, I conceived there would 
«' be good ground for suspicion. The old 
«^ Monk was secured, and, in the act of hiis 
^< ari^est, his fears betrayed what I most wanted 
^ to kdew*-^ Is kU^ he exclaimed^ * because 
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*' I afforded shelter to a brother that I dixt 

" thus treated/ The object of the plot was 

•* to destroy me ; and the success of it wouldy 

" of course, have been my destruction. It 

" emanated from the capital of your country, 

" with the Count d' Artois at the head of it. To 

" the West he sent the Duke de Berri, and to 

*' the East the Duke D'Enghein. To France 

** your vessels conveyed underlings of the 

*^ plot) and Moreau became a convert to the 

** cause. The moment was big with evil : I 

*^ felt myself on a tottering eminence, and, I 

^' resolved to hurl the thunder back upon the 

*' Bourbons even in the metropolis of the 

** British empire. My Minister vehemently 

*^ urged the seizure of the Duke though in a 

'^ neutral territory. But I still hesitated, and 

^* Prince Benevento brought the order twice, 

*^ and urged the measure with all his powers 

" of persuasion : It was not, however, till I was 

^^ fully convinced of its necessity, that I sanc^ 

*^ tioned it by my signature. The matter could 

^' be easily arranged between me and theDuke 

*^ of Baden. Why, indeed, should I suffer a 

** man residing on the ipery confines of my 
L 2 
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'^ kingdom, to commit a crime which, within 
" the distance of a mile, by the ordinary 
" course of law, Justice herself would con- 
" damn to the scaffold. And now answer 
*' me ; — Did I do more than adopt theprin- 
" ciple of your government, when it ordered 
" the capture of the Danish fleet, which was 
" thought to threaten mischief to your coun- 
'^ try ? It had been urged to me again and 
^> again, as a sound political opinion, that the 
" new dynasty could not be secure, while the 
*^ Bourbons remained. Talleyrand never de- 
^^ viated from this principle : it was a fixed, 
** Unchangeable article in his political creed. 
•* — But I did not become a ready or a wib 
^^ ling convert. I examined the opinion with 
^' care and with caution : and the result was 
" a perfect conviction of its necessity. — ^The 
*.' Duke D'£nghein was accessary to the Con- 
" federacy ; and although the resident of a 
*' neutral territorjs the urgency of the case, in 
*' which my safety and the public tranquillity, 
** to use no stronger expression, were involved, 
** justified the proceeding. I accordingly or- 
''^ dered him to be teized and tried : He was 
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'" found guilty, and sentenced to be shot.-~ 
" The sentence was immediately executed^ 
•* and the same fate would have followed had 
f^ irtbeen Louis the Eighteenth. For I again 
" declare that I found it necessary to roll the 
*^ thunder back on the metropolis of England, 
" as from thence, with the Count d'Artais 
<' at their head, did the assasins assail me. 

" Your country also accuses me of the 

" death of Pichegru" 1 replied, " It is 

" most certainly and universally believed 
** throughout the whole British empire, that 
" he was strangled in prison by your orders/* 
He rapidly answered, " What idle, disen- 
" genuous folly ! a fine proof, how prejudice 
'^ can destroy the boasted reasoning faculties 
" of Englishmen ! Why, I ask you, should 
*' that life be taken away in secret which the 
^* laws consigned to the hands of a public 
" executioner. The matter would have been 
" different with respect to Moreau. Had he 
" died in a dungeon, there might have been 
^^ grounds to justify the suspicion that he had 
** not been guilty of suicide. He was a very 
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^^ popular character, as well as muctt^ be^ 
" loved by the army ; and I should never 
^' have lost the odium, however guiltless I 
*^ might have been, if the justice of his dftith, 
^* supposing his life to have been forfeited 
*' by the laws, h&d not been made apparent 
^' by the most puUic execution/* 

Here^he paused ; and I replied. — " There 
*^ may, perhaps^ be persons in England, who 
*^ are disposed to acknowledge the necessity of 
«' rigorous measures at this important period 
" of your history; but none, I believe,areto be 
" found who would attempt to justify the pre- 
*^ cipitate manner in which the young Prince 
" was seized, tried, sentenced, and shot/^ — 
He instantly answered, ^^ I was justified in 
'^ my own mind ; and I repeat the declaration 
*^ which I have already made, that I would 
** have ordered the execution of Louis the 
^' Eighteenth. At the same time, 1 solemnly 
*' affirm, that no message or letter from the 
** Duke reached me after sentence of death 
" had been passed upon him/' 

Talleyrand, however, w?is said .to be in 
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possession of a Letter from the Royal Prisoner, 
addressed to Napoleon, which they who are 
well qualified to know, declared he took upon 
himself not to deliver, till it was too late to be 
of any service to the writer. J saw a copy of 
this Lettec in possession of Count de las Cases, 
which he calmly represented to me as one of 
the mass of documents, formed or collected to 
authenticate and justify certain mysterious 
parts of the history which he was occasionally 
employed in writing, under the dictation of 
the hero of it. Do not startle — the Letter was 
to beg his Life ; and to this effect. — It stated 
his opinion that the Bourbon dynasty was ter- 
minated. That was the settled opinion of 
his mind, and he was about to prove the sin- 
cerity of it. He now considered France no 
otherwise than as his country, which he loved 
with the most patriotic ardor, but merely as 
a private citizen. The crown was no longer 
in his view : it was now beyond the possibility 
of recovery: it would not, it could not be re- 
stored. He therefore requested to be allowed 
to live and devote his life and services to 
France, merely as a native of it. He was ready 
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to take any command or any rank in the French 
army, to become a brave and loyal Soldier, 
subject to the will and orders of the Governr 
ment, in whose hands soever it might be, to 
which he was ready to swear fealty ; and that, 
if his life were spared, he would devote it with 
the utmost courage and fidelity to support 
France against all its enemies. Such was thf^ 
Letter which, cis it was represented to me, 
TalleyrBnd took care not to deliver till the 
hand that wrote it was unnerved by death. 

— ^Napoleon continued to speak of the 
Bourbon Family — " Had I,'' he said, " beeu 
^' apxious to get any, or all the Bourbons into 
5^ my possession, I could hay^ accomplished 
^^ the object. Your Smugglers oflfered me a 
^^ Bourbon for a stated sum (I think he named 
40,000 francs)but, on coming to a more precise 
^^ explanation, they entertained a doubt of fuU 
'' filling the engagement as it was originally 
" proposed. They would not undertake to 
f^ posses themselves of any of the Bourbon 
'f family absolutely alive : though, with the 
5f alternative, alive or dead^ they had no dou^t 
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** of completing it. — ^But it was not my wish 
" merely to deprive them bf life. Besidesg 
'^ circumstances had taken a tarn which then 
" fixed me without fear of change or chance 
*' on the throne I possessed. — I felt my se- 
" curity, and left the Bourbons updisturbed.— ? 
" Wanton, useless murder, whatever has been 
'^ said and thought of me in England, ha9 
" never been my practice : to what end or 
^' purpose could I have indulged the horrible 
" propensity. — When Sir George Rumbold 
*' and Mr. Drake, who had been carrying on 
f' a correspondence with conspirators in Paris^ 
" were seized, they were not murdered.**' 

Here he ceased to speak ; and as I was 
determined to gratify my curiosity as far as 
his present communicative spirit would allow; 
I was determined to continue the conversation. 
— ^I accordingly observed, " that of all the 
undertakings which composed his wonderful 

* In looking over these Letters, for the press, I felt a 
doubt whetber this observntion respecting Sir George Rum- 
bold was made at this time, or at some other ; or whether it 
proceeded from Buonaparte, or Count de las Cases : but 
I am positive that it was made by one or the other. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 154 ) 

Career, no circumstance had excited such 
astonishment in England, as his expedition to 
Russia, before he had brought the Peninsular 
war to a termination, which, at that time, ap« 
peared to be an attainable object/' I paused, 
expecting a reply on the subject ; — however, 
he gave none ; but, as if he had not heard my 
observation, proceeded to a renewal, in some 
degree, of the former topics. 

" Your country," he said, " has accused 
^^ me of having murdered the sick and wouncU 
^^ ed of my army at Jaffa. Be assured that 
/' if I had committed such a horrid act, my 
" veiy soldiers themselves would have exe- 
*^ crated me; and I might have looked to 
*' their ceasing to obey me. There is no oc- 
*' currence of life to which I gave more pub- 
" licity than this. You have an officer, a Sif 
*' Robert Wilson, who has written very co- 
" piously on the subject of my campaign in 
" Egypt." As he repeated the last sentence, 
he assumed an air and tone of sarcastic jocu- 
larity ; and then asked me, if I had read Sir 
Robert's publication. I replied in the affir* 
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mative : — " It is possible/' he .said, " that he 
MTote from the testimony of other people 
equally prone to error as himself: he cannot 
pretend to have done it from his own observa* 
tion. — Can you tell me" continued Napoleon, 
^^ whether Sir Sydney Smith, in any official 
communications to yourgovemment, attempt- 
ed, in any way, to corroborate the testimony 
of Sir Robert Wilson." I could not, at the 
moment, sufficiently recollect the purport of 
his dispatches, to determine the point, but I 
replied, as I felt, « That he had not" This 
reply however, indecisive as it was, appeared 
to affi>rd him considerable satisfaction^ as he 
instantly repeated—-" I believe so : for Sir 
Sydney Smith is a brave and just man." — I 
here observed that *^ There are many in Eng^ 
land who imagine your jealousy and hatred of 
Sir Sydney Smith influenced your conduct 
towards Captain Wright." — He smiled with 
astonishment at such an idea— —-the thought 
of coupling the two names appeared never to 
have entered his imagination. " Ridiculous ! 
nonsense !" was his reply. He then entered 
pn the following narrative. 
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*^ On raising the siege of St. Jean de Acre« 
the army retired upon Jaffa. It had become 
a matter of urgent necessity. The occupation 
of this town for any length of time was totally 
impracticable, from the force that Jezza Pacha 
Was enabled to bring forward. The sick and 
wounded were numerous ; and their removal 
was my first comideration. Carriages, the 
most conyenient that could be formed, were 
appn^riated to the purpose. Some of them 
were sent by water to Damietta, and the res^ 
were accommodated, in the btet possible 
manner^ to accompany their comrades in their 
inarch through the Desert. Seven men, how- 
ever^ occupied a quarantine hospital, who 
were infected with the plagiie ; whose report 
was made me by the chief of the medical 
staff; (Ithinkit wasDegenette). Hefufther 
added, that the disease had gained such a 
stage of nudignancy, there was not the least 
probability of their continuing idive be3?0Bid 
fidrtj*eight hours/* — ^I here exclaimed in a 
dubioos tone, the word — seven 7 and imme- 
diately asked whether I was to understand 
that there were no more than seren-— " I 
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perceive/' he replied, " that you have heard 
a different account/' — " Most assuredly. Ge- 
neral : Sir Robert Wilson states fiftj«86ven or 
seventy-seven ; and speaking more collec- 
tively—your whole sick and wounded/* He 

then proceeded " The Turks were nu- 

" merous and powerful, and their cruelty 
" proverbial throughout the army. Their 
'^ practice of mutilating and barbarously treat- 
^^ ing their Christian prisoners, in particular, 
^^ was well known among my trpops, and hiid 
" a preservative influence on my mind and 
'^ conduct f and I do affirm, that there w^re 
*^ only seven men whom circumstances com« 
". pelled me to leave as short-lived sufferers 
" at Jaffa. They were in that stage of the 
" disease which rendered their removal ut* 
^^ terly impracticable, exclusive of the disse* 
^^ mination of the disease among the healthy 
'^ troops. Situated as I was, I could not place 
" them under the protection of the English ^ 
" I, therefore, desired to seethe senior medical 
«« officer, and observing to him, that the a€« 
" flictions of their disease woijld be cruelly. 
" aggravated by the conduct of the Turks to- 
^^ wards them ; and that it was impossible to 
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*^ continue in possession of the Town, I de^^ 
*' sired him to give me his best advice on the 
^ occasion. I said, tell me what is to be done ! 
** He hesitated for some time, and then re- 
" peated, that these men, who were the ob- 
" jects of my very painful solicitade, could 
" not survive forty-eight hours. — I accord- 
*^ ingly suggested, (what appeared to be his 
" opinion, though he might not chuse to 
" declare it, but wait with the trembling hope 
" to receive it from me ;) the propriety, be- 
^^ cause I felt it would be humanity, to shorten 
" the sufferings of these seven men by admi- 
" nistering Opium. Such a relief, I added, 
^^ in a similar occasion, I should anxiously 
" solicit for inyscir — ^But, rather contrary to 
** my expectation, the propositioa was op- 
** posed, and consequently abandoned. I 
" therefore halted the army one day longer 
'^ than I intended ; and, on my quitting Jaffii, 
" left a strong rear-guard, who continued in 
" that city till the third day. At the expiration 
** of that ;period, an officer's report reached 

" me, that the men were ^lead." ^" Then 

General,*' 1 could not resist exclaiming, " no 
Opium was given,'* The emphatic answer I 
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received was — " No : none ! — A report was 
*^ brought me that the men died before the 
" rear-guard had evacuated the city/' 

I again interrupted him by mentioning that 
Sir Sydney Smith, when he afterwards entered 
Jaffa, found one or two Frenchmen alive.—, 
" Well/* he answered, " that, after all, may. 
be possible !** — It was, I think, at this period 
of the conversation, that he stated his being in 
possession of a Letter from Sir Sydney Smith, 
written in very complimentary language, 
which expressed the writer's astonishment, as 
well as praise, on the accommodations which 
were contrived and executed to transport the 
French sick and wounded from Acre to Jafia, 
and thence across the Desart. 

I here took occasion to observe, " that a 
late English traveller, a distinguished scholar 
and learned professor of the University of 
Cambridge, had excited a very general doubt 
respecting the accuracy of this particular pari 
of Sir Robert Wilson's narrative- Dr. Clark^ 
the person to whom I alluded, had" I said, 
^^ travelled through Turkey, and as I believed|^ 
by the route of Aleppo and Damascus to Jt^ 
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rusalem, and from thence to Jaffi^ where he 
remained some time. Thisgentleman, M^hose 
character stands high in the world, may be 
said to contradict the testimony of his coun- 
tryman Sir Robert, respecting the charge 
which the former may b^ said to have brought 
, forward against you . Though he merely states 
that he never heard of the cruel transaction; 
but very naturally observes, that if such an 
extraordinary event had occurred as the mur^ 
fler of such a number of Frenchmen by their 
own Genera], some traces or recollection of ao 
horrid an event, and of such recent occur- 
rence, must have transpired and bi^n com:- 
municated to him during bis residence there." 
A question instantaneously followed. — " Has 
this traveller said any thing of El Arish !"— r 
My memory did not serve me sufficiently to 
give an answer^ " Well,'* he continued, 
^^ you shall also hear the particulars of £1 
Arish and the garrison of Jaffa. You have 
read without doubt, of my having ordaredthe 
Turks to be shot at Jaffa.'* ** Yes, indeed^" 
I replied, ^^ 1 have often heard of that mas^ 
sacre in' England: it was a general topic at 
Hie time, and treated as a British mind neter 
&ila tocoDsider subjects of that description/'*-^ 
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He then proceeded. — - — " At the period in 
•* question, General Desaix was left in Upper 
" Egypt ; and Kleber in the vicinity of Da- 
?* mietta. I left Cairo and traversed the Ara- 
" bian Desart, in order tcS unite my force with 
" that of the latter at El Arish. The town 
•' was attacked, and a capitulation succeeded. 
?* Many of the prisoners were found, on exa- 
" mination, to be natives of the Mountains, 
" and inhabitants of Mount-Tabor, but chiefly 
" from Nazareth. They were immediately re- 
f * leased, on their engaging to return quietly 
" to thieir homes, children, and wives : at the 
^^ same time, they were recommended to ac- 
** quaint their countrymen, the Napolese, that 
" the French were no longer their enemies, 
^' unless they were found in arms assisting the 
•* Pacha. When this ceremony was concluded, 
*• the army proceeded on its .march towards 
'* Jafia. Gaza surrendered on the route. — 
" That city, on the first view of it^ bore a for- 
'* midable appearance, and the garrison was 
'^ considerable. It was summoned to sur- 
" gender : when the oflScer, who bore my flag 
^^ o€ truce, no sooner passed the city wall, 
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^' than his head was inhumanly struck ofl^ 
'^ instantly fix6d upon a pole, and insultingly 
^ exposed to the view of the French army. 
^' At the sight of this horrid and unestpected 
'^ object, the indignation of the soldiers knew 
'^ no bounds : they were perfectly infuriated; 
^* and, with the. most eager impatience, de« 
*' manded to be led on to the storm. I did 
*' not hesitate, under such circumstances, to 
** command it. The attack was dreadful ; 
/* and the carnage exceeded any action I had 
** then witnessed. We carried the place, atid 
'^ it require^ all my efforts and influence to 
^' restrain the fury of the enraged soldiers. At 
'* length, I succeeded, and night closed the 
<* sanguinaiy scene. At the dawn of the fol- 
*' lowing morning, a report was brought me, 
*^ that five hundred meiif chiefly Napolese^ 
V who had lately formed a part of the garrison 
** of £1 ' Arish^ and to whom I had a few 
" days before given liberty, on condition that 
•* they should return to their homes, were 
** actually found and recognised anmigst the 
^^ prisoners. On this fact being indulntably 
** ascertained) I ordered the fivehundnd men 
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** to be dreina out and ibstotttly isjhDt/*-— r- 
In the course ^f ofir cbnt^ilsation, hi$» an^siety 
appeareii to be extr^itie, tbat I febouM be 
aalisfitd ;0f the truth of et(^y t^art of Mu naiv 
ratiye) c(nd he c(Nitinital)y interrupted it, by 
asking! m&:if I perfectly Comprehended bim. 
Hd was^ however, Patienbe itself^ whw I 
miyde any.obs^vatioQs e^|>resBiye of d&vibtft 
I had previbasly aatqrfained respeiitf ng dby 
part of the subjects agitated betvreeri i», 6r 
any unftTonriible Opinion entertained or pi^o^ 
pagated in Ei^land. Whenever rapt>eaTed 
emban^asisid ibr an answer, be gave' me time 
tb reflect: koA I could not but lanidBft that 
I had nbt made mjiself better acquainit^d with 
the events of the pMod nnder cAneideration; 
as tl might have drawn faim into' a more em 
lar^r^ histdry of tfaem^ 1 . :■[:<.[.' 

'/' tie inow retnrned to :iiiie Subject lof /Sir 
Bobefrt Wittcoi, and asked me iifrknew any* 
thing, of faisi militai^ dharactek^^and the ten« 
dency df his itrriiings ; and if ^elatterfaad 
Mded to his fortune.----I replieii, that Iieould 
ttot; fiqpeak npchi either, frcmi' m^ oy^n knp«» 
M 2 
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ledge ; but I was induced to suppose from 
the services in which he had been engaged, 
he must have stood high in the opinion of 
those who employed him ; and I had also un- 
derstood that his works were considered as 
having been very honourable to him both as 
a writer and a soldier — " Pray can y<Ri tell 
me," he continued, " from what motive this 
officer has acted in the escape of La Valette, 
the decided and avowed friend of the man 
whom he has so wantonly calumniated ? — 
I was here, as it may be supposed, rather em* 
barrassed for an immediate reply, but he gave 
me full time to collect myself; and lanswered, 
^^ That I had no doubt they were such as did 
honour to his heart; whatever imputation 
may have been passed upon his judgment 
and his discretion. Somewhat of an adven- 
turous and romantic spirit might have go- 
Terned him : but it never was imagined by 
any one, that he was influenced by sordid or 
pecuniary motives: that idea never seems 
to have occurred, when the transaction was 
the subject of universal conuderation ;imd 
enquiry. There was not, I thought, a per- 
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son in England who received him or his 
companions, widi a diminution of their regard 
for the part they had taken in this mysterious 
business/' In an instant he observed^ '' I 
" believe every word yoia have said, at the 
" same time you may be assured, that money 
^^ would not have been wanting to save La 
" Valette. — I desire you also to give your 
** particular attention to my opinion, which 
** is a decided one. That this act of Sir 
*' Robert Wilson, for the preservation of La 
'* Valette, is the commencement of his recant- 
^* ation of what he has written against me*/'-~ 
It is a coinciclence, perhaps, not worth men* 
tioaing, but is a singular circumstance, that 
we had a son of Sir Robert Wilson, at this 
time a midshipman on board the Northum- 
berland. 

* La Valette, I believe, was a great {avourite of his latt 
Emperor; and I well know, that eteiy one of the «uitees« 
pressed the greatest joy at his escape. I reoiember hearing 
General Bertrand say, that daring the whole time La 
Valette was in the Post*Office, not a single instance of un* 
n^cesnry rigour was known to have taken place; nor was 
the peace of a private fiamily ever diiturbed \n the slightest 
degree. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( MS ) 

My curiosity now grew bold, and I wm 
determined to try whether I could induce Na« 
poleon to satiafy me as to the particulfuns of a 
conversation between him and Mr. f.QXy T^Im 
tive to the infernal machine, which I had 
heardxrelated by the honourable Mr, Beni^t, 
who took passage with Lord W. Stuart, in 
the Lavinia, from Lisbon to England, in the 
yearJ807* 

I pre&ced my enquiry by observing, diat 
an account had been published, and was very 
generally believed in England, stating a con<» 
versation between him a|id Mr. Charles Fox» 
at St. Cloud : that to myself it was very inl«r«» 
#sting$ and as I heard it related by a genihf 
man of rank^ talent and high character, I had 
entertained no doubt of the general fact as ha 
atated it^ Napoleon, in a most good-humoured 
way, said, '' Repeat it — I shall remember/^ 
— —I then proceeded. 

^ Theaccount, General, is as follows.-~As 
you were one evening going to the Theatre, 
you encountered great danger of your life 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C lO' ) 

by the explogion of a machine, to which 
the title of infernal was afterwards applied. 
This engine of destruction was said to have 
been placed in a narrow street through which 
you were to pass. The rashness of your 
coachman, it is said, saved your life: for 
finding a vehicle placed in such a manner as 
would hare presented an insurmountable dif« 
ficulty to a less timid driver, he gave speed 
to his horses, and the wheel of your carriage 
coming in contact with the machine, overset 
it with great violence, and immediately after 
you had passed, the explosion took place/^ 
« That,** he replied, " is true: your informa* 
tioh is correct/' ^^ And it is also said, that you 
went to the Theatre, and enjoyed the play as if 
nothing had happened/* He now nodded, or 
rather made a slight obeisance. '* And it is 
also asserted, that in a conversation you had 
with Mr. Fox, at St. Cloud, on the subject, 
you accused the English of having invented 
the machine for your destruction." — " That 
is the fact," he said^ " I certainly did." "And 
that you particularly alluded to Mr. Wind* 
bam." "Yes, itfir.Kanrfaw/^— "Itisalsosaid, 
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General, that Mr. Fox contended it was ndl 
of English invention, for that the crime of as^ 
sassinatioh was repugnant to* the naticAial 
character. He also particularly defended Mr« 
Windham, who, he said, though they had dif- 
fered in politics, he knew to be an honourable 
man, and incapable as a British Minister, of 
sanctioning such a dishonorable transaction/' 
Napoleon remembered the conversation, and 
acknowledged that he accused Mr. Windham. 
I now ventured to ask him if he continued of 
the same opinion. " Yes," he said, " the 
English Ministry were instmmental to tbd 
plot. Their money has gone for that and 
other extraordinary purposes.'V My English 
blood was a little up on the occasion ; and my 
reply, depend upon it, was to the following 
effect. — " My nation detests an assassin more 
than it does a cowar^: indeed he is the worst 
of cowards ; and I do not believe, that there 
is a British heart which does not revolt at the 
thought, and subscribe with an honest and 
glowing sincerity, to the opinion of Mr. Fox.'* 
— He gave me no answer, but I could per- 
ceive that he was not convinced : and be stiik 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



( 169 ) 

retains his original belief in the contrivance 
of the Infernal Machine. 

I now discontinued the subject, and ap- 
proached the chimney-piece to examine a 
small bust in mai*ble, which appeared to me 
to be exquisitely sculptured. When he saw 
my attention to it, he exclaimed, ^' that is my 
son." Indeed the resemblance to the father 
is so very striking, that it is discernible at 
the first glance. On one side is a miniature 
also of young Napoleon, and ahighly-finished 
portrait of his mother, Maria Louisa, on the 
other. 

He now complained of a pain in the great- 
toe of his right foot ; described the sensation 
he felt, and asked if it betokened the gout. — 
I requested to know if he could trace the dis- 
ease of gout to any hereditary trs^nsmission. 
" No," he replied, neither of his parents ever 
had the gout ; but, recollecting himself, he 
added, ^* that his uncle. Cardinal Fesch, had 
been very much afflicted by it." 

I remarked, that even when the disease 
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known to be hereditary in families, atten«* 
tion in early years, to exercise and diet, ofte«i 
retarded its approach, and, when it came at 
length, would render the disease more mild. 

I observed to him, that, considering the 
active life he led, it did not appear that he 
took sufficient exercise to preserve himself in 
a right state of health. He replied, ^^ my 
*^ rides, indeed, are too confined ; but the 
•* being accompanied by an officer is so very 
^' disagreeable to me, that I must be content 
•* to suffer the consequences of abridging 
" them. However, I feel no inconvenience 
^* from the want of exercise. Man can ac- 
^^ custom hiniself to privations. — At one 
*< period of. my life I was nmny hours on 
^* horseback every day, for six years ; and I 
*' was once eighteen months without passing 
" from the house/' 

He now returned to the grievance of being 
watched by an officer. '* You are acquainted,'^ 
he said, '< with the Island of St. Helena, and 
^ must be sensible that a sentinel, placed on 
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^ either of these hills, ean command the night 
^^ of me from the moment I quit this house, till 
*' I return to it If an officer or soldier plaeed 
^* on that height will not satisfy your Goyeraort 
" why not place ten, twenty, a troop of dra# 
^^ goons. Let them never lose sight of me^ 
" only keep an officer from my side/* 

Believe me, my good Friend, I do not 
grudge the pains this Letter has cort me, that 
1 might be clear in my recollections and 
accurate in my report. — ^I know the pleasure 
it will afford you, and that reflection repays 
me. Future circumstances can alone d^ar# 
mine, whether you will receive another St 
Helena Letter from 

' &c. &c. &c. 



MY DEAR — — - 

The arrival of a Fleet at the bland 
from India, and which will afford the taieans 
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tl conveying my last Letter, has already 
enabled me to begin another. This circum- 
stance crowded the little Town with passen- 
gers, who wera all, as usual, eager ta see 
Buonaparte. The Countess of Loudon dis- 
embarked from this Fleet ; and, during her 
stay at St Helena, was accommodated at 
Plantation-House, the residence of the Go- 
vernor. In compliment to this Lady, a dinner 
of ceremony was given on the following day, 
by Sir Hudson Lowe ; and an invitation was 
dispatched through General Bertrand to 
General Buonaparte, so arranged in point 
of politeness and etiquette, as to justify an 
expectation that it would be accepted. This, 
however, happened to be the first invitation 
which he had received; and^me remarks 
passed, that it had rather the appearance of a 
wish to gratify the Countess, than an act of 
particular civility to the person to whom 
it was addressed. 1 know that it was re- 
ceived in this light at Longwood. Count 
Bertrand delivered the Governor's card, which 
was read and returned without a word of 
observation. ^* Sire,'' said Marshal Beiw 
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trarid, " What answer is i( your Majesty^a 
pleasure that I should return ?" " Say, the 
Emperor gave no answer." ^ 

I passed k considerable part of the after- ' 
noon of that day in Napoleon's apartment : 
Hnd, as usual, was employed in answering, to 
the best of my information, such as it is, the 
various questions which he thought proper to 
ask me. His enquiries were particularly di- 
rected to the nature, circumstances, and state 
of the fleet which had just arrived : Our trade 
to India, and the numerous English which - 
appeared to be constantly passing to and fro, 
between India and Europe. In the course of 
this conversation I happened to mention the 
hope entertained by the strangers in the town 
of being gratified by the sight of him as he 
passed to the Plantation-House, to dine with 
the Governor. This littlepiece of information 
proved to bei fort mal ft propos, as it produced 
the only symptom of petulance I had wit^ 
nessed in my various communications with 
the Ex-emperor ; and it was displayed in tone^ 
look, and gesture, in his very brief but haaty 
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reply .-^** What, go to dinner, perhaps, with 
a file of soldiers to guard me !*'—— In a few 
minutes, however, he resumed his usual cool 
manner, and continued the subject. — " Aflter 
all/' he said, " they could not, I think, €x- 
pect me to accept the invitation. The dis* 
tance is considerable, and the hour unsea* 
sonable j and I have almost relinquished the 
idea of exceeding my chain, accompanied as 
I must be by an officer." 

. The Countess of Loudon left the Istaild 
without seeing the Ex-emperor, and is said to 
hav.e acknowledged her disappointment on the 
Mcasion ; and if I may venture an opinion^ 
but remember it is altogether my own, I think 
<fhe regret is mutual. 
« 

. He adced me some days after, if I bad seen 
^e Countessi I answered ip the affirmative i 
^d added) th^tshe had honoured the North* 
vnnberlapd with a visk,' and) as it was usual 
^it|i all visitors to the ship, she was shewn th^ 
cabin which he had occupied during the pas^ 
«ge» I thought ako^ it would amuse him Ut 
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be informed that curioils strangeiB generally 
chose to indulge their fancy by sittitig down 
in his chair. ^' And did the Countess/' be 
said, ^' do the chair that honour ?'' Unfortu- 
ttately I oould not speak with certaiiity on 
that item of his enquiry ; not having be^n ia 
the cabin at the time. He seemed, however, 
to enjoy the whim of sitting in bis <;hair ; and 
contiimed has questionsL '^ Would it, do you 
'^ suppose, have appeared indecorous to the 
^^ people of England, if the Countess of Lou* 
" don, had visited Longwood ! Could it have 
^' been thought incorrect in any degree, if the 
^' Lady, in company with Madame BertraAd, 
*' had paid me a visit in this garden ? Many 
^< Ladies, J on their return to England, hitve 
^^ been introduced tp me in that manner. Had 
*' the Countess of Loudon expressed herself 
*^ fatigued by the voyage, or had been indis^ 
*' posed from any other cause, 1 should have 
" been pleased to wait on hen" — I could only 
say, in return, '^ that I was a countryman of 
*^ ber Ladyship, and if, by any chance, I 
' '^ should have the honour of possessing the 
*« opportunity, I would certainly intrude my^ 
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*^ self so far upon her attention, as to in* 
*^ form her of yonr polite disposition to- 
^^ wards her/'- 

He now dashed at once on a subject so 
totally different from any thing you can ex- 
pect, that I would g^ve your sagacity its full 
play for the rest of your life, nor fear your 
stumbling upon it. It was, as lisual, in the 
f<Mrm of a question, and your impatience will, 
in a moment, be satisfied. 

*' Have you,*' he exclaimed, " any know- 
" ledge of Physiognomy ?"— '' Nbfc; from 
" study/'—" Have you read Lavater ?"— " I 
^' have read some extracts from his woii^s, and 
" that is all I know of them/' — " Can you 
** judge whether a man possesses talents from 
" observing the features of his fece ?" — " All I 
^* can say. General, is this : that I know when 
" a face is pleasing or displeasing to me/' — 
"*Ah,*' he replied in an instant, " there it i»r- 
•* you have found it out. — Have you observed 
« Sir Hudson Lowe's face ?"—« Yes, I have." 
^-v" And what does it promise /' — ^^ If I am 
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*Vti>8peaktlie troth, I like Lady Lowe's mcich 
*^ better/'-*-He now laughed, and I was think* 
ing how to get rid of , the subject, which had 
a tendcy^y.to be an awkward one, as it might 
be addressed to me. He, however, gaye me 
no t^poe* and proceeded to draw comparisons 
betw^nbis late and his present guardian; 
but in a vein of pleasantry, as it appeared, and 
with such, a rapidr succession of ideas, that I 
did nut, by any means, conipreheod his e^ 
pressions, or the object^ of them. 

I happened to be at Longwood, when 
Mr. Raffles, the late Governor of Java, and 
his suite, obtained permission to visit the 
grounds at Longwood. The anxiety of that 
g^tleman to see Buonaparte was extreme : 
1^ cqriosity was a perfect rage^ and the ut- 
most was done to accomplish its gratification. 
in f hoirt, thoughindispontion might have been, 
pleaded, an hour was appointed by the F«x- 
emperor to receive the Ex-governor ; and the 
latter had not words to express his delight at 
the manner in which he had been received* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( iw ) 

In a short time after Mr. Rafks fcadjukeH 
leave, I received a message from Napoleon t6 
join liim in the garden. On my arrival there 
I found him surrounded by his whole suite, 
M eddames and Messieurs, with the carriage 
drawn up, saddle-horses by it, and sdl ready 
for immediate departure. My aj^earance, 
however, disarranged their intention : J^or^ 
instead of steppingr into the carriage, the 
principal person of the scene turned' round, 
as if to address me. I bowed, removed 
my hat from my head, and instantly replaced 
it : while the Marshals, Counts, and Generals, 
stood with their hats under thdt arms. That 
circumstance did not^ altogether distmrhnie; 
though my gallantry was somewhat embair* 
rassed oh account of tJie Ladies, whose pettK 
coats were blowing about them from a «maik, 

and rSsither unmannerly breeze. ^*^ B^o you 

know,'^ he said, " this Governor of Java ?^ 
— " I know no B^tore of him #»n from the iot 
troduction of * to-day."— '* Do you know any 
thing of that Island ?*'— '^ What I know of ft 
is merely from the rnfbrma^n of others.'^ — 
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^^ The 0ttcii baf?e representor it m a pe^kn^ 
tinl (lunate ; but I beheire that a more fii* 
V0iirable opinion ts now entertained of it/'— ^ 
^* I belkve 8o: at least we have not fonhd it 
80 bad as, firom previous accounts, we had 
reasoo to expect/' — ** Have yow ever seen a 
case of the plague?" — ** Never/'-*-" Do you 
koow^ disease?"*-"" My only knowledge of 
it proceeds from wha« I h«fe read/'-^" The 
4rmy of Egypt suffered niuch' by it ', and I 
had some dfffienlty in supporting the spirits 
of many of those who i^mained free from it 
Yet for two years i contrived to ke^ my 
aoldiers ignorant of what I myself knew. The 
dKsease can dnly be cdmfntinicated through 
the organs of r€q)iration/' — ireplied,>^4iiat 
I had understood actual contact would con- 
iey it/V** Nat" he said, ** I visited the bos- 
pitel ooDStesitly, and ttMkched the bodies of the 
sick to give confldeace to their attendants ; 
being convinced by observation, that the dts^ 
ease could^ only be couiitiunicated by the 
lungs. At the same time I always took the 
precaution of visiting after a meal and a few 
glasses of wine ; placing myself on the side 
n2 
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of the infected persoa from which the wind 
blew." — We must have been at least twenty* 
minutes in conversation, with the #uite in aU 
the formality of attendance, wh^i I thought 
it proper to make some Bhow ,of retiring ; biiMt 
he would not take the hint, for a considerate 
time. At length he made a slight bow, and 
led Madaine Bertrand to the carriage: he 
followed ;' and I stood to s^ them drive off.- 
observing, however, that there was a vacant 
seat in the carriage, he hailed me to cotaie 
and take a ride with them.: I, of course, ae- 
Ciepted the invitation ; and 1 declare, if it bad 
been a party in a jauntlQ|^ car to a country^ 
lair in Ireland, there would not hme hem 
more mirth, ease, and ^Seibility* 

. The carriage drove off at a pretty round 
pace, and the plessantay of Napc4eon seemed 
to keep pajce widi it. He b^an to lalk Eng^ 
lish ; and having thrown his arm :half rou^d 
Madame Bertrand'Sf neck, he exclaimed, ad-* 
dresmng himself to me, ^' This iamy Mistress t 
O not Mblress — ^yes, yes, this is my Mistress !" 
while the. Lady was: endeavouring to estri-* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 181 ) 

cate herself, and the Count her husband burst- 
ing with laughter. He then asked if he had 
made a mistake, and being informed of the 
English interpretc tion of the word, he cried 
out " O, no, no — ^I say. My friend, my love ; 
No, not love ; my friend, my friend/* The fact 
11^8, that Madame Bertrand had been indis- 
posed for several dayis, and he wished to rally 
her spirits, as well as to give an unreserved 
ease to the conversation. In short, to use a 
well-known English phrase — He was the life 
of the party. 

The circuitous windings of the ride at 
LoDgwood may extend to five or six miles ; 
and in our progress, with a half comic, half 
serious countenance, he asked this very unex- 
pected question: — ^^ In the course of your 
practice, and on your conscience, how many 
patients have you killed ?" — It is not unlikely 
that 1 looked a little surprised ; but 1 calmly 
answered, '* My conscience does not accuse 
me of having caused the death of any one/' 
He laughed, and continued, ^^ I imagine that 
l^ysicians may mistake diseases: that they 
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may sometimes 4o too much, at other timef 
too little. After y^u Imve treated a case that 
has terminated fatally, have you not reflected 
with yourself, and said— well, if I had not bled, 
or vice versd, if I had bled, this man, he would 
hare recovered, or if he had not cQOsulted a 
physician at all, he might have been, now 

alive/' 1 made no reply, and he continued 

his questions.— 

'^ Which do y<m think are the beat sur- 
geons, the French or the English ?"— ^* The 
English undoubtedly/'—'* But wherefore ?'*— 
^* Because our scbdols are better. There is 
more system in our education ; and the exa- 
mivation is itieh as tii establish the fiteess oi 
any candidate for the prof^wion before he i« 
f^^larly adwtted into ft/'-^'' But in poiat 
ef practice rWiU you net allow ^that the Flpench 
furgeons have the advantage of yon ?'*-*-«" In 
prs^tiee. General, the French aie empitiei^ 
though they do no* vend nostrums like cww 
qiMcks m England. They are, in foct, moie 
guided by experiepee than theory. But you, 
j^r, haveefiahledmy fai«lkren in the EngHsii 
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mniiy to be tolerable proficients in field prac- 
tice/' Nipoleon smiled at my reply, and 
immedic^ly proceeded to a question, which, 
though it is not altogether disconnected 
with the former subject, I did not expect. 
It was this.—" Who i^ your first physi- 
cian in Londoii ?'' — " That is an enquiry 
which I did not expect» and cannot take 
upon myself to answer : the^ are so mauy 
physicians of eminence there^ that it would be 
hazardous to mention a favourite name/' — 
'^ But have you no particular person in the 
profession wlw) takes the lead ?"— -« — " Nos 
indeed ; there are, it is true, fashionable phy- 
sicians, who have their run for a season or 
two, or even three ; but I could not give 
the preference to one, without doing in- 
justice to fifty. I could, I think, more parM 

eularly distinguish eminent surgeons/' 

<« What is the genend fee ?'' '' That frequently 
depends on the rank and fortune of the 
patient/'—'' What is the highest that you 
have ever known ?*'— " I really cannot give a 
l^ecise answer to that question : no partieuhr 
sum ixk that way at present oeeurs to me. 
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Handsome fortunes are sometimes acquired 
by practice in a few years ; but that falls to 
the lot of but few, whom particular circum- 
stances, and distinguished patronage, as well 
as professional skill, have raised into great 
celebrity." — " When Corvesart attended my 
wife, the Empress Maria Louisa, on the birth 
of my son, he was ordered three thousand 
Napoleons. I wished, at one time; that the 
Empress should be bled, according to youir 
practice, but Corvesart refused : She was in a 
very full habit. You are much employed 
on shore, are you not, as well as on board 
of ships ?" — I am sometimes asked to visit 
the patients of my friends." — " Do they pay 
you well ?*' — " I never yet accepted of a fee. 
While I serve, I am satisfied with my pay.*' — 
•* What does your King allow you ?** — ^*' Two 
hundred and twenty pounds a year/' — ^** You 
have been all your life at sea, have you not?** 
" I have, indeed ; and during a space of near 
twenty years.**—** Doe* yotr King provide 
for you aftervirards?** — "Yes, Sir, he does. 
At the expiration of six years service, he 
allows me, provided I anl no longer in employ, 
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six shillings a day : but that sum is not iu^ 
creased for any subsequent service, until I have 
completed thirty years/' — ^** That I think, is hot 
an adequate remuneration/* — " I think so too, 
General ; however, I have no right to com- 
plain, because I knew the conditions before I 
engaged; and, in England, we are never 

obliged to do so against our inclinations." 

" Is it not very expensive living in the Island 
of St. Helena?" — "Very much so : a stranger 
cannot board under thirty shillings a day." — 
" How, then do you contrive to live ?" — " At 
present by the hospitality of a very kind and 
generous friend ; and, occasionally, I have 
recourse to the fare of the Northumberland." 
He continued his questions, and I my replies, 
as you will perceive. " The army must be 
an enormous expeqse to your government, is 

it not ?" " Not more, I trust, thaa it can 

maintain. It is, I fancy, greater than the 
navy." *^ But from what cause?" — ^*^ The ex- 
pense of the army is oftentimes, and indeed 
necessarily increased, I conceive, .from its 
local situation." — ^' And why not the navy ?" 
" The^ latter is merely stationary, and the 
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former more or less permanent/' — ^' Is not 
England more attached to its Navy than its 
Army ?**"■" The Navy is certainly considered 
jM its more natural, essential and effectual 
defence ; but the Army will sometimes raise 
its head very high« and be regarded with a 
rival favour when it is crowned, as it so often 
is, with laurels : such a field as that of Water- 
loo can hardly find adequate gratitude in the 

hearts- of Englishmen/' ^To this observa* 

tion Napoleon made no reply, nor did he give 
an unpleasant look :— — But he changed the 
subject* 

" Where/* said he, " were you educated ?" 
---I replied, " in Edinburgh/' — " You have 
Tery eminent professors. there I know: I. re- 
member Doctor Brown's system was in repute 
daring my first Italian campaign. I have read 
of your other men of note, and I wish you 
would call them to my recollection by repeat- 
ing thehr names/'^I accordingly mentioned 
B1.ACS in Chemistry; Monbo in Anatomy and 
Surgery^ taxi GnxQOKY in Physic; but, at the 
fam« time I observed, that while I partici»* 
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lari2ed these distinguished characters whose 
pupil I was; I could name others of equal 
merit in the different schools of the British 

empire. " I never knew/* said Napoleon» 

*' but one physician who was infallible in his 
diagnostics. He was certain in his discovery 
oif the nature and seat of a disease ; his name 
was Dubos ; but, strange to say, he could not 
prescribe : and consequently would never un- 
dertake the treatment or cure of a cmnplaint 
whose character his acumen could so accu<- 
rately penetrate/' I observed, ^' that he had 
a very able surgeon with him in Egypt, Mon*- 
sieur Larry.*' — ^y Yes," he answered, !** he was 
excellent in his field arrangements; but 1 
have had men with me who^ in scientific 
knoTvledge, were far supwior to him/' '^ Mr. 
Percy,'* I 9atd, ^^ who joined you on the 
morning of the battle of Austerlitz, had the 
r^utation of superior professicmal talents."—* 
*^ Ah," be exclaimed, with a glow on his coua-< 
tenance, *^ how did you know that ?" I must 
either have read of it in Larry's Publication^ 
or heard it mentioned by €i^elral Bertratid/' 
•-^He contittned. 
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** It was my intention in France to have 
classed your profession into three divisions. I 
have always respected it : it is a science and 
more than a science ; because it requires a 
knowledge of several : Chemistry,*^ Anatomy, 

Botany, and Physic. For the first class I 

should have selected the most emin feu t of the 
profession." — " But how, General, would you 
have discovered them?" — By their reputa^ 
tion, income, and the figure which they made 
in the world." ** But would not that plan be 
liable to objection ? many men of mc^t lirc 
in obscurity •"•^-«—" Then there let them re- 
main," he said, *' what else are they fit for ? if 
I ^ere to choose a surgeon fr6m your fleet, 
»bould not I take him from the Noitbumfoer- 
IWadin preference to the little Brig?*'-*" There 
O€n«ral,you may also bemistaken." — "No, no, 
no ; a man of talent in every station and con- 
dition in life will discover himself. Depend 
upon it I should be safe, in a general sense, in 
adopting my own plan. The first ranks sboii|d 
have hkd some honorary marks of distiiu^n; 
exclusive of that respect in private life which 
their education will always comnumd. ' The 
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third class should be humble in the extreme ; 
nor would they have been permitted to adminis* 
t«r any thing beyond the most inoffensive 
medicines." " Pertiaps, Sir," 1 remarked, 
^* after such an arrangement, you might, ac- 
cording to our English custom, have submitted 
future candidates to an examination." ^' Yes,* 
he Implied, '^ that might have been right." 

. i* A physician,'' continued be, ** Appears 
to me to resemble a general officer. He must 
be a man of observation and discemmMit, with 
a penetrating eye. Possessed of these quali* 
ties, he. will discovw the strength of the 
enemy's position. Thus far. Doctor Dubos 
could gOr and no farther. A sagacious prac^ 
titioner will just employ sufficient. force to 
dispossess the enemy of his strong hold: a 
jTprce beyond that might injure the citadeU 
Now, I think, if you carry your Mercury too 
far you must do mischief: so I say of the 
practice of Sangrado.'' — -I then,e;;|Lpr^edto 
him my surprise at the general.gpod ; hea/th 
which l^t^d uniformly experienced during 
jthe singular vicissitudes of his extraordinary 
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life. « Yesv'' he said, '' my health has beea 
Tery good. When* the Italian army was Mk 
camped in the vicinity of swamp^^ maii>y sni^ 
fered by fever, while I had not any compIaiiH ^ 
as I observed temperance and a generally iA><- 
stemiotrs balancing between my appetite and 
the powers of my digestive organs. I bad, at 
the same time, exercise sufficient, both of the 
body and the mind." — " It was reported, how- 
ever, that you were very ill on yotir ifeturn 
from Egypt."—** I was very linn ; smid at 
thattnie subject to a badeeiigA. For my 
recovery I was indebted to Boctor Corresar^ 
who blistensd me twice oo the chests" ' *< Re« 
port also said, that you were liien subject also 

to an erupti<m, ai least on the shin^ You? 

flrien* Goldsmith says so."^--^* Yes^" he an- 
swered, *^1 will tdl yocr."— Never shd! I forget 
the pleasant manner* in which' he related this 
anecdote. 

^ At the siege of Toulon, I commanded a 
small battery of two gunsi Oiae of your boats 
approached close to the shore, and firing their 
gun, killed two canonneers by my side, Iseised 
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a lam-rod wtiea it bi\ from tbfc ifcMid>«cMitr't 
warm kand* Tlie man, afl it happened, Mnd 
diseased ; and I found mj^aelf m a i/lergr km 
days SttffertDg under an inyeterateLi<c4. I* 
had reeeurse to hadhs foD a cure^ and at that 
time succeeded. Fite years Salter, I Isad a 
return of the same complaint n^itkdacreased 
violence, and I presume it bad'hirkqd in^ta^ 
blood during the wholejniMval). - Of tbati 
was shortly cured, and have never had any 
return/' ' ' . 

I now pevc^ve, my deart^-^r-Ttliat lisbalt 
bring tbia letter myself; but L wall kno^atl 
wilLnot be the less welicamabecdusethe writer 
is the bearer. o£ it. 1 shall Ihenefpre con- 
tinue my nanatiye without any furiteciatev?: 
ruption to the end. 

The Newcastle and Orontes. apneai;ed froqa^ 
the h^eights of St HelieRa on theinorning of 
the 19th of June. My delight on the occa% 
sion is not easily to be expressed. j ,, . . 

I now bent my steps to Longwbod^ where 
I arrived about ten in the moraing : and I 



DigitizedjDy LjOOQ IC_ 



( in ) 

was n6 BCKmer known to be thwe, than Napo* 
leiMA ient to desire I would breakfast with 
him in the garden. .On my appearing he said, 
^? yon are come take leave ofui5."~*nam 
come ap) General, with thatintention."-^^^ You 
win breakfast then," he addeid, pointing to a 
chair, which the attendant in waiting imme^ 
diately placed forme. The following con^ 
Teraation then took place. 

" Have you had Letters from your friends ?'? 
— ^^ No, Sir, the ships cannot reach the 
Bay before evening."-—^ — " Fs the Admii-al 
known ?"-^'^ Yes, he is Admiral Malcolm." — 
<^ Are you glad to return to England ?"•— 
" Very ghid indeed." — ^^ I am notsurfn-ised 
at it: but have you heard any news?"—" The 
last store-ship which^ came from England, 

brought some new Publications:- ^The 

Quarterly Review ; a book stiled ' Paul's 
Letters to his Kinsfolk,' Sfc. ; and ' Boyce's 
Buonaparte.'" — "Have you read them?" — 
'^ I have indeed, and with more than common 
interest." — ^f And what occasioned this parti- 
<5ular feeling of interest?" — " Inhere is,mpre 
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tfath and candour displayed in these two 
publications than any I have hitherto read \ 
and more particularly the work of Mr. Boyce^ 
which I should wish you to see/* — " Why; 
then, did you not buy it for me ?"-«-" There 
happened. General, to be but one copy 
on the Island, and it was purchased by a 
gentleman, on his way to China, who wished 
me to read it ; that, by correcting any inac- 
curacies I might obseirve^ the work would 
become doubly interesting to his firiends in 
that part of the world." " Is it like the work 
of Helen Maria Williams?" — " Very superior, 
and tnuch more authentic."—" Of what does 
it treaft?" — '^ Your motives for quitting Elba: 
your subsequent conduct, from your landing 
.at' Frejus till you embarked in the Bellero- 
phon. They still, however, represent you as 
subject to violent fits of passion, taking hasty 
strides across your apartment, with other im- 
petuous marks of anger and disappointment. 
There is also a pathetic story related of the 
introduction of General Solignac, when he 
waited upon you from the Chamber of De- 
puties, to urge your abdication. This author, 

o 
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a9 well a« Paul, whose Letters are under a 
feiguied name, gives yefy interestingparticulars 
of Waterloo, It wilU I think, make you smile^ 
General, iVhen I tell you that your guide La 
Coete it84Hit forgotten. He is represented as 
having been: mbst dreadfully frightened/'—— 
" Frightened ! at what ?'*—** At thfe balls, Sii\ 
that were fl}ing about him. It is said alsa» 
that you, at the time, rallied and consoled hint 
with the' assurance; that it wais much nuMie 
honourable to receive a ball in thebreai^t thai 
in the back . fiesid'es, *be is made to cidtapfain", 
that hfe wsis v^iy inadequately' recompensed 
for the )al>odr an^ dan^ei% of the day : ttiatm 
l^ngle Na^oleoh was his dhly rewariJ.** ti$^ 
^ieon instantly replied, with an intelligeift 
i^thtle, " It iniglit as well have been said-fiV^ 
fcUttdreil.**—! continued :— j' ' 

•'Mr. Boyce appears to mt to have beeift 
iery attentive to accuracy in his report of the 
two contending armies^* — '^ What number^' 
I was instantly asked, '*does he give to that 
of France? " He quotes fronii an ofllcer, and 
makes them to have been seventy thbusaiid^T 
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Ilie reply was — ** I had seventy-one thou- 
"sand : and how many English is it stated there 
were in the field ?'^— " Including the German 
Liegion, I understand there M'ere thirty thou- 
sand BHtilsh troops ; which, united with the 
Belgians, ilanoverians, and Brunswickers, 
formed an whole of sixty^ight thousand 
Inen/'—*-" How many Prussians were there 
under ifeulow ?'* — " I cannot correctly say, 
perhaps fifteen thousand.^*— *^And how many 
on the arrival of Blucher, in the evening ?''-^ 
" I reahy do not know : but it is said thai the 
Duke of Wellington acknowledges how very 
hapfpy he felt at the appearance of his old 
friend ; and that the person did tiot exist who 
could have been more welcome to him in th^ 
eourse of the evening than Blucher/' 

Ever since I had enjoyed an occasional 
communication with Napoleon, I neter ceased 
lobe animated with a strong andcurionsdesire, 
to learn his opinion of our renowned Comman- 
der. I had repeatedly heard that he did not 
withhold it, but I could never ascertain the 
fiict on any certain authority, " The present 
o2 
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moment appeared to afford me the opportu*- 
nity which I had so anxiously sought ; • as he 
seemed to be in a temper of more than usual 
communication and courtesy, though I have 
never had reason to complain of either. Atajl 
hazards, 1 therefore resolved to make the trial ; 
as it might be the only opportunity I should 
ever possess. — ^' The people of £ngland>'^ I 
said, ^^ appear to feel an. interest in knowiaff 
your sentiments respecting the military ,cba> 
racter of the Duke of Wellingtbu. They 
have no doubt that you would bo jurt ; and, 
perhaps, they may indulge the expectatij9a 
that your justice would produce an ^logium 
of which the Duke of Wellington might be 
proud/' Silence ensued : I . began to think 
that I might have gone rather, top fai^ ; for ^ 
is most true, that I had never before addressed 
turn widiqut lookingiifllin hiif &petfor a reply, 
but my.eyes^d^opjped. atthe.pfiiise^ and j^q 
reply ww; made.. This, ; how^vw,. was. t^ 
second question I h^^^ ^e^er: a^l^. ^kt^. 
remained a moment unanswered. 

V * ■ . . ...... ^ 

. » • . .« 

^ At the, same time, he did not ap|iear^ to»be, 
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in the Ita^t displeased ; as in a few minutes he 
renewed the conversation with this inquiry. 

" You mentioned a Review ^what does it 

contain?'' *^ Criticisms on new Publications as 
they appear ; and this Number observes upon 
three publications that relate to you : one in 
particular, said to be by a Lieutenant of the 
Bellerophon.**— " What could be find on my 
subjecttoworkupintoabook?** — " lam almost 
ashamed, General, to repeat to you the trash 
these publicationscontain: indeed,it surprised 
me, that so respectable a work as this Review 
should condescend to notice them, and quote 
such silly falsehoods ; nor can it be accounted 
for in any other way, than a desire to gratify 
the public impatience to be informed of every 
thing and any thing that may relate to you« It 
confaini, among other misio formations, ac* 
counts of your conduct and demeanour while 
you resided at the Briars. Vou will judge of 
the ingenuity of its inventions when I add, thaJt 
he mentions your being angry with one of tho 
little girls, because she was ignorant of your 
coin, the Napoleon. You are also representjed^ 
on the same s^uthority^ as having b^^a in a 
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grfeat rage with one of her brothers, for haymgf 
shown you the picture of the Great Mogul 
on a pack of cards. Nay, Sir, Monsieur De 
las Cases does not escape : for he is sent to the 
Side-board to play at Patience^ until the new 
pack would deal with more facility /^^ — ** Your 
Editors/" said Napoleon, ^^ are infinitely 
amusing : but is it to be supposed that they 
believe what they write/' "At least, Sir, I pre* 
sume, that they hope to amuse those who read^. 
There is, however, another work, which, from 
its apparent authenticity, has been received 
with attention. It is written by a Frenchman^ 
the Abb^ Pradt/* I was now perfeciTy con- 
founded by a general, and^ as it appeared, an 
involuntary laugh ; with an exclamatioq of 
** O, the Abb^ !*' — It appears that this person-^ 
age was the very humblest of the most. humble 
adulator^ of Napoleon : he had been in a low 
situation in the Police, but possessed qualities 
that are favourable to advancement in such 
times as those in which he lived. " He had 
both cunning and humour,'' said Napoleon, 
" and I took him with me when I went to 
Spain ; and, as I had to wage war with monas- 
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lerieft> t found the Abbe a phalanx against the 
dominion of Priests. De las Cases," he added; 
" will give you fifty entertaining anecdotes of 
the Abb^. — Can y6u tell me what is become of 
him?"-—" I really have not heard. He also 
gives a description of your return to Warsaw 
after the disasters in Russia ; which, I doubt 
not, would amuse you. He describes a tall 
figure entering his hotel wrapped in fur, more 
resembling a being of the other world than 
any thing earthly. — It was Caulincourt. — 
He say«, likewise, you were concealed at 
the English Hotel, where he procured you 
gome exciellent wine. This ftetieii% how- 
ever, does not spare the Abb^, who declares 
that the subjugation of Russia was inevitable^ 
hid it riot been for the sagacity of one man : 
*Andpray,* says the Reviewer,' who is this man? 
-^Why, no less a personage than the Abbe 
Pradt, who would have it thought that by 
his roguery he out-witted his Master.' " Na- 
poleon does not often laugh ; but the story, or 
the idea of the Abb^, or perhaps both, brought 
his risible faculties into complete exertidiT, 
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Unroll your Map of Flanders, my friend ; 
display it in due form on your table, and (oU 
low me, if you can. I wag this morning cu- 
riously gratified by a military description of 
the various movements of the French anny, 
on Napolean^s Chart, from the day it passed 
the Sambre to the eventful battle of Waterloo^ 
I naturally expected, as you may suppose, a 
detail of those various circumstances by which 
it was lost, or, which amounts to the same 
thing, — ^I'he why and the wherefore it waa 
not gained^ My conjecture was not HU 
founded, for Gourgond proceeded to point 
out to me {the errors which were conunitted 
by some of the principal commanders in the 
French army, and proved so fatal to the last 
great effort of their Imperial Master. These 
be traced with a readiness and perspicuity 
which induced me to imagine, at the time» 
that I^ clearly comprehended the whole^ 
Nevertheless, I have my doubts, whether 
I sh^ll make the errors of these blundering 
captains as clear to you, as they were, w my 
fancy, made apparent to me. 
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Napokon* it seems, i?as* completely igno- 
rant of the movement made from Frasnes, by 
Count Erelon, (Drouet) on the 16th. For 
when he appeared near Lignyy Napoleon ac- 
tually deployed a column of French to oppose 
him, mistaking his force at the time, for a 
division of the Prussian army. — Erelon was 
now made acquainted with the defeat of the 
Prussians ; and, without thinking it necessary 
to have any communication with Napoleon, 
as to future operations, returned to his ori- 
ginal position. That division of the army, 
therefore, became totally useless for that day 
both to the Emperor and to Marshal Ney. — 
Grouchy, losing sight of Blucher, and taking 
the circuitous route which he pursued, was 
represented as having committed a most fatal 
error. — While the right wing of the French, 
in the battle of the 18th was engaged, in de- 
feating the flank movement of Bulow, of which 
they were perfectly apprised. Marshal Ney 
had orders to engage the attention of the 
English during this part of the action ; but by 
no means to hazard the loss of his troops, or to 
exhaust their strength. Ney, itappears, did not 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 202 ) 

ebey the order, or met with circumstances that 
rendered it impracticable for him to adhere tcr 
it. . He was stated to have contended for the 
occupation of a height and thus weakened hiflf 
corps, so that when the Imperial guards were 
brought to the charge, he was unable to^ 
assist thern.-^-*! understood that Napoleon had 
crossed the Sambre with 111,000 men. In 
the battles of Ligny and Quatre Bras he lost 
10,000. Gronchy's division consisted of 
90,000. detached to follow Blucher, leaving an 
effective. force, on the morning of the 18th of 
71,000. I hope you vrill comprehend my 
account, which I think was the purport of 
General Gourgond's statement to me ; though 
I do not know any two characters more liable 
to a small share of perplexity, than a sailor 
describing a ^erra firma battle ; and a soldier 
entering into the particulars of a naval engage-^ 
ipent. — But, by way of climax, I. was atstsured 
that the report of Buonaparte's standing on an^ 
elevated woodenfjrame toobtain acommanding 
view of the. field of battle, is altogether a niis* 
repr€^ntation;-^It was, on the contrary, a 
rallied mound of earth, where he placed hims^ 
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with his staff; and the grouiul being sloppy 
and slippery, he ordered some trusses of straw 
to be placed under his feet to keep them dry» 
and prevent his sliding. 

This was the last visit 1 paid to Napoleon 5 
and when I took my leave of him, he rose 
from his chair, and said^ " I wish you health 
and happiness, and a safe voyage to your 
country, where I hope you will find your 
friends in health and ready to receive you/' 

I had been uniformly treated with such 
respectful kindness, and, in some degree, 
with sucjb partial confidence, by General Ber- 
trand, Mons. de las Cases, and, indeed, by 
every one of the suite, that I could not take 
my leave of them without a considerable de« 
gree of sensibility. A more amiable, united 
and delightful family than that of Genieral 
Bertrand I never yet saw : nor is his affection 
as a husband, and his fondness as a father^ 
le^ striking than his fidelity to his Master. 

Aikd here I conclude my Narriative.*«~^ 
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If any other little matters should occur to my 
recollection, I can make a kind of Post- 
script of them,— —The sketch which you 
desired of St. Helena, may be the subject of 
conversation hereafter, by your hospitable and 
friendly fire-side.— <— In the mean time, and 
at all times, 

I am, &c. &c. 



ADDITIONAL NOTICES. 

Captain Piontowskiy an ojfficer in the Po* 
lish troops attached to Buonaparte's person, 
who had accompanied him to Elba, ^nd had 
a command in the little army that landed in 
France, formed one of the suite which accom-v 
panied the Ex-empercnr to England. — He was, 
however, refused to attend the exile of his 
fallen Master. The disappointment he suf^*^ 
fered, on the occasion, was extreme; and he 
still continued to persevere in his application 
to follow that fortune to which a sense of the 
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most ardent and affectionate duty impejltid 
him. Notwithstanding a Lady frokn France, 
to whom he had been betrothed, joined him 
at Plymouth and married him, he still most 
zealously adhered to his original object; and, 
having at length obtained the sanction of go- 
yernment,.he took his passage in a store-ship 
for St. Helena. — The arrival of this faithful 
•follower was: not expected: Napoleon, how- 
ever, could not but be sensible of his attach*- 
ment, and received him with kindness, But 
neither his situation, nor his manners were 
such as to associate him with the suite, nor 
did his modesty appear to expect it. . An 
apartment was assigned him by the Generals ; 
an4'Mr. O'Meara, the Surgeon, thinking he 
was neglected, with that goodness of heart 
and generous nature, which distinguishes his 
charactCT, made him welcome to his table* 
Such were the amiable andunassuming;m9ar- 
nera.of the romantic Pole, that this distant 
treatment of him was a subject of general anv 
madversion; and a want of generous feel- 
ing yas attributed to Napoleon, for inatten- 
iioa tp such an evident example of fidelity. 
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&dt this afterwards appeared to be a gl^utid» 
less suspicion. The Captain occupied his 
garret during the night,: and occasionally 
araased himself with his gun during the dayf 
happy in the enthusiastic satisfaction of 
sharing the fate of the great object of his 
idolatry. It happened, however, in one of bis 
sporting excursions, that hispiece accidentally 
went off in the act of loading it ; and very se« 
Terely wounded his right;*hand« With this inisi^ 
chance Napoleon became acquainted, and ex« 
pressed a desire to see and console him: but, 
previous to the executibn of this kind inten* 
tion, a feniale servant of General Moatholon 
was removed froDQ one of the very comfortable 
fooms at Longwood, and PiontowSId was com 
veyed thither. The following dily, 'Ni^okom 
paid him the projected visit, but without su» 
pecting he had been in any other apa^rtment» 
and amply repaid his dievoted Pole for the 
wound in his liand, t^y giving such a worm 
delight to his honest and faithfol heart* 

In speaking of different diseases 'to which 
the human frame was subject, a favourite topic 
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by any means admittekl lo him, the snmll-pox 
hap{>^ned to be mentioned ; and be instantiy 
entered : upon the discovery of vacdnation^ 
with which he appeared to ! be perfectly ac^ 
^tiainted». and whdse beneficial effects h^ 
mentioned with the highest ehcominms« ' Nor 
did his observation clbse without their usual 

^nale an interrogatory.—" Have not the 

people of England given me some credit, for 
my having adopted, encouraged, and indeed 
decreed, the rigid observance of Dr. Jennet's 
SyHemr 



The quiet, unassuming- demeanour of the 
persons :cpmp06ing the^ suite of ^ Napoleon^ 
never knew any interruption, on the deck of 
the North nmberlakid, wh^e we held our con* 
iei-sati«Kn; but wben General Gourgond'cfa6^6 
(to 'display the bloody irabk of his heroik fe'atA 
iin the field/ No idea, htowever,' is intended 
to be conveyed of his exceeding tlie real 
prowess of his military character; but only 
Hiat he loved to talk abouiit^ when his former 
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eompanioiis in arms were silent. Amofig 
other proofs of his hair-breadth 'scapes, he 
was fond of exhibiting a sword, whose renown^ 
as well as that of its owner, was engraved on 
the blade; and whose inscription related, 
that with this mighty and glorious weapon he 
saved the life of Napoleon, in Rnssta^ when 
it was threatened by the uplifted arm of a 
fierce and avenging Cossack. 



The following is a correct abstract of a 
conversation had with General Bertrand; 
when, and particularly at the commencement, 
of it, his feelings appeared to be very strongly 
excited.— —He acknowledged very fully, and 
lamented very sensibly, the too extended 
grasp of Napoleon's ambition. — " It was iu 
*' itself a grand and noble principle^ and, left 
'^ to its own original objects, and confined to 
^^ its natural operations, might have proved 
'^ a source of extensive good and untarnished 
*' glory. But evil councils, and who can, at 
*' all moments, and under all circumstanceii 
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" repel, their insinuating* or momentary influ- 
" ence, provoked the eitcesses, which hav6 
" been so often seen to strip the most com- 
'^ manding of all passions, of its associate 

" virtues/* Here bis opinion seemed to 

point to IVVaret, Duke of Bassano, as the cause 
of unspeakable mischief, and an example that 
inferior spirits are som^imes permitted to 
influence minds of ai far higher order ; and 
not infrequently to their dishonpilr, if not 

to their ruin. '* Napoleon/' be added,- 

'^ is a, niost extraordinary: and wonderful 
" man/' — The conversation proceeded, «nd 
I replied* 

" That is not to be doubted': -but I wish to 
** see more of the ordinaf}' man in him. Could 
" I but observe him end^iaringly .Caressing 
" children, as you, General, do your Hortentiiai 
" and your Henry ; or playing with a dog, or 
*^ patt^fig his horse, I should considdfr him with 
** very diiSferent sentiments from ttiosie tvhicK, 
"1 now feel." — *< Brieve me, deaif Doctor, he 
'' is a man totally different from all others/' 
p 
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*^ That may be : but 1 want him tp possess 
'^ certain qualities in commou with ordinary 
'^ men, and I wish you would tell me that he 
" discovers, at any time, the feelings of affec-- 
" tion and tenderness; the capacity to be a 
" kind husband and a foujd parent/' 
') . ■ . . 

"That I can most assuredly do. He is 
** not without a heart, in your sense of the 
^^ expression. But he does not, cannot, will 
V not make a parade of it. Is it ptii^sible that 
^' you should expect any thing of a frivolous, 
*' or trifling appearance from him ; and, in a 
" character like his, the amiable playfulness 
" of private domestic life, might have such a 
" semblance : besides, the individiml feelings 
" of the man must, after all, be lost to those 
" who only view him in the blaze of hispublic 
*>life." 

— " But; that blaze. General Bertrand, is 
" now extinguished ; aad 1 wish for his sake, 
" and the honour of human '.nature, that the 
" symptoms of love» teo^erness, and attach- 
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^^ ment might appear, in some direction or 
" other, to beam from him." 

" You may believe me, when I assure 
•* you, that though they may not have ap- 
" peared to you, they are by no means want- 
" ing in him. — By way of example, imagine 
" a day as it used to be passed at the Thuii- 

" levies : 1 will describe it to you. At six 

** in the morning he would be examining a 
^' Russian dispatch ; at seven, the same from 
" Vienna ; at eight, he might visit a work of 
" art ; atten, a review succeeded ; at twelve, 
" the reception of some department ; at one, 
" the affairs of the army ; at four, a Prefect 
" demanded audience ; at six, perhaps, he 
" had appointed to meet the Empress, whom 
" he would treat with every mark of kindness 
*^ and affection ; admire, with a Parisian 
" gallantry, the embroidery of her gown, the 
" folds of her robe, the flowers in her hair, or 
" the display of jewels on her person : while 
•' he would continue devoted to her, till public 
^' business again required his attention ; to 
" which he was ever in a state of prepara- 
p 2 
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'^ tion. He wv» never sensual, never gross, 

" but in an unceasing state of action/* 

Count de las Cases contiDued the subject. 

'* He never speaks of himself; he never 
^' mentions his achievements. Of money he 
" is totally regardless ; and he was not known 
'^ to express a regret for any part of his trea« 
'^ sure but the diamond necklace, which he 
^' wore constantly in his neckcloth, because 
^' it was the gift of his sister, the Princess 
^' Bourgoise, whom he tenderly loved/* This 
he. lost, after the battle of Waterloo. 



I was naturally induced to make a sketch 
of the state and position of our passengers^ at 
the moment when we came to an anchor, off 
St. Helena ; but, having mislaid it at the mo- 
ment when I wrote the account of our arrival 
in one of the foregoing Letters, I then stated 
it from the genial recollection of the instant. 
Having now recovered the sketch, I have 
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added it as a more exact picture of the sceQe« 
and which I have been persuaded will not bf 
considered as an impertinent repetition. . 

The morning was pleasant, and the 
breeze steady : at dawn we were sufflciiently 
near to behold the black peak of St. Helena^ 
Between eight and nine, we were close under 
the Sugar-Loaf HilK The whole c^the French 
party had quitted their cabins^ with the e;s:- 
ception of Napoleon, and taken their, re- 
spective stations. — On the right stood Ma« 
dame Montholon, with her arm entwine4 
in that of the General, her husband. . Hei: 
look seemed to ask a cheering influence fron^ 
him : I could fancy that she said, — " If this 
is to be my lot, still I have you for my com- 
fort ; and there is Tristram, that little darling, 
who will be a comfort to us both." On the 
poop sat Madame Bertrand, and the i^Iarshal 
stood behind, her. I was the only unoccupied 
person belonging to the ship, and could 
therefore, undisturbed, contemplate the scen^ 
around me« I was afraid to approach Ma- 
dame Bertrand, for I was near enough to 
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perceive an action in the muscle of her throat 

which betokened a sob. De las Cases, 

resting his arm on the shoulder of his son, 
was stretching his little figure on tip-toe, but 
in vain, ito'!ook over the gangway ; but all 
his exertion would not enable him to see more 
than half-way down the mountain. — General 
Gourgond endeavoured, by a smile, to sup- 
press what he felt ; for he had no female to 

console him. ^The servants were gazing 

with open mouths, and all their eyes t while 
the children, unconscious of island or rock, or 
prison or palace, were performing their little 
evolutions as usual; when the Newfound- 
land dog would occasionally break in upon 
their hollow squares. — We did not see Napo- 
leon till the ship had anchored in front of the 
Town. About eleven he made his appear- 
ance. He ascended the poop, and there 

stood, examining with his little glass the 
numerous cannon which bristled in his view. 
I observed him with the utmost attention, as 
I stood beside him for ^ near half an hour; 
and could not discover, in his countenance, 
the least symptoms of strong or particu- 
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lar sensations. He afterwards rallied Ma- 
dame Bertrand on the elegant stockings she 
wore on the occasion ; when she tried to 

check the tear ; but it would not do, She 

exclaimed, " Oh, Doctor W , we are 

indeed too good for St. Helena !" 



THB END. 
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BHtish Fashions for the Years 1803 and 1804: S7 Plates, 4(0. half bound, SU— 
Plates coloured, 1/. 11#. 6d. 

Buchanan's Treatise on Propelling Vessels by Steam, 17 Plates, 8vo. Boar4s» !/• 

Cave's Antiquities of York, containing 40 Etchings, with descriptive I^etter PliSf, 
Royal 4to. Boards, tl. 12t. 6d. 

Ditto, with Plroof Jnpressioosof the Plates o&ladia Fsperj in Boards, 3/« I5i.^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Cheltenham : (Six coloured Views in) from Drawings, by T. Hulley ; 4to. sewed U 1* 

"^7^1^. SJrT^^c/ *' Universi^^of Oxford, with 17 colou«d Engravings. 
1:uX2t4to'5r^"°'''^"'^''*""y'^^««"'"'le«; ^^ 14 coloured Ensravi«5.. 

"t^iZi;"/!"."^''^^'"-' °f *^^ Arts, with numerous Plates ;, .vols. 4to. half 

, to'fhTi^rl'^^tJfe"^!"^^ BS,1rei! ** ^"^ "^^-^'^ ^-«- >-'»'*nf 

Mee's (MrsO. Gallery of Beauties oftheReiffu of George III. La.Xei'olio No I 4/ 4. 
Ditto, with Proofs on India Paper. 7/7, ^ "* *' ^'- ^- 

'^wil'Trj'^'' "'' ^" ^-'-^^'-H-"^ With coloured Plates. ' FoHo, balf 

'*&oi^^^^.T,^'^^^''""'''•"^"-°^^*'«»' ncolouredEngravinSS, Royal 

'^riLf4tr^Thr,3ro^|^t^.fe^;^X':'s'^L^^^^^^ "^ «earLeipsic,^,c. 

''Bo:l,"?rtr "' ^"''»">"«'>= ^"-t-ted b; 2, coloured Engravings; 8v„. 
Ditto, without the Plates, 10*. 6d, 

"cfeSfe-^^oien^r^D^Ss"^^^^^^^ by Ne*i«, B«n.,«, ' 

descriptive Letter Press, by the late RevWd T. fhS R^" , 4^'' J^^P^' ' '^ 

Robertson on Hot-houses and Useful Gardi-nin^ . o4 1 
4to. half bound, s;.. 2*. ^""' *'"^™'°S 5 2* coloured Engravings. Imperial 

"^tjnSrrr'"^ Gardening; with 24 coloured Engravings. Imperial 4t«,. h.tf 
^t?X'ui'a':Tf rj;? ''^ ^'^'''*- °^ «•-» ^-^e, m so coloured PUtes. Royal 

^'^^i^ufed^'arwi-^^S?,r^>^^^^^^^^ 

Sketches of Russia; illustrated "by ,« ^.^I'^^oZTS; "' "^ 
l>itto, with the Plates colourtd, 11. U x>oaras, 14*. 

""SSWhtrstSt^ri*. 'Urifl^'-'' ^-^-^ V Nesbit, ^ 
Ditto, Proofs, on India Paper, U lu, ed 

■y^^'^^^LAJ:'^:^^^^^^^ 30 coloured Engraving.. 

Ditto, without the Plates, 10* 6d. >''''.,. 

related, 8 vo. boards, \0s.6d. ' ^^ ^'^ '^*^' ^e faithfully described mS 
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ACKERMANN's Library also contains a large Assemblage of 
British and Foreiga Works on the Arts ; with various Publications 
connected with them : Catalogues of which, with their respective Prices, 
may be had at his Repositoey, The following are some of its curious 
and valuable Specimens* 



Daniell's Views in India; 6 vols. Imperial Folio, Russia Backs. Very earljf 

Impressions, 310/. 
Bowyer's Edition of Hume's History of England, 10 vols. Folio. London, 180^. 

Superbly bound in Red Morocco — silk Linings, 115/. 10«. 
Macklin's Bible, 7 vols. Folio.* Russia, elegant, 52/. I0#' 
Ditto, Collectanea ad Botanicam et Historium Naturalum spectantiae (coloured Plates), 

5 Tom. 4to. 1786, 24/. 
Ditto, Icoues Plantanim Rariordm. Vindob, 3 vols. Folio. Boards, 52/. 10*. 
Ditto, Hortus Botanicus Vindobonensis, Viudob. 3 vols. Folio. Boards, 35/, 
Ditto, Plantarum Rariorum Horti Caesarei Schcenbruensis Descriptiones et Icones. 

Vienna. 3 vol. in 4 Parts. Folio. Boards, 60/. 
Kaip, Madame, les Pigeons, le texte par C. J. Themnick. 1 vol. Folio, contumn|^ 

86 exquisitely coloured Plates, superbly bound in Morocco. Paris, 1811, QQl. 3*. 

LeVaillant, Histoire Naturelle des Peroquets; 126 fine coloured Engravings. 2 vols* 
Folio, superb in Morocco. Paris, 1801, 6QU 3*. 

Ditto, ditto, des Oiseaux de Paradis, &c. 2 vols. Folio. 106 coloured Engravings, 
Morocco, elegant. Paris, 1806. QQl. 3*. . . 

Le Brun — ^La Galerie de Versailles et les Deux Salons qui Taccompagnent. Folia, 
Paris, 1752. Superb Morocco, French Binding, 25/. 

Malkin's Gil Bias of Santillane, 4 Vols. 4to. Proof Impressions of Jthe Plates. London, 
1809* Elegant in Red Morocco, 16/. 16^. 

Twelve highly finished Drawings of Paris, Versiulles, and Neighbourhood; (painted %y 
L'Espiuasse, for the late Queeu of France) in an elegant Red Morocco Folio, 52/. lOf. 

Hunter's Xiavater ; 3 vols. Royal 4to. Russia elegant. London, 1789 ; very fine 
Impressions, 40/. 

Histoire des Ordres Monastiques ; 8 vols. Folio, 1714, numerous J^gravings of Costume* 
Half bound in Russia, 16/. iGs. 

Worlidge's Etchings of Antique Gems, 180 Plates, 2 Vols. 4to. large paper. London, 
17^8, Red Morocco, 18/. 18*. 

Lewin's History of English Birds ; coloured Plates, 8 yol». 4ta in four. Half bound 
'Morocco elegant, 16/. 16*. 

Valentia's Viscount, Voyages and Travels to India, Egypt, Abyssinia, &c. 3 vols 
4to. London, I8O9. Morocco Elegant, 14/. 3*. 6c/. 

Costume of the Army of the British Empire, Small' Folio, Boards. London, 1815, 6/. 

Forbes' s, James, F. R. S. Oriental Memoirs, written during 17 years residence in 
India, &c. Illustrated by numerous Engravings beautifully coloured, from original 
Drawidls. 4 vols. 4to« elegant Calf, giltLeaves, 24/. 2s. 

Encyclopedie D^s Arts and Metiers, ou Dictionnaire raisonn^ des Sciences. 35 Tom* 

folio. Paris, 1751, 52/. 10*. 
Solvyn's, Bart, Costume and Natural History of Hindostan. The new French Edition, 

with 300 Plates coloured. 4 vols, large Folio. Boards. Paris, 1812, 84/. 

Ditto, 250 Prints coloured. The Original Bengal Edition, t- vols. Folio. Half 
bound Russia, 31/. 10*. 

Ditto, 60 coloured Engravings. Folio Calf Elegant, London, 1807, 9/. 9*. 

Daniell's Voyage to India : consisting of 50 coloured Engravings. Small Folio. Russia 
gilt, 12/. 12*. -. 

Daniell's African Scenery, 25 Plates, large Folio. 25/L 

Daniell's India, 6 Parts, 4to. Boards, reduced from the larger fForky 18/. 18/. . 
Denon, Voyage dans la Basse et'la Haute Egypte pendant les Campagnes de G^n^rsl 
Buonaparte. Folio. Paris, W02. Superbly bound in Russia, 36/. 15*. 
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BoyMi'ft IHwtrfttioM oiSimkup^m. Filk. »f<i»»l9eo lOLe^mt, W. 10$. 

Bartoloni's EtcUngt, ftxatt Guercbp. 9 toU. FoU<*, \Hhitid in one. Riana €lq;iati« 

Earfy Imfreisums, 34^. 
Hogarth'g Works complete. Folio. Russia. Eartp Impreswms, SIL lOs. 
e*lerie du Due d'Orleai», 3 vols. Fofio, Boards, cbfltahriug 355 Engravings, twy air^ 

Mmpretsiont, Paris, 1786, 70^ 
Tableaux Hi8tori<|ue8 des Camimgnes d'ltalie, sous la Conduile. de Napoleon Premier. 

S8 Engravings, fine Impressions, FolJOj half bound in Morocco. Paris, 1806, 35/. 
la Musfec Francais, 4 Vols, large Folio. Half Bound Russia, upwards of 340 PlMnr 

A Subscription cipyy 189^. 
Soix S B. Cepbalogenesis, sive Capitis Ossei Structura, Formatio et Signilicatio per oaroea 
^nimalium classes, &c. &c. 17 Plates, folio. Half Bound Russia, 11/. 11#. 
Waldstein F. et P. Kitaibel, M. D. Descriptiones et 1 cones Plantorura Rarionitt Huagana, 

3 Vols, folio, coloured Plates, Half Bound. Vienha, 1802. 52/, 10». 
Tableaux Historiques de la Revolution fVan^aise. 3 vob. Folio. Boarda. Upwaida 

of 140 Engravings. An early Copy, Pa ri^l 804, 45/. 

ACKERMANN alto constdera it aa a Doty, which he owed to the 
PttbKc and himself, to add, that his RfipoftiToHY of AftTS, No. 101, 
Strand» coDtinuea to display, in a^l the possible varietiea of ExctUence 
SDd Utility, the follonKng Article*.' 

All modent and new Publications of ^intg—Bngrish and FoieigB. 

Ai being refined and prepared nnd^r his own immediate inspection ; and 
tfttters himself that thty m\\ he foUnd iipbn trial, to be free from those 
imperceptible, dentructive particles, which occasion such frequent Changes 
of the brilliant Hues of CoLotxEd. They have, bt^sides, a most. peculiar 
convenience, each Cake being stamped with the Name of the Colour 
They are sold in Boxes of vari6U8 sorts arnd si^es, or in single C»kea ;— 
la Boxes of Yew-tree, Satin-wood, &c. oroamented with Msdattioos, higUy vamisim^ 

from 2/. 3». to 10#. 
In Mahogany Boxes, ,?6 Cakes^ Coloaf Paktte, Mai%la Slab, Pamcils, Ae. coaqptatc, 

tLlUSd. . I 

•Ditto, ditto 28 Cakes, ditto, «/. «#. 
ihtto, ditto 24 ditta, ditto, 1/. 16#. 
Bilko, (fitto 18 ditto, diSia^ Irl. llM. ^ 
Ditto, ditto 1« ditto, ditto, 1/. It. 
DHto, 12 C^kes, Look anil Drawer, 15c. 
Meat Mahogany Box», with a slidiagTop, 40 Calcas, II. I6i. 
Ditto, ditto 32 Cakes, II. 8«. 
Ditto, ditto 24 ditto, XL la. ^ 

Neat Mahogany Boxes, with a slidtBigTop» ftCakas, (Siaidi]f t«r. 

Ditto, ditto 18 4itto, 1&». /^f^^^fS. 

Ditto, ditto Ij^ ditto, (Small) lOf. 6i. ^^^^^ 

Ditto, ditto l^ ditto, 10#. 6rf. fe( t^"^^^ ) 

Ditto, ditfo H 4itto (Small) 7* ^ 

Ditto, ditto 6 dit^o, 6t. 

Ditto, ditto 6 ditto ('SMal^ 4#. M 

Hlgkli^ fiAisbad Mtkofmy; Bniag^mpptStp ft4r. df^. ftbm it. iSi. 6d. to tSt. 1S#. 

Mahogany Boxes, fitted up with Chalk, Iff. 
Vellum Papers, and Drawing Materials of evety Description. The greatest Variety of 

Drawiug-Bodks, aad Rndiraeats for ftsgiuner^ and tfiose that ar^ farther advanced. Oil 

Fainting, and Water Colour Urawiugs by Ancient aioid Madam MastefS, attd the gMiHiKII 

Variety oi Articles and Materials for Ladies Fancy Wot4U« 

Printed by 1Y. Clowesj Northumberlaiid-court|/Stiand 
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